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Hello From The Editor  
Hello and welcome to the Christmas edition of the 
Western Park Gazette.   
 The winter festivities are in high gear. Theoretically, 
by now, we’ve all been out and crushed our credit 
cards into oblivion in spite of the fact that times are 
probably harder than we think. Ahh well, that’s some-
thing to worry about in January… Baileys anyone? 
 December has been fairly quiet on the local news 
front mostly because we’re all focused on the coming 
festivities, so we took a stroll around town to capture 
the yuletide lights and sights. Not too bad at all. 
 In this issue, Helen Knott does battle with the evil that 
is Elf on the Shelf , our Garden Guru, Carey Tunstall, 
takes us through some monthly garden maintenance,  
we have the latest policing update and finally there’s 
our traditional festive crossword right at the back. 
 We would like to thank all of our readers, contributors 
and advertisers who have kept this little magazine 
going for the last 16 years! 
 Have a wonderful Christmas and a happy New Year. 
  You’ll find us on Facebook, X and now Bluesky.       

X @mygazette & Facebook @ourgazette  
If you’ve got a local news story or event email:  

editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk   

BUY A NICE BIG ADVERT 
e: sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk 
www.westernparkgazette.co.uk 

https://bdelectricalltd.co.uk/
mailto:%20srdriver@live.co.uk
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Events Diary 
Hall @ St Anne’s, Letchworth Rd: Knit & Natter: 
1.30pm, 4th Tues. Weds Club: 2.30pm, 1st Weds. 
Pram Club: Weds 9.15-11.30am. Women’s 
Taekwondo: Thurs 8-9pm taekwondo4all.com Fri 
Coffee: 10am. 
Musical Memory Box: 1st & 3rd Tues 2pm. The 
Grove, Braunstone.  
Free Tea/Coffee @ St Paul’s Worship Ctr / Community 
Hub, Kirby Rd  Weds, 2- 4pm. T-Top sale 2nd Sat. 
Drop-in Talk: @ St Paul’s Worship Ctr. Talk to local 
police &  support orgs. 1st Tue monthly 10-12 noon.   
Wonderful Walks on Western Park: Monthly 3rd 
Sunday. 9.30am start at Hinckley Rd gates.  
@ The International: Slade UK 21 Dec. The Plat-
forms 23 Dec. Now I’m Here (Queen tribute) 27 Dec.  
@ Mallory Park: Plumb Pudding Races 26 Dec. 
@ Peepul Centre: Jack & The Beanstalk. Til 24 Dec. 
@ De Mont Hall: Dick Whittington: Til 3rd Jan. Com-
edy Fest Preview: 9 Jan. Magic of Motown: 10 Jan. 
@ Curve: Curve Tours: Until 10 Jan. Sound of Music: 
Until 2 Jan.  Aliens Love Panta Clause: Until 4 Jan. 
@ Y Theatre: Gaudete: 20 Dec, Vittorio Angelo-
ne: 24 Jan. Richard Blackwood: 1 Feb  
@ Little Theatre: Dick Whittington Until 4 Jan.  
@ Mountsorrel Memorial Centre: Sleeping Beauty, 
Till 23 Dec, www.mmcvenue.co.uk 
@ Lough Town Hall: Cinderella. Until 4 Jan. 
@ Civic Hall Bedworth: Aladdin. Until Dec 24. 
Xmas in Leicester: Details from visitleicester.info 

http://www.leicester.gov.uk/libraries
http://www.holmfields.co.uk/


 

 
 
 
 
Somewhere in the recent past (actually around 
the year 2000) a very clever marketing person 
decided to make elf on the shelf a thing. This 
involves Santa's little helpers running amok in 
your house causing chaos wherever they go. It is 
supposedly to ensure the compliance of the small-
est members of the family who languish under the 
apprehension that the elf is 
watching their every move 
and reporting back to the big 
fat fella at the North Pole. It 
comes from Scandinavia 
where apparently it is per-
fectly normal to have house 
elves watching you all the 
time. What it means for par-
ents is that you are constant-
ly running around in chaos 
mode clearing up and reset-
ting your house.  
 I don't know if you've seen 
some of the things these peculiar little creatures 
get up to. I've heard of elves drawing on children's 
faces. I've seen them wrap a toilet in gift paper. 
They have been known to draw all over the mir-

rors in the bathroom with make-up.  One of my 
friends said an elf set up a tattoo parlour on her 
kitchen counter and turned Barbie into a tattooed 
warrior. Less malicious ones sprinkle flour every-
where and run around in it or make snow angels. 
There are also dark rumours they can poop choc-
olate and will turn biscuits into "special treats". 
You have to admit that is just a bit weird! 
 I have to confess that we have never allowed 
these nasty little elves into our house. Not be-
cause we are paragons of virtue but because I am 
a one-woman chaos machine in my own right. I 
am more than capable of creating the kind of may-
hem the elves find so appealing and somehow 
cause less cleaning and tidying in the process. I 
am also unwilling to part with money for a toy with 
a maniacal grin that only comes out for one month 
of the year. I'm all for Scandinavian traditions, but 
this one can stay in Scandinavia.                      HN 

