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ESTATE & LETTING AGENTS
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S A Plumbing & Heating

30 Years Experience

Boiler Replacement & Servicing Shaun
Full Central Heating & Upgrades ., Office
Cylinder & Tanks Replaced 011?\5,?”1‘?116

Full Bathroom Fitting & Tiling 07802894895

ZANORCESTER

Bosch Group
Accredited Installer
Fully Insured

Free Quotation -

saplumbing.co.uk 1 58845

No Call Out Charge

Painting and Decoratin

Est 1982
Interior and Exterior

Domestic & Commercial Work, Insurance Quotes Welcome

Tel: 0116 2854 160 Mobile: 0776 822 0793

e:awndecor@yaho0.co.uk
www.a-w-notman-painting-and-decorating.co.uk
87 Nevanthon Road Leicester LE3 6DR

thitectural
Services

A.J.

Building Plans for
EXTENSIONS - LOFT CONVERSIONS
STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS

From initial design right through to Planning
Permission and Building Regulations approval.
We take care of all the details. liaising with the local
authoritics on your behalf.

cALL FOr YOUR FREE consuLTaTiON

T. 0116254 9576 .
M: 07788 416806
M: 07974 263 607 L= .=

E: ajs-architectural@hotmail.co.uk = ! il

0]

A.J.S Architectural Services
24 Wentworth Road Lelcester LE3 9DF

Exper’( Adwce Rellablhty and Quahty

Hello From The Editor

Welcome to the January edition of the West-
ern Park Gazette.
We kick off 2016 with West Leicester right at the
top of the accident black spot chart as figures
reveal the number of car accidents across local
roads. We meet a Westcotes author who's just
self published his first novel and DMU’s Square
Mile Project provided a hearty Christmas meal for
the elderly.
There’s also our regular local policing news from
Mike Hooper, Roger Blackmore dips his toes into
the city’s rivers, Helen Knott has a spectacular
rant about shopping bag thieves, (We cut out a
load of rude words but left a few in) our garden-
ing guru, Tony Huxley, turns over the New Year
sods and the Brain Tazers hide at the back ready
to puree your little grey cells into soup.
There’s also the fantastic chance to win a bril-
liant prize worth £200 from M&M Hair on page
16. That'll set you up for the New Year!
And we also keep you up to date with local news
and activities on social media.
Follow us on Twitter @mygazette & Facebook
by searching for the Western Park Gazette.
If you've got a local news story then email:
editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

Just So You Know.....

e Content in this magazine may not reflect the beliefs
or opinions of the publisher.

e The copyright of all text and advertisements designed
or authored by The Western Park Gazette and its
officers, remains with the publisher at all times.

e If you're supplying under copyright artwork or articles,
Rapscallion Media assumes you have the right to do so.

e All advertising copy you supply must be accurate,
truthful and be ASA compliant.

e You need our permission to reproduce any part of this
magazine or associated website content.

e \We are not responsible for transactions between
Gazette advertisers and their clients.

e \We don’t accept liability for loss or damage as a result
of omissions or errors once content is submitted.

e \We don'’t print editorial endorsements of products or
services. Full terms and conditions are on line.

e All content is published in good faith.

e Copy Deadline Feb 4th 2016

To Contact - Call 07939 115 724
e:editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

e:sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk

Published by Rapscallion Media
62 Ainsdale Rd
Leicester LE3 OUA

Printed by Flexpress Ltd
6 Coal Cart Road, Interchange,
Birstall, Leicester, LE4 3YB




Events Diary

Fosse Singers: Fosse N'hood Centre. Weds. 7pm.
International Folk Dancing: Monthly 2nd & 4th Fri. St.
Anne’s Hall. 2-4pm. Tel: Geoff on 0116 285 8352.

Peter Crebbin’s Cool Swing Band: 1st Sun Month-
ly. Café Chino at Hilton Hotel, Meridian. 1-3.30pm
Thursday Club: Thursdays. 2-4pm. Robert Hall,
147 Narborough Rd.

West End Pay As You Feel Café: Thursdays 6-
8.30pm. West End Centre. Andrewes St. LE3 5PA.
Heritage Sundays: Monthly last Sun. Mediaeval
city open days/tours. 11-3pm. goleicestershire.com
Rumours Of Fleetwood Mac: 27th Jan. De Mont
Hall. www.demontforthall.co.uk

Mammoth Cake Sale: 29th Jan. St. Anne’s Com-
munity Hall. Letchworth Rd. 3.pm.

Chicks Charity Chortle: Fri 29th Jan. NFP Working
Mens Club. 7.30pm. £5.00 on the night.

FESTIVAL FUN - UPSTAIRS AT THE WESTERN
George Egg - Anarchist Cook: 5th & 6th Feb.
Conversation Garden: 6th & 20th Feb. An Audi-
ence With Henry VII: 11th Feb. Mixed Doubles:
13th Feb. Peter Antoniou: 18th Feb. Revan & Fen-
nel: 19th & 20th Feb. All at Upstairs At The West-
ern. Visit: www.upstairsatthewestern.com for info.
Science of the Time Lords: 30th & 31st Jan. Na-
tional Space Centre. Info at www.spacecentre.co.uk
Steam Toys in Action: 7th Feb. Abbey Pumping St.
Western Park Pop-up Pub: 4th March. St. Anne’s
Church Hall. From 5.00pm.

