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Painting and Decorating

/4”//167/’%4/ Est. 1982

BOOK NOW For 2021 Exterior Painting
Including Stucco, Rendering, Brickwork etc..

EARLY BOOKING ESSENTIAL
Tel: 0116 2854 160 Mob: 0776 822 0793

Email:awndecor@yahoo.co.uk
www.a-w-notman-painting-and-decorating.co.uk

The Friendly ittle Car Co.

pre-owned car specialists

1 specialise in quality pre-owned cars

Cars are my passion & I would love for
you to experience this with your next '/

Cals J 1‘?
All my cars are hand picked & suit my % )
strict standards for quality & condition

All cars are HP clear & fully valeted

/
f Jdamle
www.thefriendlylittlecarcompany.com

0116 224 4256 & 07599 934 905

PLUMBING & HEATING
CHEAP RATES ¢ NO JOB TOO
SMALL e OAP DISCOUNT
e ALL WORK GUARANTEED

CALL MR DRIVER

01162 713334 / 0777 3514619
(iphe « FAST ¢ FRIENDLY o RELIABLE

Registered
Plumber

- |
DA LANDSCAPES

SLABBING e GRAVELLING ® FENCING e TURFING

® GARDENS CLEARED
o TREES/HEDGES CUT & REMOVED

OAP DISCOUNTS!
0116 233 0007

07909 724 435

Hello From The Editor

Welcome to the June edition of the Gazette. This
month or so has not been a barrel of laughs as the
computers and software at Gazette Towers were
updated and upgraded. Unbelievably fiddly and time
consuming - and many thanks to local PC genius
Mark from virtualventure.co.uk for sorting the mess
out! Then we discovered that the lockdown will con-
tinue until at least the 19th of July... oh great joy.
This month we lead with the terrible fate of 108 trees
on Western Park. We featured the possibility that
some of the 100 year old trees were suffering from
canker in the April Gazette, but we really had no idea
how bad it really was until a proper tree survey was
done. It's a tragedy and it could effect more than just
our local parks.

Regular features continue with Helen Knott doing a
bit of skinny dipping, Tony Shelly discovering the
architect behind some of Leicestershire's historic
churches. Carey Tunstall has a June gardening
update, there’s the latest policing news from Ed
Jones and the Braintazers lurk on the back page.

Twitter @mygazette & Facebook @ourgazette
If you've got a local news story or event email:
editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

BUY A NICE BIG ADVERT

e: sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk
www.westernparkgazette.co.uk

Just So You Know.....

e Content in this magazine may not reflect the beliefs
or opinions of the publisher.

e The copyright of all text and advertisements designed
or authored by The Western Park Gazette and its
officers, remains with the publisher at all times.

e If you're supplying under copyright artwork or articles,
Rapscallion Media assumes you have the right to do so.

e All advertising copy you supply must be accurate,
truthful and be ASA compliant.

e You need our permission to reproduce any part of this
magazine or associated website content.

e \We are not responsible for transactions between
Gazette advertisers and their clients.

e \We don’t accept liability for loss or damage as a result
of omissions or errors once content is submitted.

e \We don'’t print editorial endorsements of products or
services. Full terms and conditions are on line.

e All content is published in good faith.

Copy & Advertising Deadline - June 30th 2021

To Contact - Call 07939 115 724
e:editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

e:sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk

Published by Rapscallion Media
62 Ainsdale Rd

Leicester LE3 OUA W

Printed by Flexpress Ltd

6 Coal Cart Road, Interchange,
Birstall, Leicester, LE4 3YB




COVID RESTRICTIONS

SCAN THIS CODE FOR DETAILS
e Stay 2m apart from anyone not in your
support bubble and keep contact with
others to a minimum.
e Work from home if you still can.
e Wash or sanitise your hands regularly.
e Wear a face covering when required, especially in
crowded areas and public transport.
e Book a test & self-isolate if you get symptoms.
o If you test positive, stay at home for at least 10 days
and until you feel better. Everyone you live with should
also stay at home for 10 days, even if they don't have
symptoms.
e Take regular rapid covid tests even if you do not have
symptoms.
e Have the vaccine as soon as you are eligible.
TESTING SITES: Jubilee Sq, Birstall Park & Ride, Ev-
ington Leisure Centre, Spinney Hill Park, Victoria Park,
Highfields Centre, Shree Praja-pati Community Centre, )
Overton Road Ball Court, Belgrave N/hood Centre. Bedrooms Home Offices

RAPID TESTING CENTRES: Adult Education College, ; -
Coleman Neighbourhood Centre, Eyres Monsell Com- YOUF Local Famlly Run BUSIHGSS
munity Centre, Fosse Neighbourhood Centre, Hamilton Fitted Kitchens, Bedrooms & Studies * Design & Planning

Library and Tudor Centre. Installation Services Including Building Work
Open: 8am-7pm from Monday to Friday, 10am-5pm on g &