Christmas Crackers 
1: What do you call someone who’s scared of 
Father Christmas? Claustrophobic. 
2: What was the snowman doing at the veg 
market? He was picking his nose. 
3: What’s the best children’s present? A broken 
drum - you just can’t beat it. 

http://www.leicester.gov.uk/libraries
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Scouts Raise Over £1000  
43rd Scout group has raised more than £1,000 to 
support flood protection measures at the Leices-
ter Outdoor Pursuit centre after it was severely 
affected by rising river Soar last year. 
 Scouts saw first-hand the devastation caused when 
their camp at the Leicester Outdoor Pursuit Centre 
(LOPC) was cut short when the River Soar burst its 
banks and flooded the grounds. 
 Determined to help, the Scouts and Cubs set them-
selves an ambitious challenge earlier this year: to 
cycle the equivalent distance from their meeting 
place at St Anne's Church Hall on Letchworth Road 
to Scout Headquarters at Gilwell Park in Epping 
Forest - and back again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 With support from British Cycling and using the 
Leicester cycling circuit, off Glenfield Road, members 
of the group took turns to complete a combined 232-
mile ride, totalling an impressive 387 laps of the 1.6-
mile circuit. This was achieved over one evening with 
around 40 cubs and scouts taking part. 
 In November, the young fundraisers proudly handed 
over a cheque for £1,032 to Hayley   
Smitham-Hopewell from the LOPC where the money 
will contribute toward future flood-resilience work at 
the Loughborough Road site. 
 Scout leaders praised the group's determination and 
teamwork, saying the project was a fun but meaning-
ful way to give back to a place that means so much 
to the group.                                   Tommy Needham 
To join the 43rd Leicester Scout Group as a bea-
ver, cub or scout email: info@43rd.org.uk 
 

 
Just a belated note to inform readers that Western 
Park Open Gardens 2025 raised money for LOROS, 
Leicester Children's Home, (Formerly Mablethorpe 
Holiday Home), St Anne's Church, and Letchworth 
Road Area Neighbourhood Watch.  
 The total amount raised was £2100, with £350 going to 
LOROS and the same amount to the children’s home. 
 We would like to extend grateful thanks to everyone 
who put in such hard work and opened their garden 
and to all those who attended.                    Geoff Pollard 

LETTER BOX 

https://allsidesguttering.co.uk/
https://www.soarsound.uk/radioplayer/
mailto:mattformal@hotmail.com


 

EX-DISPLAY SALE STARTS JAN 2nd 
NEW LINES ARRIVING SOON 

https://www.shepherdsbathrooms.co.uk/


 

 

Merry Christmas 
Christmas in Leicester is a colourful explosion of festive 
lights surrounded by seasonal activities and shopping. 
 We went out on an early December Sunday evening into a 
packed city centre to sample the highlights. 
 From ice skating and the 35m high Wheel of Light on Jubilee 
Sq. to the Humberstone Gate fair, the Christmas Market on 
Gallowtree Gate and 44ft high tree by the Clock Tower, there is 
something for everyone. 
 More Xmas details at visitleicester.info 

https://velowerkz.business.site/


 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 December in the garden may appear quiet at first 
glance, but it is an important month for prepara-
tion, protection and gentle maintenance. With 
winter now set in, the priorities shift from growth and 
display to care, tidying and planning ahead for the 
coming year. Even though daylight hours are short 
and the weather can be unpredictable, there is still 
plenty to keep a gardener meaningfully occupied. 
 One important task is looking after the soil. After 
autumn's leaf fall and the year's accumulated debris, 
December is a perfect month to clear away spent 
plant matter and add a layer of well-rotted compost 
or manure to beds and borders. The winter rains will 
wash the nutrients down into the soil, improving its 
structure without the need for digging. For those 
embracing a no-dig approach, this top dressing acts 
as a protective blanket against erosion and frost 
while preparing a fertile foundation for spring. 
 Protecting vulnerable plants from the cold is another 
key focus. Tender perennials, young shrubs and 
container plants can struggle when temperatures 
drop below freezing. Wrapping pots with fleece or 
bubble wrap, raising containers onto feet to improve 
drainage, and moving the most delicate plants into a 