Holmfields

Baldieksl N QUALITY

kitchens

Your Local Famlly Run Busmess
Fitted Kitchens, Bedrooms & Studies * Design & Planning

Installation Services Including Building Work

Holmfields Showroom 17 Carlisle Street Leicester LE3 6AH
T: 0116 255 6669 F: 0116 255 6668 E: suppon@holmfields.co.uk

www.holmfields.co.uk

BUILDERS &
CONTRACTORS

Our Reputation is Building
Established 1982

e Extensions e Alteratlons ° Conversuons
e Loft Conversions & Roofing
e Disabled Adaptions & Wet rooms

6 Gimson Road, Leicester LE3 6DY
www. leicester-construction.co.uk
e: admin@thomaspercy.co.uk

Your Local Taxi Service Available 24 Hours

4,6 AND 8 SEATER VEHICLES
FARES PRE-SET

(Know the cost before you travel)

FREE RINGBACK ON ARRIVAL
LOW COMPETITIVE FARES FROM JUST

£3.50!
Ring us NOW for a Quote

0116 232 22 22

www.fosse-taxis.co.ly




UP THE JUNCTION

Two busy West End roads have made it into
Leicester's top ten league of accident black-
spots over a five year period.

The Fosse Road North/Blackbird Road and Gro-
by Road Junction shared the number one spot
with the Soar Valley Way/Lutterworth Road and
Glenhills Way junction which both suffered 27 car
crashes over the last five years.

In at number four with 26 accidents is the stretch
on Narborough Road between Noel Street to
Stuart Street and straight in at number eight with
twenty-two collisions is the Upperton Road/
Narborough Road Junction.

Dovelands In The Top Ten!

Dovelands Primary School is now in the top
10 primary schools in Leicester for English
and Maths.

The school moved from 46th in ‘
the Local Authority to 10th in

2015, for the Key Stage 2 result

in maths, reading and writing

combined for Year 6 children. |

Ninety per cent of children

achieved a level 4 or higher in

reading, writing and maths, and |
29 per cent achieved a level 5 in all 3 subjects.
Headteacher, Sara McAdam said: "This is better
than the national level and better than our results
in 2014.

"It has been an incredible year for Dovelands!
The changes we have made have continued to
put children's progress at the centre of our focus
and are having a huge impact — taking us into the
top ten primary schools in Leicester for English
and Maths".

The school also took part in more sporting tour-
naments than ever before, including table tennis
and girl's football, and a year five boy came first
in the Leicester City Schools cross country event.

To feature your school email:
editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

ALL NEW COMBINED SERVICES - SAME GREAT VALUE!

Woodgate Eye Centre & Wyvem Optlcal

e NHS & Private Testing
e NHS VOUCHERS Accepted
e FREE Sight Tests for Under 16's
e Outside Prescriptions Welcomed

e Wide Range of Designer Frames
e Lens Replacement Service

e Fast & Efficient Repairs
e Glasses Made On-site

e Great Value Frames
e Contact Lenses

v

el

10% STUDENT DISCOUNT!
(Just Show Your NUS Card!)

Tel: 0116 2241 767

Open: Mon-Fri 8.00am-6.00pm




Leicester’s
(Hear4u leading
audiologist

The Hearing Homecare Professionals

The leading hearing centre in the county
New shop open now on Hinckley Road

A family practice with over 20
years experience. Committed
to finding the right hearing

system for you.

Call today
for a FREE
hearing
test

Instant Microsuction Ear Wax Removal 1 00/

OFF

Everything up until end of Febuary

227-229 Hinckley Road, Leicester, Leicestershire, LE3 0TG 0116 262 3279
13 King Street, Hinckley, Leicestershire, LE10 1QT 01455 234 600

www.hear4u.co.uk



Down By The River

Rivers have been very much in the news over
these past few weeks. They are often seen as
the source of a great deal of flooding and conse-
quently flood damage.

However, there is also a view that they harbour
important flood plains. The latter have too often
been used as the sites for foolhardy building de-
velopments, which themselves aggravate the
flood problems.

Our rivers have for centuries been major arteries
of transport and trade. Until comparatively recent-
ly they provided for much quicker and more relia-
ble travel than moving about by road.

Here in Leicestershire the River Soar was an
outlet to the North Sea via the Trent, whilst further
south, the Welland offered access through Stam-
ford to the Wash and the East Anglian coast.

As the industrial revolution developed, the transit
of goods was speeded up by the digging of ca-
nals. Links were made to Loughborough and be-
yond into the north-west Leicestershire coalfield.
The River Soar navigation was improved and a
canal was built up the valley of the Wreake to
Melton Mowbray and beyond into Rutland. Alas
the canal era was not to last and the new water-
ways in many cases were abandoned.

There are other rivers draining many other parts

of the county, including no less that two River
Sences. One of these flows through the country
park at Ibstock into the west of the county, whilst
the other runs into the River Soar near Wigston.
The River Swift near Lutterworth is reputed to be
where the body of the rebel preacher, John Wyc-
liffe, was thrown after his death. Back in the city
not everyone is aware of the River Baum which
joins the Soar near Aylestone.

In the past Leicester has been accused of turning
its back on the River. However the recent growing
popularity of our summer Riverside Festival may
indicate that interest in our riverfront is growing.
Roger Blackmore
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Shepherds Bathrooms

/3 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 OTD

olear ,"/f///'//'//r//( nB R IrT 1! O =

Superb Bathroom Supplies and Installation
Fitted by Qualified and Time Served Experts
Huge Range to Fit Any Budget

Extensive Showroom
Ring us for more information or call into our showroom

0116 255 4351

www.shepherdsbathrooms.com
Open Monday-Saturday




KVOTT'S LANMDINVG

I've never thought of plastic bags as particular-
ly valuable. | laughed at all those jokes about
collecting all the carrier bags in your house
and selling them online for 5p each. Well guess
who's not laughing now. Not since some kleptoma-
niac, lowlife, scumbag stole the carrier bags out of
my shopping trolley TWO days before Christmas.
In SAINSBURY'S for goodness sake! Aren't they
supposed to be a better class of shopping experi-
ence? No-one in Aldi would dream of pinching your
bags. It's just not done.

| understand that we are still in the grips of auster-
ity but seriously, if you realise you can't afford the
extra 20p for some carrier bags as you walk into
the store to do your Christmas shop you are clearly
a bit thick. Everyone in genuine need is off down
the discount supermarkets and the food banks
getting together what they can but you... No, you
are in Sainsbury's, maybe for a few luxury items?
Perhaps you didn't feel it necessary to pay for
those either?

