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Hello From The Editor  
Hello and welcome to the latest edition of the 
Western Park Gazette.   
 Issue 160 and August already? How did that hap-
pen? Well, weôve been busy - we headed off to meet 
the volunteers from the St. Paul's Community Hub as 
they tackle the blight of local litter whilst trying not to 
be pricked by discarded needles and syringes. 
 Weôve had a couple of unusual miss-steps on the 
social calendar; the Western Park Festival was a total 
washout so weôll find out how the organiser, Ady Alex-
ander, plans to keep it going. The Scarecrow Trail 
was also cancelled, so what next from Project Hive?  
 In our regular features, Carey Tunstall does some 
pruning, Sergeant Lee Cannings and his team have 
been tackling the scourge of drug use, street drinking 
and unlicenced motorbikes and scooters.  
 And if youôre feeling smarter than average - have a 
go at the Brain Tazers on the inside back page? 
 Please join us on Facebook or Twitter where we 
regularly post photos, videos, notices, reviews and 
links which donôt always get into print.   
Twitter @mygazette & Facebook @ourgazette  
If youôve got a local news story or event email:  

editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk   

BUY A NICE BIG ADVERT 
e: sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk 
www.westernparkgazette.co.uk 
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Events Diary 
Free Thurs Club: 2pm.  Meet & Eat: Weds 5pm. Rob-
ert Hall, 147 Narborough Rd. 
Fosse Camera Club: For details visit Facebook 
page or fossecoopcameraclub.co.uk   
Hall @ St Anneôs, Letchworth Rd: Knit & Natter: 
1.30pm, 4th Tues. Weds Club: 2.30pm, 1st Weds. 
Musical Memory Box: 1st & 3rd Tues 2pm Pram 
Club: Weds 9.15-11.30am. Womenôs Taekwondo: 
Thurs 8-9pm taekwondo4all.com Fri Coffee: 10am  
Free Tea/Coffee @ St Paulôs Worship Ctr / Community 
Hub, Kirby Rd  Weds, 2- 4pm. T-Top sale. 2nd Sat. 
Family Friends:  Term time 4th Mon. St Paul's & St 
Augustine's Centre, Kirby Rd. 2nd Sat at New Parks 
Methodist Ch. Contact Sarah on 07465 431 585. 
Free drop-in Coffee Morns: Tues. 10-12 noon. St. 
Andrewôs Methodist Church, Glenfield Rd East. 
@DM Hall: Sense & Sensibility 26 Aug. Bad Dad 27  
Aug. Sartaaj Live 2023 2nd Sept. Alfie Bowe 13 Sept. 
@Little Theatre: A Murder is Announced 11-16 Sept.  
Y Theatre: Wrestling Resurgence 8 Sept. Heritage 
Open Days 11-14 Sept. Jack Carroll 15 Sept.  
Bike Fest (Free): 26 Aug, 30 Sept, (1-4pm)  N College. 
Friday Social Pop-ups: Hall @ St. Anneôs, Letchworth 
Rd. 29 Sept, 27 Oct, 24 Nov.  
WP Charity Beer Festival: 1&2 Sept. Hall @ St 
Anneôs Letchworth Rd. Ã5 entry. 
Summer Melodies Loros Ladies Choir Concert: 23 
Sept. 7pm. St Anneôs Ch. Tickets Ã7.50. 07792 118 396 

Email: editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk 
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NEEDLES & SINS 
The Leicester City Councilôs street cleaning in 
the West End is about as effective as it can be 
under the circumstances. Keeping on top of an  
increasing amount of fly tipping and littering whist 
diving into every nook and cranny is a difficult pro-
spect. This is where volunteer litter-pickers come in. 
 Wearing high-vis jackets and thick protective gloves, 
the  St. Paulôs Community Litter Picking Team met 
for the first time on August 8th to sieve through the 
area around the Kirby Road Pocket Park and the old 
St. Paulôs Church.  
 A dozen bags of rubbish 
were collected in a couple 
of hours including cans, 
bottles and broken glass.  
 One of the big problems in 
the area is the number of 
discarded needles and 
syringes. These are gener-
ally stuck in hard to reach 
places like behind hedges, 
railings or hidden by grass. 
Special care must be taken 
with these as they can 
potentially pass on hepatitis B, C and HIV. The nee-
dles were found by Adrian Ablett, better known as 
Can Man, and reported to the council who promptly 

collected them within a few minutes. 
 The group was brainchild of local eco-campaigner 
Adrian, and currently includes members of the Com-
munity Hub which meets every Wednesday 2-4pm in 
the Worship Centre.   
 Adrian and Rev. Sharon 
Plant met at the Hub and 
discovered that they both 
had a desire to clean-up 
the area for the benefit of 
the wider community. A 
grant approval by Fosse 
Ward for Ã500 funded the 
purchase of  litter-picking 
equipment. 
 The group is convinced 
that there are others who 
would like to see the 
streets around the St. Paulôs Conservation Area 
looking and feeling cleaner and brighter, and they 
are hoping that more local residents will soon join 
them.  
 If you are interested in getting involved, please con-
tact Rev. Sharon on 07850 026 007 or email Dave at 
stpaulscommunity@outlook.com 
 The litter picking team plan to meet at 11.30am on 
alternate Tuesdayôs at St. Paulôs & St Augustineôs 
Worship Centre, Kirby Road. The hourly sessions 
are followed by free refreshments. 

http://www.evansbuildingservices.com/
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FESTIVAL WASH-OUT 
It was waterproofs, brollies and wellies for 
those brave souls who attended the Western 
Park Festival as it heroically swam on through 
the downpour of 22nd July. In spite of a day of  
torrential rain the annual festival went ahead as 
planned. Unfortunately, this year, the crowds did 
not turn up in their thousands. 
 Organiser, Ady Alexander said: "It was such a 
shame that it rained all day and people stayed 
away because of it.  
ñIt takes approximately six months to plan, so it 
was heart breaking to see fewer people than nor-
mal.  
 ñThank you to those that threw on the macs and 
wellies and came anyway; we hope that you en-
joyed it. A special thanks to all of the musicians, 
stage teams, first aid, traders, performers, Studio 
79 dancers and our amazing volunteers! I would 
also like to thank the residents in the area for be-
ing so accommodating. I must also mention this 
year's sponsors, STL Service and MOT Centre, on 
Fosse Road and Wanlip Sand and Gravel, Syston. 
The festival would not have been possible without 
them!ò 
 Zander Events plan this event for free on behalf 
of Friends of Western Park every year and be-
cause of it's popularity and increase in costs for 

the infrastructure, such as stages, toilets and se-
curity, to name a few, the lack of gate receipts this 
year means it will not be possible to run the event 
next year without some kind of fundraising or 
sponsorship.  
 Do you have the skills and the time to write fund-
ing bids? Would you like to sponsor the event? 
Are you interested in getting involved? Please get 
in touch at bookings@zanderevents.co.uk 
 A GoFundMe campaign has 
been launched to help cover the 
costs of next yearôs festival. 
 Click the QR Code  to make a 
donation.  

https://westernparkbeerfestival.org/
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