Saturday and Sunday. Holmfields om 17 Carlisle Street Lem LE3 6AH

Tests can be booked by calling 119 L e .
Go to leicester.gov.uk/coronavirus www. holmfields.co.uk

ALLSIDES

GUTTERING REPAIRS
REPAIR = CLEAN = REPLACE
SLIPPED TILES/SLATES
CALL STEVEN:

0116 2161 777 / 07970 032814
e: fcf2211@gmail.com
SEE OUR 5:*GOOGLE REVIEWS
www.allsidesguttering.co.uk

( KEYWEST

CONSTRUCTION & CARPENTRY
LOFT CONVERSIONS - UNLEASH YOUR ATTIC

ign to completic cluding

Ell.
v

.D »
\ |
VELUX COWERSION

Call Matt Hackett K

07581 430 638 or 0116 225 8344
www.mphconstructioncarpentry.co.uk

CT FEE
JECT TO MINI O FEE

Contact 01162 544555

MUM FIXED




DOOMED TREES FACE AXE

108 trees in Western Park will have to be
chopped down after becoming infected with ter-
minal diseases.

35 of the trees lining the main drive and 20 more
elsewhere in the park will have to be removed to try
to contain the spread of a highly infectious disease
called Phytophthora and prevent it from |nfect|ng the
other trees in the park. ;
The disease attacks the |
tree’s vascular system and
eventually Kills it, infecting |ts k
roots and spreading to neigh-
bouring trees. Large bleeding
cankers on the tree show that ¢
Phytophthora has taken hold. §
Head of parks and open
spaces Stewart Doughty
said: “This is a particularly
nasty disease which has 8
been around for years but
which now appears to be progressing much more
quickly.

“This faster progression may be a result of our milder
winters incubating the disease, but we're also deal-
ing with new pathogens that have arrived in the Brit-
ish Isles comparatively recently.

“There is no cure for Phytophthora, but normally you
can minimise the risk of disease transmission by

Velowerkz

For new, enthusiast, expert and professional bike rlders

Personal, professional, mobile. Any type of bike,

any level of riding!
Socially distanced collection

Why not GIFT a Safety SERVICE ?

WINTER

Safety Check

Use Code
LKDOWN2
off at

Visit Velowerkz.com
for more details

To claim
checkout

07736 668266

| facebook.com/velowerkz | velowerkz@gmail.com |

removing the infected tree. When the diseased trees
are close together in clusters, and their roots are
intertwined — as they are in Western Park — you have
no option but to remove multiple trees to try to stop
the disease from Spreading. By removing them, we
hope to save the rest of the trees in the drive that
have probably stood here since the park was first
laid out 120 years ago.

The city council will also have to remove five ash
trees as a result of ash dieback — a chronic fungal
disease that’s already killed a large proportion of the
ash trees in the UK and Europe.

Phytophthora is not the only pathogen in the park.
Red Band Needle Blight has affected 48 pine trees,

¢ which will all need to be felled to minimise the spread

of the disease to other pines in the city.

The list of affected trees, so far, includes 48 pine, 26
lime, 14 poplar, 6 sycamore, 5 ash, 3 maple, 3 oak, 1
cherry, 1 alder and 1 cypress.

The council will remove 60 trees — including those in
the main drive — at the end of this summer, and will
plant the replacements in the autumn/winter. Mr
Doughty said: “While a new tree can’t replace one
that's been growing for more than 100 years, we
will do our best to compensate for the loss. We'll
plant new semi-mature trees along the avenue
this winter and will make sure that more than one
replacement is planted in the park for every tree
that’s lost.”

Morgan Moody Electrical
DOMESTIC - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL
Leicester based electrician =
All electrical work undertaken %
Get in touch for a quote
07852 191 311 NAPIT
e: morgan@morganmoodyelectrical.co.uk

ROOFING sy PAUL TURNER

AND GENERAL BUILDING REPAIRS

Welsh Slating
Lead Flashing
Re-ridging

A
40 years Experience

Tel: 0116 210 14 16
M: 07816 851 911

As Recommended by Knightsbridge Estate Agents
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D Update

2 WWCE | wwece.org.uk

WWCE'’s Project Hive is run by local residents who
are raising funds to redevelop the old Eco House
on Western Park into a community space.

Looking back through our diaries we have noticed that
Project Hive has just reached a significant milestone. It
was five years ago this month in June 2016 that
Leicester City Council put two plots of brownfield land
on the fringes of Western Park up for sale.

As local residents, we wanted to ensure that our com-
munity received some benefit from the loss of these
cherished, well known, respected facilities and the land
that they stood on as they came into private hands.
Therefore we formed the Western Ward Community
Enterprise (WWCE).