Maybe | shouldn't have left my trolley for a few
seconds to reach through the crowds to grab that
streaky bacon? That's what the cashier said to me
and yes, she was right, but on the other hand, it
was a bum-fight in there. People ramming each

other with trolleys, grabbing the last cheese platter
out of another shopper's hands, scrabbling for
pickled onions and a packet of Paxo. The polite
shopper leaves their trolley in the empty health
food aisle and heads into the fray with both hands
free to shop, and they shouldn't have to worry
about some sneaky little scroat nicking their carrier
bags.

Apparently some people put their purses in the
shopping bags and leave them there, which is why
my carriers may have been targeted, but | don't
buy it. Most women | know have a purse like a
brick with a density higher than lead. It's filled with
tatty old receipts, lottery tickets from last year , a
thousand loyalty cards and very little actual money.
The nanosecond you lift a carrier bag you know
that there isn't a purse in there because your bicep
tells you so.

No, | think the criminal that took my bags is the
worst kind. A lazy, entitled middle class muppet,
probably with a job, who couldn't be arsed to bring
their own bags or cough up the 20p to buy some
more and decided that my unattended ones were
an in-store free gift, even though they quite clearly
said TESCO and ALDI on the side.

| have the last laugh though. One of the bags had
a leaky box of raw chicken thighs in it the day be-
fore. I'm hoping you got a serious gastrointestinal
infection that erupted from both ends and ruined
your Christmas. Helen Knott

the house

clearance

men

established over 37 years

TOP PRICES PAID

HOUSE CLEARANCE & CLEAN
CONFIDENTIAL SERVICE
DISCREET & EFFICIENT
SINGLE ITEMS PURCHASED

Tel: 0116 233 8828 Email: mick@mickanddens.co.uk

“Your first stop for full, part house, garage or loft clearance,
distribution of estate or simply downsizing”

www. mickanddens.co.uk




LATEST OFFERS

LOOK OUT FOR

KEY CUTTING FROM £3 EACH
(OR 2 FOR £5)

NUTS, BOLTS & SCREWS
SWEEPING BRUSHES
ROOFING FELT
DECORATING RANGE
WORK WEAR & BOOTS
GARDEN & POWER TOOLS
FENCE PANELS (ALL SIZES)
BIRD FEEDERS, TABLES & FOOD
BALSA WOOD - LARGE SELECTION

WINTER’S HERE!
SMOKELESS 20KG BAGS: £12.00
COAL 20KG BAGS: £6.99
KINDLING: £3.00 A BAG
LOGS: £4.00 A BAG
FIRELIGHTERS: £1.50
DRAFT EXCLUDERS/FILM GLAZE
FIRESIPE ACCESSORIES
ROCK SALT 20KG: £4.99 2 FOR £8
SNOW SHOVELS: £4.99
NEW: WOODPEN SLEDGES!!!

NEW WINTER CAR KITS ONLY £4.99

NEW: GARDEN INCINERATORS
WERE £29.99 NOW £149.99

NEW: PORTABLE GAS HEATERS

INC. FITTINGS: £80.00
(WHILE STOCKS LAST)
NEW: 4L TR PARAFFIN £6.99
OR 2 FOR £12.00

TRADITIONAL LIGHT BULBS
40, 60 & 100W 10 PKS

ONLY £5.00!

150 WATT LIGHTBULBS
WHILE STOCKS LAST!
TRAD CLEAR 100 WATT
4 PACK—WAS £1.99
NOW ONLY £1.50!

LARGE RANGE OF

LED LIGHT BULBS

INC. GOLFBALL -
NOW STOCKING

FAN & HALOGEN HEATERS

LARGE RANGE FROM £4.99
MOISTURE TRAPS

MORE GREAT

DEALS
IN STORE!

SHOP VACANCY
KNOWLEDGE OF TOOLS & HARDWARE REQUIRED
CALL STEVE FOR JOB DETAILS

FREE DELIVERY UP TO 5 MILES!

GAS UP THE HEATER HERE!

www.daymansdiy.co.uk




ROOFING »y PAUL TURNER

AND GENERAL BUILDING REPAIRS

Re-roofs
General Repairs
Welsh Slating )
Lead Flashing
Re-ridging Over 30 years Experience

Tel: 0116 210 14 16
M: 07816 851 911

As Recommended by Knightsbridge Estate Agents

BUILDING
Z SERVICES
Extensions and Repairs ‘,\ ' \
Garden Walls and Patios | ¢ y
Loft Conversions

General Property Maintenance
All Building Work Undertaken

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
T: 0116 243 2868 M: 0779 685 7640

Your Local Expert Gardener!
Garden Maintenance
Lawn Care & Hedge Cutting
Garden Design
Specialist Pruning

Fully qualified with over 10 Years of Stately

Home & Botanical Garden Experience
e: elizabeth@elizabethstonegardens.com
|} boitker LOOK for es_gardens

New College Community Partnership
Community Partnership proudly presents the
New College Leicester Knitting Club! The club
started on the 24th September 2015 and was
established by Jennifer Allton, one of their com-
munity volunteers .