cold frame or sheltered spot helps reduce winter 
losses. Evergreen shrubs may need watering during 
dry spells, as cold winds can cause dehydration.  
 December is an ideal month for pruning certain 
plants. Many deciduous trees and shrubs are 
dormant, making it easier to see their structure and 
remove dead or crossing branches. Apples and 
pears, in particular, benefit from winter pruning  to 
encourage healthy growth and good fruiting later on. 
Roses can be lightly shaped to prevent wind rock, 
though heavier pruning is usually left until late winter. 
 Wildlife care becomes espe-
cially important as food sources 
diminish. Keeping bird feeders 
clean and topped up with 
seeds, suet or mealworms will 
attract a variety of species that 
contribute to a healthy garden 
ecosystem. A small ice-free 
patch on a pond ensures ani-
mals can still drink, while piles 
of leaves or logs left in quiet 
corners offer hibernation sites 
for insects and hedgehogs. 
 December, a month rich with purpose, offers the 
perfect moment for planning. With the garden's 
bones revealed and growth paused, it is easier to 
reflect on what worked well during the year and what 
might be improved.                              Carey Tunstall 

www.charnwoodtrees.com 

https://www.charnwoodtrees.com/
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Dec Police Update 
A man who was part of a gang that burst into 
a student’s home in Westcotes has been 
jailed for 10 ½ years for aggravated burglary. 
Joshua Idowu, aged 20 at the time, and three 
teenage co-accused, forced their way into a 
home in Harrow Road, targeting cash, ransack-
ing the property, stealing PlayStation consoles 
and designer clothes. The student victim was 
violently attacked and threatened with torture 
while they filmed it.  
 The judge criticized Idowu’s denial and obses-
sion with money. Co-accused Ashirie Smith was 
further jailed for life for murder in custody. 
 Detectives are appealing for witnesses after a 
42-year-old man was robbed and assaulted by 
two men as he walked onto Kate Street from 
King Richards Road just after 4pm on Thurs-
day13th November. He was grabbed at the neck 
by one man while the other assaulted him using 
a slab or brick, they then stole cash and made 
off along Kate Street towards Tudor Road.  
 The victim was treated for minor injuries. 
Anyone with any information should contact DC 
4524 Samantha Church on 101 or via 
leics.police.uk using crime number 25*667202. 
 Fosse Beat team patrols have been increased 
in The Rally, Tudor Road and Glenfield Road 
East areas. As a result of the stop and searches 
of suspects, four people were arrested on suspi-
cion of class A drugs supply, with another per-
son being given an out of court disposal for pos-
session. Two people have now been charged 
and sent to court for possession of class A 
drugs. Charges of theft were also secured for 
one of these two, who was also wanted on a 
court warrant. The other two arrested were 
bailed and the investigation continues.  
 During December, officers have continued to 
target inconsiderate and dangerous parking 
outside local schools. This resulted in a repeat 
offender having his car seized and him being 
reported for traffic offences. 
 Counterfeit money is in circulation, so as Christ-
mas approaches, please check your banknotes 
when selling items online. In Leicester there 
have been 15 reports of counterfeit money being 
handed over by people collecting items they had 
agreed to buy on social media. 
 Most incidents involved the sale of high-value 
mobile phones. The advice is simple, check the 
cash before you hand anything over or better 
and safer use a secure payment method that 
offers seller protection. 
 A Christmas reminder; before you buy and wrap 
up an expensive e-scooter, please note that 
these privately owned devices can’t be ridden on 
public roads, footpaths, shopping centres or any 
public place. Police will seize and destroy them. 

https://westernparkjoinery.co.uk/
http://www.westcoteswills.co.uk/


 



 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Across: Of this season 1 Down: Cloth 2D: 
Flakier weather 3D: Pictorial 4A: A type of 1D 
5D: Home of The Good Witch 6A: A cold manner 
7A: Gives thanks 8D: December 25th 9D: New 
Year bestowment 10A: Wall builder 11D: Post 
holiday necessity 12D: Of Iceland 13A: Titanic 
lettuce 14A: Not suitable 15A: Double act 16A: 
Peacemakers 17A: A fishy conectrion to 12D 
Answers at westernparkgazette.co.uk © Paul Towers 2024  
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