Many of the faces involved in the cause have
changed in the five years since. There have been low
points when we have all felt progress has ground to a
halt as well as highs when we have seen just how
much the community has backed us to reach our pro-
ject targets.

We hope it won't take another five years to deliver
physical results on the commitment we all made to
deliver new places for the community to come togeth-
er, especially after the last year.

Petanque on The Park

Earlier this month, Leicester Petanque Club held
its long-awaited Opening Day, welcoming friends
old and new to the new club in the heart of West-
ern Park. W

On a gloriously sunny even-
ing, visitors of all ages and
abilities turned up, from fami- §
lies with young children
through to seasoned veterans
of the game.

Playing equipment was availa-
ble for people who needed i,
and some impromptu coaching
sessions were held on the
piste to help new players try
their hand at the game!

The Opening Day was the culmination of months of
hard work from John, Michelle and Allan who, using
345 tonnes of stone, concrete and gravel managed to
construct the playing area themselves, without the aid
of external contractors.

Their efforts were rewarded with a really enthusiastic
turnout, and the club has generated a real interest in
membership within the local community. So far, nearly
65% of all the club’s 70 members hail from West
Leicester. More information about the club on their
Facebook page and at www.leicesterpc.co.uk

HOMEWARD BOUND

Local Leicester lad David Edwards and his young family are looking for a family home in Western Park.
The pandemic has made many people reconsider their priorities. When David and Ruth asked their children what
they wanted once it was over, both boys had the same answer “We just want to be with our family again.”
This simple plea from their sons aged eight and four has seen the family make a lot of life changes to move down to
Leicester, where David grew up and his parents and sister still live.
Despite both parents securing new jobs in the area, there’s one vital piece of the puzzle st|II missing, they need a

family home in Western Park.

The Edwards family currently live in Hazel Grove, Greater Manchester. As key
workers during the pandemic, they both found themselves working longer
hours. “As a senior manager in the NHS | was working 60—-70-hour weeks,”
said Ruth “I loved my job but it just wasn’t fair on the boys.”

It didn’t take the couple too long to find new jobs in Leicester. “Our house
sold within days of going on the market, it felt too good to be true. Little did
we know that buying a home in Western Park was actually going to be our

greatest challenge”.

The family have spent the last eight weekends driving down to Leicester to view houses ”It s hard when you're look-
ing for a house at a distance, we’ve missed some really great properties because we can’t view them fast enough and

someone pips us to the post” says Ruth.

The family are now taking matters into their own hands. They're inviting anyone in the Western Park area who has
been thinking about selling their home to get in touch, selling either solicitor to solicitor or via an estate agent - what-

ever you're most comfortable with.

The Edwards are looking for either a detached family home with a minimum of 3 beds and a generous garden, or one
of Western Parks larger 1930s semi-detached homes that are joined garage to garage.
If you’re looking to sell your home, get in touch by email: home4edwards@gmail.com

Advertorial article




i SHEPHERDS BATHROOMS
73 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 OTD

S0
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Superb Bathroom Supplies and Installation
Huge Range to Fit Any Budget
Extensive Showroom
Established in 1925

0116 255 4351

Open Monday-Saturday | fj=="

www.shepherdsbathrooms.co.uk e: shepherdsbathrooms@gmail.com




KNOTT’S LANDING

When | was a child there were regular crazes
at school. | remember the one for jacks involving
little metal tank defences and a bouncy ball and
we did double-dutch skipping. More recently my
son lived through fidget spinners and loom bands
(they still cause me to twitch when | think of them).
You think you will out-grow that sort of thing when
you reach the dizzy heights of middle age but it
turns out that's not quite true. The crazes require
adequate funds but they are still just that — a herd
rush to participate in an

activity.
This year's craze is wild
swimming, especially

amongst ladies of a cer-
tain age. The internet is
awash with pictures of
people in brightly col-
oured hats bobbing hap-

pily in rivers and lakes all ¥~
over the UK surrounded g
by verdant woodland. %
Like wrinkly swans they [ T & 3
glide through sparkling >~~~ ~&