The aim of the club is for each student to knit
and contribute a square to a blanket. The blan-
kets will be donated to Prince Harry’s Sentebale
charity in Lesotho, South Africa. The Charity
works with Lesotho’s most vulnerable children
offering them safe accommodation, hot meals or
psychosocial support.

Jennifer has a close connection with the charity
sending knitted items from hats to blankets and
she hopes to involve the wider community in the
project.

The club takes place on a Thursday lunch time
in the library. The first meeting was captured on
camera and shows all of the enthusiastic stu-
dents. Principal of New College Leicester, Mrs
Brown joined the students offering her support
and knitting expertise!

Community Partnership say they are excited to
watch the club progress and allow the students to
make a difference to the life of others.

Got a local story or a great West Leicester
picture? Are you holding an event or are
you doing something special?

Tell us all about it!

editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk
Or via Twitter & Facebook




£

torrwaterfield

l ACCOUNTANTS

Accountancy
Audit
Sage Training
- Tax Aduvic

el

VAT Returns
Bookkeeping
Business Start-Ups

usiness Development

EE No-Obligation Meeting

0800 652 1614
FREE ADVICE LINE

www.torrwaterfield.co.uk

info@torrwaterfield.co.uk

Park House, 37 Clarence Street, Leicester LEL 3RW




C:C

i
We clean as little or
as much as you want.
e We will change beds!
(Nothing nicer than a fresh bed!)

e We can load/unload your dishwasher
e Our service includes skirting boards,
lights & light switches as standard
e [roning service also available
e We charge from £10 per hour

For a free no obligation quote please contact

07919 075 795

www .cleanedandgleaming.co.uk

) Aerials & Satellite

é Aerials & Satellite Dishes Fitted

\(/[ e Multi Room /N
e Sky Magic Eye ﬁ

k

e Telephone Extensions digitait#
@8 o CCTV Supplied & Fitted Sirat

Rising Stars Academy

Of Dance e Theatre
Catering for young People from 2-18
COME AND JOIN THE FUN!

Now Taking Classes in:
Ballet « Gymnastics «Tap »Street « Theatre Craft
Musical Theatre *Modern Jazz « Festivals & Shows
FIRST CLASS FREE!
Call Principal Emma Bateman

07843 987 877 osscas

Church Of The Martyrs, Westcotes Dr, LE3 0QT

No! - To Cold Calling

Two streets in Leicester’s West End are the
latest to say no to uninvited cold callers.
Residents in Cherryleas Drive and Linkway Gar-
dens have worked with the local police and
Leicester City Council trading standards to set up
a ‘No Cold Calling Zone'.

The voluntary scheme is designed to discourage
rogue traders and uninvited door-to-door sellers
by sending a clear message that they are not
wanted in the area.

Ward councillor and assistant city mayor Sarah
Russell said: “No Cold Calling Zones can help
give people the confidence to say ‘no’ to cold
callers.

“The zones are there to let cold callers know that
they are not wanted in the area and residents will
not be doing business with them.

“It's an effective way of helping to deter unscru-
pulous traders and stopping doorstep crime”.
There are now over 70 No Cold Calling Zones in
the city.

THE CREATURE IN THE CLOSE

A West End author is hoping for great suc-
cess with his debut novel.

Jethro  Swift  from
Westcotes has self
published ‘Gossamer -
The Creature in the
Close’, a teen fantasy
action novel about a
young lad fighting an
ancient evil in Port Ra-
mon on the world of
Haven.

Jethro's day job is
working for the city
council’'s environmental
department but his love
of literature dates back to childhood. He said: “I
was influenced at an early age by the likes of
Tolkien, Lewis, Roald Dahl, Star Wars, Bur-
roughs, and many others. Whilst riding to school,
and now years later, walking to work, stories of
my own occupy my mind”.




(The Creature in the Close continued)
“My interests and experi-
ences, including the more
recent ones out on the
streets of Leicester, have
all influenced my work”.
Gossamer is an inquisi-
tive young boy and his
sole companion is the
enigmatic Coat. He's
searching for the ultimate
view of the vast city he
lives in and he isn't afraid
to explore every nook and
cranny on the way. This
leads him into trouble, more often than not, and
draws the attention of the denizens from the
more mysterious and dangerous side of Port
Ramon.

Jethro said: “As a child, | had a fear of stepping
on the cracks in the pavements. One day, | de-
cided to try my own version of why these cracks
should be avoided and The Creature in the Close
has grown from that initial idea”.

Jethro is already working on Gossamer’s contin-
uing adventures in Beneath The Bell Tower.
Gossamer and The Creature in the Close can be
downloaded for Kindle for £1.99 or ordered as a
paperback for £4.99 from Amazon

NAMASTE

Enjoy A Quiet Relaxing Meal
Indian Restaurant

Serving West Leicester for over 23 Years
I w

e "NAMASTE

G‘ZS SAMER

I'he Creatun

Take away service with 10% discount for collections
Free delivery within 5 miles. Booking advised

65 Hinckley Road, Leicester, LE3 OTB

0116 254 1778

www.namaste-restaurant.co.uk

VER Motor Services Ltd

Servicing - Diagnostics - Repairs

FREE 6 POINT WINTER CHECK
'.\MIJ/'(’{'{ to Parts
Tel: 0116 319 0118 / 07850 881 911

Shaftsbury Road Leicester LE3 O0QN
e:justin@vfrmotorsltd.co.uk

ASPEN PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Boilers ‘
Plumbing
Breakdowns & Repairs ' }
Central Heating
Gas Appliance Servicing
Radiator Upgrades
Kitchen & Bathroom Installs

Contact: Wesley

email: apm@engineer.com

531343

Tel: (0116) 229 5161 / 07867 873602

¥) 25%or

FOR NEW CLIENTS

10% orr

FOR NUS, NHS & OAPS™

Meet Hannah Our New Stylist!