water with broad smiles. -~
Cheerfully they smash

WESTERNPARK

JOINERY AND BUILDING SERVICES

LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

LOFT CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS, ROOFS,
KITCHENS, DOORS & FULL HOUSE RENOVATIONS

Speedy Builds & Minimal Disruption
PHILIP INCHLEY: 07920 763 697

RICKY INCHLEY: 07830 886 038
E: wp.joinery@yahoo.com

Ovens, Extractors,

O\@V&,‘LEA N. Microwaves & BBQs

The original oven cleaning specialists Ex perﬂy Cleaned

— -l |

e

¢

Put the sparkle back into your oven

Call Neville on 07948 622 379

www.ovenclean.com

through the ice build-up in front of them while
maintaining a steady breast stroke. As stately as a
galleon they plough through the waves. These
matriarchs of the water are glorious in their stoic
resolution to get into freezing water and swim.
Their insistence on healthy outdoor activity in all
weather conditions borders on psychopathic and
brings to mind all those Victorian health cures that
were anything but healthy.
Open water swimming is a gentle affair. No florid
displays of butterfly or fast front crawl here.
‘Swimbling’ is almost exclusively female territory.
Occasionally a man will be seen in their midst and
he is welcomed but men seem far too competitive.
They are either desperate for a Wim Hoff style
cold dip to shrink their knackers to the size of wal-
nuts or they want to swim at speed and fight off an
alligator. Either way they are unlikely to be as
enthusiastic about the obligatory tea and cake at
the end of a swim.
In the age where image is king it does all look
fabulous and | can reveal that it is lovely swim-
ming in silky river water. The stinging cold of the
sea seems to be less onerous when lying back in
the sunshine bobbing around. Like anything
though, reality bites. If you were thinking of taking
it up, look up swimmers itch and duck fleas.
Not put off yet? I'll see you in the Soar.

Helen Knott

Abbey

Lettings & Sales

Sell Your Property for £750 inc. VAT

Our marketing & sales package includes all of the below:

« No Sale, No Fee

« Marketing Brochure

* Advertisement on all websites: AbbeylLS, Rightmove, Zoopla, On the Market,
Prime Location and Social Media Pages

* Property Floorplan

* Virtual Video Tours of your Property

« Window Display

« For Sale Board

* Promoted to our client database

* Promoted to all of our investors

* No Tie-in Period

« Negotiate offers with potential buyers and yourself

* Once agreed sale, conduct sale progression chases to
make sure the sale moves forward

« Payment on Completion

* Accompanied Viewings®

“if you would like AbbeyLS Io carry out the viewings Sere i an additional charge of £250.00 inchiding

VAT payable on comgition of sake

it any omer agent Is offering this level of sandce and markesing at this prica or below we will baat the
price. Proof wil be requi

Call today to Book your Free, No Obligation Valuation

0116 296 3300

sales@abbeyls.com
101 Buckminster Road, Leicester, LE3 9AT




LEICESTER RESIDENTS

LIMITED TIME OFFER

FREE NEW GAS BOILER WITH FREE
UNDERFLOOR OR FREE CAVITY
INSULATION SCHEME

NO BENEFITS REQUIRED!

More People Than Ever QUALIFY
Find Out If YOU Do!

CALL: 02476 505 486

TEXT ‘FREEBOILER’ to 07498 612 356
www.ukheatgrants.co.uk

v First Time Central Heating (Conversion from Electric
to Gas Central Heating, also available to tenants)

v Loft Insulation

v New Gas Boiler

v Solid Wall Insulation

v’ Cavity Wall Insulation
v Underfloor Insulation
v External Wall Insulation

v' Electric Storage Heaters



LETTER BOX

Email in response to P.T’s letter about

@
speed calming measures. U/

| am delighted that the residents of Letchworth Road and
surrounding Western Park avenues are enjoying the
timely introduction of the speed humps and the tranquil
calming measures they produce. Over in Westcotes, The
West End, we would kill for even the potholes you men-
tion to calm the recent increased flow of speeding, dan-
gerous fraffic up our side roads. Roads like Dunster
Avenue and Dulverton Road to mention just two. This
additional traffic, along with the three recent awful crash-
es outside the Hinckley Road shops have been generat-
ed by a combination of two mad ideas. The first driven by
our myopic mayor, who somehow is seeing more people
on bicycles than we do and secondly the manic cam-
paigning by the self interests of certain vocal individuals,
who are using their influence to see what happens when
you stop fraffic entering Westcotes Drive off Hinckley
Road. | can tell them, multiple crashes, huge amounts of
fast traffic pouring down the side roads, the endanger-
ment of residents, regular parked vehicle damage, stand
offs, road rage, punch ups, delays to emergency vehicle
access, bin lorries, deliveries and an increase in locals
moving out. Why on earth the Western Park speed
hump campaign or 20 MPH restrictions haven't been
introduced down these roads is beyond stupid.
PT can we have your spare pot holes please in the

LANDLORDS

Demand for rental property has never
been higher, whilst the risk to landlords is

absence of common sense being deployed over here,
before someone is killed. Westcotes Resident
Council adopted: “a slow and cautious approach” to
opening its leisure facilties with centres opened for gen-
eral swimming and racket sports on the 21% June. Re-
strictions in England were relaxed on the 12" April allow-
ing them to restart.

A regular squash and badminton player myseff, | found
alternative venues for my medically advised exercise.
Some of my fellow participants, one who had a heart
attack in his forties, one who weighs 20 stone and anoth-
er who has high blood pressure have swung their racket
again... others have not.

Some of my Friday night New Parks Leisure Centre
opponents play for keeps, the squash club boasts four
county league teams and has coaches who have trained
at England Squash. New Parks is not scheduled to reo-
pen until, at the earliest mid September, and | contem-
plate the landing-place of those who might consider the
squash itself rather than its health benefits the most im-
portant aspect of the game.

One might imagine the super fit competitors at a squash
club being complacent about the dangers of COVID.
How could they be when one of their members, Tony
Gershlick a pioneering cardiologist at Glenfield Hospital,
succumbed to COVID in November 20207 | picture a pre
-pandemic scene with Tony encouraging one of his heart
patients to take more exercise and | wonder what he
might think. M.C
Email: editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

& rightmove

ZooplAcoux

increasing in these uncertain times

Place your property under full

management with us and receive
free rent guarantee and tenant
eviction protection for 12 months*

Contact Louise or Marianne for an
information pack or to arange a
free property appraisal

We pride ourselves on our friendly yet

professional approach and are
pleased fo be celebrating our ten

year anniversary this year,

Contact us and see why so many

landiords recommend us

Call: 0116 287 0334

Email: leftings@oakireelettings.co.uk
86 Faire Road, Glenfield, Leicester, LE3 8ED

* ferms apply, please see our website for full details




DAY MANSDY

Your One Stop Shop For Great Value Hardware For Home & Garden

LATEST OFFERS AVAILABLE NOW

KEJU‘;‘;TTB'QETQ?QC%'\E’:‘SC“ e Cement & Multi Finish Plaster
SWEEPING BRUSHES * Dry Kilned, Building & Sharp
ROOFING FELT Sand e Post Mix Play Sand
SEED PACKETS o Mortar Mix

CLEANING PRODUCTS

WORK WEAR & BOOTS CROWN PAINT

FENCE PANELS & PAINT WHITE/MAGNOLIA

GARDEN & POWER TOOLS VT
il iy i MATT VINYL EMULSION l-

HEAVY DUTY CHICKEN WIRE 7.5L ONLY £14.99!
DRAFT EXCLUDERS/FILM GLAZE
BIRD FEEDERS, TABLES & FOOD m
BALSA WOOD - LARGE SELECTION FENCE PAINT

ELECTRICAL CABLE OFF THE REEL B II‘JEC‘Z\ILNVEAR':\I'IS‘(ERS

FOR THE GARDEN £19.99
e COMPOST 3 For £18.50 / 5 for £30.00 WHEELBARROWS
e BARK 50Itr ONLY £7.00 EACH i £39.99
3 for £18.50/ 5 for £30.00 d
e FARMYARD MANURE £4.99 SOLID FUEL
e GROW BAGS £3.99 or 3 for £10.00 20k SMOKELESS COAL: £12.50

LOGS: £5.00
NOW IN KINDLING: £4.00
S AN (TS EN I RA )] FIRELIGHTERS: £1.50

PLANT FEEDS/LAWN SEEDS COMPANION SETS & MORE
BBQ CHARCOAL 3k £4.99 )

NEW RANGE OF BERGER PAINT g

= -] - ) 4
. 4 -
NEW WEBSITE
SCAN THIS INTO YOUR
SUMMER’S HERE! SMART PHONE & SIGN UP

cALOR\GaS T T T e www. daymansdiy.co.uk (=]

0116 2@? @@7@

103 1035 King Richard’s



Ltd
We clean as little or

as much as you want.

e We will change beds!
(Nothing nicer than a fresh bed!)
e We can load/unload your dishwasher
e Our service includes skirting boards,
lights & light switches as standard

e Ironing service also available
For a free no obligation quote please contact

07780 00 90 90
0116 284 9833 wafW

www.cleanedandgleaming.co.uk

CHAMBER CHOIR AT ST. ANNE’S

On the 10th of June the Leicester University
Chamber Choir performed at St. Anne's
Church; their first public performance since
March 2020.

Amateur singers  were
restricted to six indoors, the
first part of the concert con-
sisted of a number of solos,
duets, quartets and sextets |;
to showcase the various =
singers with pieces ranging
from Gabriel Faure to Flan- g
ders and Swann via Sir g
Hubert Parry and a special-
ly-adapted excerpt from
"The Book of Mormon".
After a number of thanks to those leaving the
choir and a presentation of £500 to the choir's
Treasurer by Revd. Liz Wilson, Vicar of St.
Anne's, the choir and audience went outside into
the church grounds to enjoy a fine evening and a
further four items, this time by the full choir. This
concluded with a version of the recent Tik-Tok hit
"The Wellerman".

Thanks go to the choir and its Musical Director
Roxanne Gull for a wonderful occasion and we
look forward to welcoming them for a Christmas
Concert in December. Johnathan Varley

THE PROPERTY FOX

Leicester’s Friendly Family Run Estate Agent

NO SALE- NO FEE - NO TIE IN PERIOD' ;

QUOTE THIS AD

FOR FREE PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY
WORTH £149!