4 ¥ y N P
elcester

38

O3 Upperton Road!

0116 229 37

*hair only & time limited, t&cs apply, not in conjunction with any other offer.




Foot ¢ Care

Fully Qualified Foot Health Practitioner
DipCFHP MPSPract
Ingrowing Toe Nails, Thickened Nails, Fungal
& Athletes Foot, Verrucas, Corns, Calluses,
Diabetics, Cracked Heels, Nail Trimming

For Home Visits Call Michelle

07983 401 247

DA LANDSCAPES

SLABBING # GRAVELLING » FENCING » TURFING
* GARDENS CLEARED
» TREES/HEDGES CUT & REMOVED

OAP DISCOUNTS!
0116 233 0007

07909 724 435

Ovens, Extractors,
Microwaves & BBQs
Expertly Cleaned

OVENCLEAN

The original oven cleaning specialists

Put the sparkle back into your oven

Call Neville on 07948 622 379

www.ovenclean.com

The Wright Decorators
Steve Wright

i Local Decorator
25 years Experience
All Work Guaranteed

For all your interior and exterior decorating needs

Call 0116 2241 959 M:07810 810 291
e: thewrightdecorators@hotmail.co.uk
49 Lindfield Road Leicester LE3 6HL

Pensioners Xmas Treat

More than 100 pensioners enjoyed a Christ-
mas celebration with music, games and fes-
tive food at a special party organised by stu-
dents.

It was organised as part of DMUlocal, De Mont-
fort University's campaign to create positive
change and opportunities for people across
Leicester, using the skills of staff and students to
help the community. DMU's Square Mile out-
reach team invited community groups, worked
with Age Concern to identify elderly and vulnera-
ble people who would welcome the chance to
meet new people and delivered leaflets to adver-
tise the event.
Volunteer students |.
served the food, took
orders, organised
games and raffles and
ran bingo for their }
guests at the West End *
Community Centre in
St Andrewes Street.
The party was sup-
ported by Lord Mayor
Ted Cassidy and John
Coster of the Leicester
Centre for Integrated -

Living, which is based at the centre. Lelcester
West MP Liz Kendall was also there to chat to
residents and wish them a happy Christmas.
Food was served by the Real Junk Food Project,
which runs a pay-as-you-feel café every Thurs-
day night and Fridays between 11am to 3pm,
while the LCIL social media cafe is on.
“This is lovely,” said spokeswoman Alison Pres-
ton, “The Square Mile Project does such great
things for the community and it's lovely to see so
many people here today.”

One of the organisers, Debbie Tinsley comment-
ed: We don’t want anyone to feel alone at Christ-
mas time and we hope that everyone has a nice
time together and makes new friends, and we
want to hold events throughout the year so peo-
ple can meet regularly”.




RESOURCES CENTRE \(//.

<~. LE

Music Lessons for Children

For five to seventeen year olds. Guitar, Keyboard, Violin, Flute, Clarinet, Recorder, Trumpet, Cornet,
Drums and Song Writing. Lessons in groups. Various times depending on instrument , ability and numbers.
£35.00 for a ten week term. There is also a children’s choir.

Music for Under Fives
One and two year olds — Wednesdays, 9.30 — 11.00am Under eighteen months - Thursdays 2.00 — 3.30pm.
Eighteen months to five - Fridays 2.30 — 4.00pm. All cost £3.00 per session.
£1.50 for a second child with same parents. First lesson free.
Band
Fridays 7.00 — 8.00pm. Cost £2.00 per session. Ring 07866378392 for further details.

Senior Citizens Lunch Club
Mondays & Thursdays, 12.30pm. Cost £2.50 for two course meal plus tea/coffee.

Senior Citizens Club
Mondays 2.00 — 4.00pm. Cost £1.00.
Senior Citizens Keep Fit
Thursdays 11.00am — Noon. Cost 60p.
Fosse Lunch Club
Fridays 12.30pm. Cost 70p for main course plus tea/coffee. Run by Zinthiya Trust and funded by the
Riverside Housing Association. All welcome.

Our Co-op Friendship Group

Tuesdays 10.00am — Noon. Cost £1.00. Learn craft skills and make new friends.
Yoga
Mondays 6.00 — 7.15pm and 7.30pm — 8.45pm. £4.00 per session, unwaged £3.50.
Must book in advance.

Computer Classes
Wednesdays. 1.45 — 2.45 pm and 2.45 - 3.45pm. 60p per session.
Contact Centre for further details or to book.

Tetsudo
Martial Arts. Sundays 11.00am — 1.00pm. Cost Adults. £4.00, Under 12s £2.50.
Ring 01509 260875 for further information.

Narcotics Anonymous
Tuesdays 7.30 - 9.00pm. Ring NA helpline 0207 7300009 and ask for Woodgate — Leicester meeting.

Abbey Social Club
Monthly second Wednesday of month. 1.45 - 3.45pm. Members 75p, Non-Members £1.00.

The Centre is also Available for Bookings

There are three rooms. The main room is particularly suitable for childrens’ parties and other family
events. The smaller rooms are ideal for meetings, small training events or teaching musical instruments
Contact Centre for rates and availability or visit our website.

For further information contact :
Woodgate Residents Association, Woodgate Resources Centre, 36 Woodgate,

Leicester LE3 5GE Tel. 253 0717 e: woodgateresidents@hotmail.com
Please visit our website. www.woodgate.org.uk
The Woodgate Resources Centre is funded by Leicester City Council
The Youth Music Programme by Youth Music




ALL domestic plumbing & heating work undertaken.