Call 0116 3409 989

www.thepropertyfox.co.uk
e: sales@thepropertyfox.co.uk

* t&c’s apply

The Business Box, Oswin Road, Leicester LE3 1HR




Western Park Open Gardens

Over a sunny June weekend, houses in West-
ern Park opened their gardens to the public,
an event which happens every two years.

There was a wide choice of gardens ranging
from romantic, mature and wildlife friendly cot-
tage-gardens to traditional gardens with lawns,
colourful shrubs, fruit trees and vines. Also gar-
dens with vegetable plots, mature trees, ponds
and so on. A veritable smorgasbord of gardens,
large medium and smalll Some gardens opened
just on Saturday, some only on Sunday and the
highest number on both days.

The event was held by St Anne’s church, Letch-
worth Area Neighbourhood Watch, and Project
Hive. It must be said that the weather played into
their hands and provided the perfect backdrop to
the weekend.

Refreshments were provided at St Anne’s Com-
munity Hall by a team of Project Hive workers
and a great big thank you is due to them and
especially to all their fantastic young helpers who
provided a waiter/waitress service to all the cus-
tomers. The cakes were delicious, the vast ma-
jority being homemade. A large plant stall was
also provided. Thanks are also due to St Anne’s
for letting the organizers be based at the hall, a
central point for all the gardens.

There were quizzes for the children and prizes to
be won. The weekend rounded off with an out-
door service in the gardens at St Anne’s where
being outside enabled people to sing for a
change. Geoff Pollard

ﬁ he Western Park Gazette\
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From the Heart of our Communities

10,000 Copies Every Month Since 2010

To Become an Advertiser Email:
\ sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk /

Weocedgate Eye Centre

Complete Glasses At Great Prices

SUMMER OR WINTER
YOUR LOCAL FRIENDLY

NHS & Private Tesing « NHS VOUCHERS Accepled e FREE Sight Tests for Under 14's
* Outside Prescripfions Weicome « Wide Range of frames e Lens Replacement Service
» Fast & Efficlont Ropairs e Glasses Made On-site « Great Value frames & Confact Lenses

87 Narborough Road Leicester LE3 OLF
Tel: 0116 2241 767

'f Open Mon-Fri 8.00am- 6 OOpm

www.cheapglassesle

SHILCHEM
PHARMACY

Under New Management

NHS Services Available Include:

® Prescriptions e Repeat prescriptions
® Private prescriptionse Flu vaccinations
* FREE dossette box service
* Emergency hormonal contraception
o Travel advice e Medicine support service

» MEDICINE DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

TAKE A LOOK INSTORE

Wide Range Of Household Goods, Beauty Products
Health Supplements & Over The Counter Medication

To sign up with us for your NHS Prescriptions
Please call the number below:

Open Mon - Fri: 9.00am-6.00pm / Sat: 9.00am-5.30pm
Closed 1.00pm-2.00pm

0116 251 8779

217 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 0TG




NEED HELP WITH YOUR GARDEN?

CALL
TdNSTALL

DOMESTIC GARDEN SERVICES

e MOWING ¢ LAWN EDGING
e TRIMMING e PRUNING e FENCE PAINTING
e WEEDING ¢ HEDGE MANAGEMENT
e PLANTING e LEAF CLEARANCE

o GARDEN MAINTENANCE

FREE QUOTES
COMPETITIVE RATES

Reliable, Experienced & Friendly Gardener

BASED IN WESTERN PARK

07566 201 391

email: tunstalltraditionalgardening@gmail.corg

Protect your estate...

before it’s too late!

Wills | Probate
Lasting Powers of Attorney

FREE vide

at a time that suits you

Call 0116 250 5747

o calls or home visits

LEICESTERHIRE’S CHURCH BUILDER
In the village of Copt Oak, South Charnwood
stands St. Peter's Church, which has been
described as 'sombre in character'. I've always
found it quite a peaceful and delightful place to
visit, despite the constant noise of the nearby
motorway. This intense, granite structure was
designed and built by William Railton in 1837, the
same architect who also built Nelson's Column in

London.
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This cathedral-like building was one of several
commissions taken on by Railton, the others
being a new chapel at St. Bernards Abbey, later
pulled down and replaced by a larger building
designed by Augustus Pugin, and churches in
Woodhouse Eves, Groby, and Thorpe Acre.

In 1845, he designed Beaumanor Hall for the
Herrick family, and between 1843 and 1847, he
constructed the gatehouse and lodges for Garen-
don Park, all of which survived the eventual de-
struction of the main house. Railton went on to be
employed widely throughout his life, with his de-
signs for Holy Trinity in Hoxton, the redesign of
Riseholme Hall, just over the border in Lincoln-
shire, Holy Trinity in Meanwood, Yorkshire and
many more throughout England.

The simplicity of his designs, and his use of local
materials in most of his structures, are what |
personally admire about his work ethic. St. Pe-
ter's is my favourite country church, viewed from
either close-up or at distance, the sheer quality of
the work is there for all to see. William Railton
built nothing after Meanwood in 1848-9. and set-
tled at number 65 Onslow Square, Kensington,
London. In October 1877, he fell ill and died in
Brighton, he was 77. Tony Shelley



0116 299 9150

. PLUMBING AND HEATING
www.rudkinandherbert.co.uk Renewables EST. 1992

Leicester’s #1 Domestic &
Commercial Boiler Services

ZAWORCESTER

I Trustpilot Sosch Seie

UPTO 12 YEAR GUARANTEE

£10 OFF
BOILER
SERVICE WITH  UPTO 36 MONTHS INTEREST FREE*

THIS AD

WORCESTER ACCREDITED PARTNER

FREE
BASIN TAP
WORTH
UP TO £75

m———— ———

Tai.lored & Bespoke Bathrooms

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM. FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES

80 Upperton Rd, Leicester LE3 OHB
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WESTCOTES WILLS

Planning for the future doesn't need to be complicated

Contact Rosie to arrange your free initial consultation

O116 380 0752

www.westcoteswills.co.uk rosie@westcoteswills.co.uk

W.G. HARRISON & SON Ltd
Local Reputable Company Established Since 1877
We Offer a COMPLETE Service
PROPERTY REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS
Brickwork, Carpentry, Roofing
Plastering & External Rendering

Painting & Decorating
Domestic and Commercial Insurance Work

Tel: (0116) 262 1884

Email: awgharris@aol.com
Burgess Street Leicester LE1 4QH

ALL domestic plumblng & heating work undertaken.

PLUl’\”ﬁ”””’ ING

AND HEATING LIMITED

call us today

45

211551

OFFICE

0116 254 8462

Boiler Replacements
System Upgrades
Boiler Maintenance & Breakdowns
Full Central Heating
Domestic Gas Installation & Repairs
Underfloor Heating

Bathroom Refits M 0 B I L E

All General Plumbing Work 0771 7477 532
57 Letchworth Road, Leicester, LE3 OFL

E-mail: westendplumbingandheating@hotmail.co.uk

Want to Pay Less Tax or Starting Out in Business?
Need a Pro-active Accountant?
Struggling with your Tax Return?

LET US HELP

AUyt

ACCOUNTING TAX & BUSINESS ADVICE
Friendly and Professional Local Service

0116 285 2694

60 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 ORB
e: info@kirt-accountants.co.uk

www.kirt-accountants.co.uk

& anonymously through Crimestoppers on 0800 555

June Police Update

"To be or not to be, that is the question? - For
success at the UEFA European Championships,
hope springs eternal, but alas, we now know we §
have to wait until July 19" for the lockdown re- H
strictions to be lifted. We know that there is a tlme
Iag between infection rates, hospital admissions and i
deaths. Daily Infection rates are rising, so too are &
hospital admissions. How much they increase, and ¥
how this translates into Covid deaths, only time will
tell. As the country charges forward with the vac—
cination program, | sincerely hope and pray that the L
impact of the new variant will be minimal. The key §
message though is to keep to the rules, follow the g
advice, get vaccinated if you have not done so, and |
get tested often. We need to be cautious with this ®
virus, and four more weeks may make a huge differ- &
ence in saving lives across the city and county. H
As part of the 'County Lines intensification week',
your teams were out and about targeting drugs
gangs. The week saw thirty seven arrests, the recov- &
ery of drugs, firearms, cash, and stolen property, as §
officers sought to disrupt the drug networks operating '
across the force. Your teams enforced upon so
called trap houses, safeguarding a number of wulner-
able children and adults. These individuals are often &
exploited by criminal gangs, coerced into taking all g
the risks whilst they reap the profits. Often ensnared
through debt bondage or through the lure of easy
money, these vulnerable people find themselves on &
a spiral path that they cannot escape from. The §
lockdown has served to frustrate this practice, as g
young people could no longer blend into the crowd
on busy trains and coaches, but as the economy L
opens up, these behaviours will return. We have &
forged strong intelligence networks with other polic- ¥
ing areas enabling us to enforce modern slavery and
trafficking laws against dealers who target our ch|I-
dren and vulnerable adults.
Your teams have also been busy enforcing against ¥
so called cannabis factories, most recently three in g
one day! Two out of three were successful, persons |
have been charged and imprisoned plus a measura- &
ble chunk of profit removed from the pockets of the &
criminals. | often find copies of the Gazette at these '
properties and wonder whether the criminals ever J
read them. In the event that they do peruse its pages *
then to them | say, "We will not stop until you do."
We rely on the information provided by the public to
help us protect the exploited and to enforce against
% the criminals. Please continue to report issues either
through our online portal, by ringing 101 or

111. We regularly update our Neighbourhood link
with information about the latest crime threats, so if
you have not already done so | would urge you to

£ sign up. As always, keep yourself safe, and be a

¥ good neighbour. Sgt Ed Jones &



‘IAREY 'S LOMPOST ..