‘call us todaa’

AND HEATING LIMITED

PLUMBING

211551

OFFICE

0116 254 8462

Boiler Replacements
System Upgrades
Boiler Maintenance & Breakdowns
Full Central Heating
Domestic Gas Installation & Repairs
Underfloor Heating

Bathroom Refits M 0 B I L E

All General Plumbing Work 0771 7477 532
57 Letchworth Road, Leicester, LE3 OFL

E-mail: westendplumbingandheating@hotmail.co.uk

CONSTRUCTION & CARPENTRY

Loft Conversions
Extensions & Refurbishments
Shop & Bar Fit Out

All aspects of carpentry and building work
undertaken from design to completion

including all relevant inspections & certificates
Contact

Matt Hackett
07581 430 638 or 0116 225 8344

3rd Generation Carpenter

FOLLOW
US ON
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PSTAIRS

WIN A £200 HAIR & FACIAL!

We’ve got together with M&M hair 5* salon on
Narborough Road to offer an amazing prize
worth £200!

= hair
@©

Win a complete transformation at one of Leices-
ter's top salons! A fantastic hair restyle with col-
our change by one of the senior stylist and a
relaxing Elemis aroma pure facial by their award
winning beautician.

To be in with the chance of winning answer
the question below:

What year was M&M Hair established?
A: 1993
B: 1994
C: 1995

Email your answer before Feb 2nd 2016 and
include your contact details to:
editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

Terms & conditions: 1 prize available. 1 entry per
person. 1 correct winner chosen at random. No cash
alternative. Judge’s decision is final.

THE WESTERN

Leicester’s Only Pub Theatre

SPRING 2016

“Friendly, intimate venue”
“Excellent venue -

long my she reign!”
Audience Members

Tickets available behind the bar

at The Western or online
www.upstairsatthewestern.com
We often sell out - best to book in advance!

v n @UpstairsWestern

Image from George Egg - Anarchist Cook, Fri 5 & Sat 6 Feb, 7.30pm




\(ﬂ - 4, LEICESTER
" . = SPRING COURSES 2016
Workers' Educational Association ENROL NOW!

101 HINCKLEY ROAD LEICESTER LE3 0TD

Call 0116 255 6614

e: 101leicester@wea.org.uk or visit: www.wea101.org

CODE | DAY COURSE TITLE TUTOR WKS | START TIMES COST*
NAME DATE
35839 | Monday A History of 20" and 21* Alex Reffell 7 25Jan 16 10.30-12.30 53.90

Venue: West End Neighbourhood Centre, Andrewes Street, Leicester, LE3 5FA

35832 Monday Come and see the view!: John Florance 7 25 Jan 16 1.30-3.30 53.90

Venue: Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel, East Bond Street, Leicester, LE1 45X

35861 Tuesday Philosophy of Superheroes: | Emma Hurley 7 2Feb 16 10.00-12.00 53.90
looking at Spiderman, Su-

Venue: Secular Hall, 75 Humberstone Gate, Leicester, LE1 1WB

Wednesday Creative Writing Alison Dunne 7 27 Jan 16 10.30-12.30 53.90

Venue: Newarke Houses Museum, The Newarke, Leicester, LE2 7BY

35852 Wednesday Ukulele workshops for Alison Dunne 7 27 Jan 16 1.30 -3.30 53.90
those with some experi-

Venue: Great Meeting Unitarian Chapel, East Bond Street, Leicester, LE1 45X

35859 Wednesday Anglo Saxons Stephanie 7 27 Jan 15 1.30-3.30 53.90

Venue: Newarke Houses Museum, The Newarke, Leicester, LE2 7BY

35869 ] Thursday ]Family History workshop I Kevin Brown | 7 I 28 Jan 16 I 10.00-12.00 [53.90

Venue: Leicester College, Abbey Park Campus, Painter Street, Leicester, LE1 3WA

35862 Friday Gonna Rise up Singing Alex Reffell 74 29Jan 16 10.30-12.30 53.90

Venue: Y Theatre, 7 East St, Leicester, LE1 6EY

29 Jan 16
35866 Friday I’m gonna sing — singing for | Alex Reffell 7 = 1.30-3.30 53.90

Venue: Y Theatre, 7 East St, Leicester, LE1 BEY

ENGLISH AND MATHS COURSES ALSO AVAILABLE!!!
RING ON 0116 255 6614 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

If you are on a means tested benefit or a household income of less than £15,256 the course may be free.




M Property Sale & Purchase ® Wills & Probate ® Immigration Law
W Charity Law ® Commercial Conveyancing ® Driving Offences
¥ Matrimonial Law ® Business Sale & Purchase

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE - GUJARATI & HINDI SPOKEN

Tel: (0116) 255 8500
40 Hinckley Road, Leicester, LE3 ORB
E:sg@rwhemmings.co.uk

C Ol 7 C BRES

Roofing Services EXPERIENCE

Repairs FREE Guttering install & Repair
Re-slating Chimney Renovations
Re-tiling NO OBLIGATION Facias and Soffits
Guttering QUOTAT'ON Brick Re-pointing

Lead Work  \yip up to And Much More....

T: 0116 2223 883 10 Years Guarantee

M: 07855 251 998
www.corzacroofingservices.cO.uk

SD PLASTERING & TILING

All Aspects of Plastering and Tiling
Domestic, Commercial & Insurance

FREE ESTIMATES

T: 0116 348 3354 M: 0771 353 1096

e: contact(@sd-plasteringandtiling.com

www.sd-plasteringandtiling.com

Want to Pay Less Tax or Starting Out in Business?
Need a Pro-active Accountant?

Struggling with your Tax Return?
LET US HELP

:« KIRT & CO

ACCOUNTANTS
ACCOUNTING TAX & BUSINESS ADVICE
Friendly and Professional Local Service

0116 285 2694

60 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 ORB
e: info@kirt-accountants.co.uk

www.kirt-accountants.co.uk

FUNNY GIRLS!!
womens aid

until women & children are safe

You don’t have to wait until next month’s
Dave’s Leicester Comedy Festival to get your
funny bone tickled.

An all female line up of comedians will be head-
ing to the Newfoundpool Working Men's Club to
raise money for Women's Aid Leicestershire.

The Chicks Charity Chortle takes place on Fri-
day January 29th and includes six acts who have
given up their time to entertain and raise money
for the charity. Caroline Ryan will be your host for
the evening and other performers include Sarah
Keyworth, Sarah Johnson and Helen Knott.
Tickets cost £5 and are available on the night or
through www.eventbrite.com

MEET YOUR COUNCILLORS

Western Ward Councillors Surgeries
Councillors: Dr Susan Barton, George Cole and
Malcolm Unsworth. First Friday of the month 3-4pm
at New Parks Customer Service Centre, Aikman Av,
LE3 9PW. Second Weds of the month 7-8pm at St.
Anne's Church Hall, Letchworth Road, LE3 6FN &
Third Sat of the month 11-12 noon at Braunstone Frith
Recreation Centre, Sharman Crescent, LE3 6NW.

Fosse Councillors Surgeries
Councillors: Ted Cassidy MBE and Dawn Alfonso.
Second Sat of the month 10.30-11.30am,

Fosse Neighbourhood Centre, Mantle Road, LE3 5GH.
Last Sat of the month 10.30 -11.30am,

Woodgate Residents’ Association, Woodgate, LE3
5GE.

Westcotes Councillors Surgeries
Councillors: Sarah Russell & Andy Connelly.
Westcotes Library, Narborough Road, LE3 0BQ
First Sat of every month, 10.30 -11.30am and Third
Friday, 10.00am - 11.00am.

MDL

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Gardening, General Repairs, Electrics, Locks,
Plumbing, CRB Checked, 30 Years Experience

CALL MICK
07407 658 160

E: mdlhandymanservices@gmail.com



ARTI JEWELLERS] .....

A M«@._?_ Gold Bought For Cash

R T T T Competitive Prices!
O B e el

Expert Service!
Top Quality!
e Silver Jewellery
eJewellery Repairs
® Ear & Nose Piercing
e 22ct Gold & White Gold
® Diamond & Platinum Rings

Tel: 0116 254 5091

www.artijewellers.com
65 NARBOROUGH RD, LEICESTER LE3 OLE

RUDKIN & i
HERBERT LTD \WBH

+ All plumbing work undertaken

» Full heating systems

+ High efficiency condensing boilers

+ Boiler replacement

« System upgrades & flushing

+ Landlord certificates

+ Registered solar hot water installers
* Under floor heating systems

+ Bathrooms, wetrooms & showers

* Registered solar PV system installers
+ 7 year guarantee on all boiler installations

= g
LEICESTER 0116 202 9775 [YPRASH Rl

k! HEAD OFFICE : 80 UPPERTON ROAD, LEICESTER, LE3 OHB J
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MATH. READING. SUCCESS.

] t
2 WEEK FREE TRIAL

1%t February — 29" February 2016
Q rogrammes have been
eIping children of all ages
and abilities across the world to study
beyond their school level for 60 years.
The programmes enable children to
develop their study skills and
confidently tackle advanced work.
Q every child skills to last a
life-time. Through studying
the maths and English programmes,
?lour child will develop independent

earning skills and increased self-
confidence with a positive attitude to

study.
Maths and English programme

Q contact:

Nina Pancholi
0116 266 8037
07805487419

e: leicestercentral@kumoncentre.co.uk
The centre is open Tues & Thurs
from 4pm-6pm
Church of the Martyrs, Westcotes
Drive, off Narborough Road , LE3 0QT

The Kumon Maths and English

Kumon is a unique method of
learning designed to give

To sign up for the Kumon

January Police Update

Hello and a Happy New Year to you all. 2016
looks to be a busy year as usual, not only
with normal business but also with the
changes highlighted in the previous issue.
We have also been made aware by local resi-
dents of speeding vehicles around Glenfield
Road and Letchworth Road. This is a concern
of ours as we have a number of schools in the
area and stopping times are greatly increased
at higher speeds. We appreciate that this is not
likely to be local residents but predominantly
people passing through the area. To combat
this, we will be utilising our volunteer Special
Constables to assist in a speeding operation,
which has been conducted before in the area.
Where necessary we will be giving words of
advice to drivers and issuing tickets to those
flouting the law. In previous incidents a number
of individuals managed to draw attention to
themselves by their high speed and, upon
checking the vehicles, they were found to be
without insurance or in an unsuitable state. One
such vehicle had a virtually bald tyre, which is
extremely dangerous as the ability to displace
water from the surface means that control will
be lost easily.
Towards the end of
the year we did see
our anticipated spike
in burglaries across
the wards. We took
part in an operation
to tackle the problem, =
through the use of
increased high visibil- |
ity foot and mobile @
patrols in the area; ®
the use of plain
clothes officers pa- g :
trolling the area and @ :
also utilising of the Mobile Beat Bus. The Beat
Bus is essentially an office on wheels that can
be parked up in various parts of the community.
From here, officers handed out crime prevention
advice, took on board any issues brought to
them and were generally available for a chat.
During the operation we arrested an outstand-
ing suspect for a burglary who was spotted by
the plain clothes officers and was swooped in
on. In another incident, high visibility officers
came across a male who had stolen property on
him from a car that had been broken into on a
neighbouring area; so he was promptly arrested
also. Our patrols will be continuing and if you
have any worries then please stop us to have a
chat if you see us. Otherwise, events will be
added to both the Fosse Ward and Western
Park website pages. Mike Hooper




Tony Huxley'’s
Compost Corner

2015 left us with the wettest
December on record and 2016 didn’t begm any
drier. With the soil now holding its maximum wa-
ter capacity, even after the rain eases, it'll be well
into spring before many areas begin to dry.

Record breaking “Hundred
Year events” seem to be
happening almost annually. &
We should probably recon-
sider what constitutes a
“Hundred Year event” and
alter how we garden accord-
ingly.

If your garden has become a
bog, the best course of ac-
tion is to do nothing! Healthy
soil is porous, like a sponge. #
This allows plant roots to &
breathe. When the soil is =
saturated, the roots suffocate =
and the plant slowly dies. But "F‘;?}
walking on the waterlogged '
soil squashes those spongy holes out of exist-
ence. This destroys the soil structure, so even

when the ground dries out the plants still struggle.
The soil also loses its ab- .
sorbency so actually floods
even quicker next time!

But how to prepare for
increased rainfall? If you
improve the soil structure,
your garden will hold more
moisture in dry periods, but
drain easier in a downpour.
If the ground is compacted,
use a fork to break it up.
On big lawns, you may =
want to hire a mechanical
aerator then top-dress with
a mixture of sharp sand and topsoil.

Adding grit
and sand can help drainage, but you'll need a
huge amount to alter the nature of a heavy clay
soil. Adding plenty of organic matter is the best
way to improve the soil. In extreme cases, you
may want to consider land-drains, but that can be

a major project. Less drastic measures include
growing plants in raised beds or building a sea-
sonal wildlife pond to drain the excess. There’'s
also a vast array of trees and plants that can cope

. with wet soils, from Alders to Zantedeschia. W hat-

ever weather you plan for, expect the unexpected,
and lots of it. This is England after all!
© Tony Huxley
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YOUR LOCAL TREE SURGEON

¥ fre your trees too tall, é/oc(ﬁ"g light or untidy?
Mo Do your hedges, conters or shrubs need trimming?

charnwood
tree

services

Mo Would you like 2o remove that stubborn stump?

With 30 years of woréi;g
pleased to 3iVe you free advice and a free yaoz‘az‘ion

in your area, I would be

Callmenowon 0116 250 5848

2- Constant! y

www.charnwoodtrees.come...

| ALSO SELL...
high quality
firewood logs
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&

the house clearance men

established over 37 years

TOP PRICES PAID

Confidential
Services
e
Discreet

& Efficient
House

Clearance
& Clean
T
Single Items

Purchased
0116 233 8828

email: mick@mickanddens.co.uk
www.mickanddens.co.uk

“Your first stop for full, part
house, garage or loft
clearance, distribution of
estate or simply downsizing”

BRAIN TAZEI'$

3

1 Across: Centre bowling pin 1 Down: Scrooge
2: To pilfer 3: Child carer 4: Little lamb 5: Jack
6: Early month 7: --- Year 8: Drowsy sighers

© Paul Towers

! 9
6 2 5
3 8 6 4
7 3
2 2 6
3 9
9 1| 6 7
4 5 8
7 6

1. Lava Needy Nits is an anagram of which notable
event?

2. Solve this rebus puzzle: PINNACLE.

3. Make 4 new words by combining these words into
pairs: SO, EYE, MARK, STICK, EAR, SORE,
LID, DRUM.

4. What number is next in this sequence? 27, 214,
221, 228, 235...

Answers for the quiz and crossword are

online at: www.westernparkgazette.co.uk



THE CARPET Free Estimates & Free Measuring

p V E l Quality Carpets Laminates & Vinyls
*

LEICESTER

25 Nevanthon Road, Leicester, LE3 BDR [l oo a0 on ity other affer

HAPPY NEW YEAR

FROM BARKERS & NICHOLAS HUMPHREYS.

FEELING THE PINCH FROM THE CHRISTMAS PERIOD?
PRESENT THIS AD WHEN WE COME TO PUT YOUR HOUSE ON THE MARKET
TORECIEVE £100 OF YOUR SELLING FEES OR £50 OFF YOUR LETTING FEES.

CALL US TODAYON 0116 2758338

*TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY, PLEASE ENQUIRE VIA OUR OFFICE FOR FULL DETAILS.




“WDDDG/\TE
A COMPUTERS

One call that's all!l Computer services you can depend on!

« APPLE MAC REPAIR o _
MA! nc « LAPTOP REPAIR P
- « PC REPAIR SN  dE

« DATA RECOVERY
HeLp « MOBILE PHONE REPAIR
« GAME CONSOLE REPAIR
« CCTV
« NETWORKING
« HOME & BUSINESS SERVICES

Independent Repair Centre for

[é,ﬂ] TOSHIBA| IADVENT "

PHONE 0116 262 3999
Hohen s coMmachs FREEPHONE 0800 644 0686

70, WOODGATE
LEICESTER LE3 5GG MOBILE 0791 337 2633

DAVE’S AU j

The MOT Specialist Gett
MOT's FOR VEHICLE CLASSES 4 & 7

FAST & CONVENIENT - NO NEED TO BOOK
WAITING AREA
FREE RE-TEST

OPEN MON: FRI 7.45am-6.00pm SAT: 7.45am-2.30pm

Unit 4 Duns Lane Leicester LE3 5LX

0116 253 8561

wwww.davesautos.co.uk NOSI\ 4 | Tesnia racumy