There is st|II t|me to sow French beans and,
after a difficult Spring, | think now is the best
time to sow as the soil is nicely warmed up
and French beans are unable to tolerate frost

or cold temperatures. French
beans come in dwarf or climb-
ing varieties - | prefer climbing
as you can get good crops off
them well into September,
whereas the dwarf grow quick-
er, but you only get a few
weeks of cropping. | will also
do a successional sowing to
prolong the harvest.

I've been earthing up my pota-
toes, which ensures that higher
growing tubers don't turn
green. First earlies are ready to
harvest after the plant has
started to flower (around 10

weeks from initial planting) and g

maincrops shouldn't be har-
vested until

leaves wither, which allows

the stems and E

setting of the potato skin. | was able to harvest my
garlic as the leaves turned yellow and withered.

A difficult task | have to tackle this month is re-
moving duckweed from my pond. This will enable
the frogs and plants room to breathe - if you don't
remove every single piece it quickly starts to multi-
ply again! | lay all that | remove at the side of the
pond overnight so that any hidden critters can
easily access the pond again and then add it to
., my compost bin the following morning. Talking of
» which, compost bin contents should be turned
each month, as this improves aeration and in turn
helps with the breakdown of organic matter.
Additionally, I've been lifting and dividing my blue-
bells and snowdrops; this is easy to do, just make
sure the leaves have gone yellow! | have been
providing stake supports for my tall flowering
plants and | will be giving my aubretias a hard
prune if they are straggly and tatty with brown
centres. Doing this gives a surge of new growth,
but otherwise they will be treated to a light trim to
retain their shape.

I'm also moving my birdbath to a more accessible
space, along with my bee bath. This is simply a
pot saucer filled with marbles and water. This
provides a drinking station without risk of them
drowning when they are tired after a hard day's
| work - after all, bees get thirsty too!

Carey Tunstall

artin Page

YOUR LOCAL TREE SURGEON

M fre your trees too tall, blocking lig/t or untidy?
A 2o your hedges, conifers or Shrubs need Lrimming?
e Would you like to remeve that stubborn stump?

With 30 years of working in your area, I would be
pleased to give you free advice and a free guotation

0116 250 5848

www.charnwoodtrees.com

I ALSO SELL...
high quality
firewood logs

@
@mmm Call me now on

Constartly
Recommended!




LANDSCAPE BRAIM TA ERS
CONSTRUCTION | . o

o
o

DAKLAN]) -

FENCING —

Fencing, Decking,
Gates & Sheds. -

1 Across: Vacation 1 Down: Blissful 2D: Jumpers
3D: Full of exploits 4D: Antisocial behaviour 5A: A
tract of meadow 6A: Flowing backward 7A: enemy
8A: Inhaling through the nose © Paul Towers 2021
Answers at w:westernparkgazette.co.uk

‘‘‘‘‘‘ 6 5 8
= =4 3 4|2
Sheds Refelted & Stained, =
Turfing, Block Paving, Slabbing, |° 1 5
Walling, Rubbish Cleared
oy 3 5 2 1
£ \ ; 5 8
= 8 6 7 3
4 1 5
8 | 7 4
1 7 3
Bespoke Hardwood Doors & Windows

Bespoke Kennels & Pet Enclosures L | St = s
oca ory or cvent:
FREE CAI.I. OUT E: editor@westgxparkgazette.co.uk
DISABLED & OAP DISCOUNT TO Advert| se
0791 4 732 563 E: Sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk

www.oaklandfencingandsheds.co.uk  PaGACUDTEECUCRICI @I LREC
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Free Estimates & Free Measuring
Quality Carpets Laminates & Vinyls

1 CARPETS

" LEICESTER
— D
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0116 255 4335 g et EED)
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\ A COMPUTERS

One call that's all!l Computer services you can depend on!

(ﬁlﬂ] TOSHIBA| [ADVENT " acer w SONY

e Apple & Windows Machine Repair  Data Recovery e Mobile Phone & Game Console Repair
e CCTV e Networking ® Home & Business Services

PHONE 0116 262 3999
WOODGATE COMPUTERS

FREEPHONE 0800 644 0686 Established
70, WOODGATE Freelndex | s;
e MOBILE 0791 337 2633 e | Since 1999

DAVE’S AUTO SERVICES

The MOT Specialist Getting You Back On The Road

MOT's FOR VEHICLE CLASSES 4 & 7
FAST & CONVENIENT - NO NEED TO BOOK
WAITING AREA
FREE RE-TEST

OPEN MON: FRI 7.45am-6.00pm SAT: 7.45am-2.30pm

|

NOSN 2% | Tesmuracuy:




