The GaZzétte

A Dedicated Dermalogica Salon
Good Salon Guide 5* Awarded
Award Winning Therapists!

Easter Special Offers

Mix & Match Treatments - one for £20, two for £35 three for £55

Back, Neck & Shoulder Massage, Gelish Nail Application,
Full Set of Party Lashes, Gelish Toe Application, Indian Head, 30 min Facial,
Eye Emphasis, Spray Tan.

- 214 Hinckley Road, LE3 0TG
gelsn 0116 254 9905

dermalogica email: thesunshinestudio@me.com




S A Plumbing & Heating

30 Years Experience Shaun
Boiler Replacement & Servicing aun
Full Central Heating & Upgrades Office
4 b = M 11 191
Cylinder & Tanks Replaced . srfg‘g i
Full Bathroom Fitting & Tiling 07802894895

ZANORCESTER

Bosch Group
Accredited Installer
Fully Insured

www.saplumbing.co.uk 1 58845
Free Quotation - No Call Out Charge

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Gardening, General Repairs, Electrics, Locks,
Plumbing, CRB Checked, 30 Years Experience

CALL MICK
07407 658 160

E: mdlhandymanservices@gmail.com

Architectural
Servuces

A.J.S

Building Plans for
EXTENSIONS - LOFT CONVERSIONS
STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS

From initial design right through to Planning
Permission and Building Regulations approval.
We take care of all the details. liaising with the local
authoritics on your behalf.

caLL FOr YOUR FREE consuLTaTiON

T 01162549576 .
M: 07788 416 806 |
M: 07974 263607 —J=l=

TTH

E: ajs-architectural@hotmail.co.uk

A.J.S Architectural Services
24 Wentworth Road, Lexcester LE3 9DF

Expert Adwce Rellablhty and Quallty

Hello From The Editor

Welcome to the March edition of the Western
Park Gazette.
This month they’ve started to demolish the his-
toric Empire Hotel to make way for the new Lidl.
A 180 year old building knocked down to be re-
placed by something that might just last 20 years
- bargain! At least there’ll be somewhere to get
freshly made bread; so that’s alright then. We've
even got some nice pictures of the destruction.
As always we have all the normal malarkey from
Helen Knott, Roger Blackmore and Tony Huxley.
We welcome Sgt Kev Sharkey, from Hinckley Rd
Policing unit, with their latest update, follow the
ongoing saga of parking in Westcotes and a lo-
cally born, New York based composer, visits his
old junior school.
And don'’t forget the Brain Tazers on the inside
back page!
We are always looking to feature local stories
and events and if you fancy trying your hand at
writing for us, now would be the ideal time to get
in touch.

Email: editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk
Visit www.westernparkgazette.co.uk
Follow us on Twitter @mygazette & Facebook
by searching for the Western Park Gazette.

Just So You Know.....

Content in this magazine may not reflect the beliefs or
opinions of the publisher.

The copyright of all text and advertisements designed or
authored by The Western Park Gazette and its officers,
remains with the publisher.

If you're supplying under copyright artwork or articles,
Rapscallion Media assumes you have the right to do so.
All advertising copy you supply must be accurate, truth-
ful and be ASA compliant.

You need our permission to reproduce any part of this
magazine or associated website content.

We are not responsible for transactions between Ga-
zette advertisers and their clients.

We don’t accept liability for loss or damage as a result
of omissions or errors once content is submitted.

We don’t print editorial endorsements of products or
services. Full terms and conditions are on line.

All content is published in good faith.

Copy Deadline April 6th 2015

To Contact - Call 07939 115 724

e:editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk
e:sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk

Published by Rapscallion Media
62 Ainsdale Rd =
Leicester LE3 OUA

Printed by Flexpress Ltd S
6 Coal Cart Road, Interchange, L j!
Birstall, Leicester, LE4 3YB | N? |



Events Diary

Fosse Singers: Fosse N'hood Centre. Weds. 7pm.
International Folk Dancing: Monthly 2nd & 4th Fri. St.
Anne’s Hall. 2-4pm. Tel: Geoff on 0116 285 8352.

Peter Crebbin’s Cool Swing Band: 1st Sun Month-
ly. Café Chino at Hilton Hotel, Meridian. 1-3.30pm.
Thursday Club: Thursdays. 2-4pm. Robert Hall,
147 Narborough Rd.

Heritage Sundays: Last Sunday of the month. Me-
diaeval Leicester open days/guided tours. 11-3pm.
www.goleicestershire.com

Secret Diary of Adrian Mole — The Musical: Until -
4™ April. Curve Theatre.

Into the Woods: 18-22nd March. Hansom Hall,
Wellington St. Tickets from 0750 090 0737

One Man Breaking Bad: 25" March. DeMontfort
Hall. 7.30pm.

King Richard lll Celebrations: Runs until 26th
March www.kingrichardinleicester.com

Leicester Glows: 27" March. 6-10pm. Jubilee Sq.
Area. Free Event

Donna Disco: 28™ March. Upstairs at the Western.
7.30pm.

Easter Egg Hunt: 4th April. Western Park. 2.30pm.
Farmers Market: 5™ April. City Centre. 9-4pm.
Pack of Lies: 13-18th April. Little Theatre.

The Singular Exploits of Sherlock Holmes: 17th
April. Guildhall. 8pm. e:xmuseums@leicester.gov.uk

Holmfields

BUILT IN OUALITY

kitchens

"”m i

=i

home studies

Your Local Famlly Run Business
Fitted Kitchens, Bedrooms & Studies * Design & Planning
Installation Services Including Building Work

Holmfields Showroom 17 Carlisle Street Leicester LE3 6AH
T: 0116 255 6669 F: 0116 255 6668 E: suppon@holmfields.co.uk

www.holmfields.co.uk

D.A. LANDSCAPES
SLABBING, FENCING, TURFING, TREES
HEDGES CUT & REMOVED

07909 724 435

ROOFING »y PAUL TURNER

AND GENERAL BUILDING REPAIRS

Re-roofs &
General Repairs .

Welsh Slating

Lead Flashing

Re-ridging Over 30 years Experience

Tel: 0116 210 14 16
M: 07816 851 911

As Recommended by Knightsbridge Estate Agents

Your Local Taxi Service Available 24 Hours

4,6 AND 8 SEATER VEHICLES
FARES PRE-SET

(Know the cost before you travel)

FREE RINGBACK ON ARRIVAL
LOW COMPETITIVE FARES FROM JUST

£3.50!
Ring us NOW for a Quote

0116 232 22 22

www.fosse-taxis.co.ly




The Empire Falls

It stood for nearly 190 years and took only three
weeks to demolish.

The Empire Hotel, the side building and the remains
of St. Augustine’s church have been bulldozed to
make way for the new Lidl store expected to open by
Christmas. .
Leicester City Council’s planning committee ap- 5
proved Lidl's plans September in spite of strong op-
position from campaigners who wanted the super-
market giant to include the Georgian building in their
plans.

Check out the Western Park Gazette’s Facebook
page for more pictures and videos of the demolition. |

Furniture for
Dining Rooms
Living Rooms

Bedrooms NOW STOCKING

Offices GREAT VALUE Cookers, Dishwashers
FURNITURE! Fridges & Freezers

10% DISCOUNT!

WITH THIS ADVERT
Valid until 30.04.2015

PARKING

www.mickanddens.co.uk

63 King Richard’s Road leicester LE3 506
T: 0116 233 8828 M: 07710 025 109

Est 1973 e: mick@mickanddens.co.uk




THE CR '

crowsnestleicester.co.uk

sky SPORTS

EHSTER EGG-STRH VHGHNZH’

EASTER WEEKEND COCKTAIL FRENZY!

GOOD FRIDAY4th APRIL
COCKTAILS: FRI & SAT! (Buy 1 & Get 1 Half Price!)

EASTER SAT 5th APRIL
(DJ COOKIES MASSIVE EASTER PARTY!)

BANK HOLIDAY MON 7th APRIL
THE EGG-TRAORDINARY KIDS PARTY!
ANNA & ELSA, PEPPA PIG, SPIDERMAN & MORE

EASTER PRIZES, KIDS DISCO, RIDES & BBQ
GET YOUR PICTURE TAKEN WITH EXOTIC ANIMALS!

JOSH’S COCKTAIL BAR \i
0

FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS

SHOTS FROM £1.00 COCKTAILS £3.5

FRIDAY 27th MARCH
LADIES SPECIAL

ADULT NIGHT!!!

STRIPPERS, DRAG QUEEN
AND MUCH MORE!

STRICTLY TICKET ONLY

(Fundraising for the Future Project)

SATURDAY 18th APRIL
LANDLADY’S BIRTHDAY BASH
LIVE ON STAGE:

HUGH MONTGOMERY

1 GLENFIELD ROAD EAST LEICESTER 0116 262 8826

THURSDAY NIGHT IS

KARAOKE NIGHT!




Richard’s Research Legacy

The reinterment of the remains of King Richard
3 in Leicester Cathedral this month has clearly
contributed to a sizeable influx of visitors to the
City. As the world’s attention % 2258
focussed on our city, especial .
attention should be given also to
the amazing feats of archaeologi-
cal research on the part of those |
responsible for the discovery of
the former king's bones. =3
Of course a discovery of such dalie
historical  significance beneath
the car park, used for many years
by our Social Services Depart-
ment, was bound to attract media :
attention. The spotlight also fell on the Archeology
Department of Leicester University whose reputa-
tion has, as a result, gone global.

The University of Leicester Archaeological Ser-
vices (ULAS) was founded in 1995 by Richard
Buckley and Patrick Clay to manage research pro-
jects throughout the East Midlands, specialising in
urban sites and historic buildings. Amongst their
work was the examination of the ground beneath
the recent Highcross development.

Richard Buckley came to Leicester after graduat-

ing at Durham University in 1979 and for a number
of years worked with Leicestershire County Coun-
cil as a Field Officer. In this capacity he worked on
the investigations into the Shires and Leicester
Castle Hall and John of Gaunt's Cellar. It was,
however, as Project Manager of the hunt for the
remains of the last Plantagenet monarch that he
achieved international recognition. Leicester Uni-
versity was able to provide specialist expertise in a
whole range of different disciplines to assist in the
work of the project. These included forensic
pathologists, geologists, experts in genetics and a
weapons specialist from the Department of Engi-
neering. The rest, as they say, is history.

The work of our local archaeologists is ongoing so
last year Hilary and | joined a group of enthusiasts
on a visit to the excavations of the Iron Age hillfort
at Burrough Hill in the north of the County.

Down at Hallaton, members of ULAS are investi-
gating the foundations of St Morrel's Chapel, the
site of which was unknown until comparatively re-
cently. Other work has been undertaken in Brooks-
by Quarry and in the Waterfield Close area of Mar-
ket Harborough. At the same time there have been
further excavations in and around Leicester Cathe-
dral. It is amazing how much still remains to be
discovered beneath our streets, fields and country-
side © Roger Blackmore

Painting and Decorating
[EIEE

AWNOAN

Est 1982
Interior and Exterior

Domestic & Commercial Work, Insurance Quotes Welcome

Tel: 0116 2854 160 Mobile: 0776 822 0793
e:awndecor@yahoo.co.uk
www.a-w-notman-painting-and-decorating.co.uk
87 Nevanthon Road Leicester LE3 6DR

VFR Motor Services Ltd

Servicing - Diagnostics - Repairs

Clutch & Timing Belt Specialists

USED CAR SALES COMING SOON!

Tel: 0116 319 0118 / 07850 881 911
Shaftsbury Road Leicester LE3 OQN
e:justin@vfrmotorsltd.co.uk

ASPEN PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Boilers ‘
Plumbing
Breakdowns & Repairs ‘ }
Central Heating
Gas Appliance Servicing
Radiator Upgrades
Kitchen & Bathroom Installs

Contact: Wesley

email: apm@engineer.com

531343

Tel: (0116) 229 5161 /07867 873602

COT1 7l C ERELE
EXPERIENCE

Roofing Services

Repairs Guttering install & Repair
Re-slating FREE Chimney Renovations
Re-tiling NO OBLIGATION Facias and Soffits
Guttering QU 0TAT|0N Brick Re-pointing

Lead Work  yivh up to And Much More....

T: 0116 2223 883 L0870 Zears Guarantee

M: 07855 251 998
www.corzacroofingservices.co.uk




Shepherds Bathrooms

73 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 OTD

/)// ///(//( B R l TTO N

Superb Bathroom Supplies and Ins allatton
Fitted by Qualified and Time Served Experts
Huge Range to Fit Any Budget

Extensive Showroom
Ring us for more information or call into our showroom

0116 255 4351 ~~

www.shepherdsbathrooms.com

Open Monday-Saturday

r




Ovens, Extractors,
Microwaves & BBQs
Expertly Cleaned

OVENCLEAN

The original oven cleaning specialists

Put the sparkle back into your oven

Call Neville on 07948 622 379

www.ovenclean.com

W.G. HARRISON & SON Ltd
Local Reputable Company Established Since 1877
We Offer a COMPLETE Service
PROPERTY REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS
Brickwork, Carpentry, Roofing
Plastering & External Rendering
Painting & Decorating
Domestic and Commercial Insurance Work

Tel: (0116) 262 1884

Email: awgharris@aol.com
Burgess Street Leicester LE1 4QH

Vs 25% o

FOR NEW CLIENTS

10% o

FOR NUS, NHS & OAPS

Unisex Hair Salon
n ‘) Google w: evehair.co.uk

o5 Upperion RoadiLer ce cer

(W

T: 0116 229 5

*hair only & time limited, t&cs apply, not in conjunction vwm any on‘moﬂor

West Leicester based journalist and broadcaster
Helen Knott casts her eye over the scourge of white
plastic double glazing, incongruously replacing
original windows.

KVOTT'S LAMDiNVG

Why do people buy big old houses if they just
want to rip every original old feature out of
them and turn them into quasi new homes? |
need to get this off my chest because it's been
annoying me for quite some time now.

When you buy an old house, and I'm talking
about anything older than 75 years here, you
don’t own it, you are it's custodian. You get to
look after the house for history. Yes you can
make minor alterations, yes you have to make it
comfortable and economical, but changes have
to be in character with the property. This does not
mean ripping out beautiful original windows and
fitting any old crappy double glazing style. If the
house has leaded windows, it's because an ar-
chitect went to the trouble of deciding they would
look best and the builder fitted them according to
his plan. Windows are the soul of a building and if
you change the style dramatlcally it destroys the
character of the place. {
Yes | understand the ¢
cost of bespoke hard
wood double glazed units |
is horrendous, but if
you're spending a fortune =
buying a big old fixer-
upper house; budget bet-
ter! If you want double
glazing then dig into your
pocket and pay for the
wood, have your metal
windows replaced by conservators. This sort of
glazing does cost more, but it costs more be-
cause you are stewarding a building, saving it for
the future. Look after your wooden windows and
they could last 60 years.

If you have a new roof put on then use materials
similar to the roofing that was on there before! If
you rip out original features like fireplaces, cornic-
ing, an original 1920s copper for washing clothes
then you need to be shot because you are strip-
ping out history and putting your own bland mod-
ern taste in its place. If you want a modern house
go and buy one, there are lots available at similar
prices to the old houses, and leave the others to
people who will care for these buildings.

If we aren’t careful there won’t be a single origi-
nal, attractive, architect designed home from the
1900s left in the city. Helen Knott




Friendly Service '_(—4

Family Run Business

Tyres ¢ Servicing :.J

Exhausts « Cam-Belts « Brakes =
MOT'’s « Free Re-test » Clutches !

FREE 10 Point Check
BOOK IT TODAY+

www.Stl-service.co.uk | i
e: stlservice@hotmail.co,uk k Sasbe!]

FL@ RABrBLé”

NEW IN!

SMART CITY COUPE
1 OWNER 18,740 miles

Bl VW BEETLE 3 DOORS
1596CC

Serwced Valeted and MOT'd

Quality Used Cars Bought and Sold. Part Exchange Accepted.

www.florabroscars.co.uk www.exchangeandmart.co.uk
[visa &2




Letter Box

)
Oblivious to the public objection to\/
the parking tax, the City Council
imposed the parking scheme in
Westend. The Council justified this
by claiming to have 15% support so the scheme
was introduced as experimental for 12 months to
allow it to bed in and to make it palatable. At the
end of the experiment, the support for the
scheme has dwindled to less than 9%.
Of 115 businesses, only 4 in favour, which is 3%.
Any clue on how our local democracy works?
Ravi (West End)

We have taken these quotes directly from the
City Council’s website:

City Mayor Peter Soulsby said: “We’ve done an
extensive survey to find out people's views, and
the feedback shows that overwhelmingly resi-
dents think is a worthwhile scheme.

“A small number of residents raised reservations
about the scheme, and officers will now be look-
ing at how these can be addressed.

“As an experimental scheme, it is something

which we have been watching closely to try our
best to ensure it meets local needs”.

E\mnﬂs IBBunnﬂdlmmg S@mazes
All Building Work: Conservatories, Windows & Doors,
Landscaping & Repairs

__ RICHARD FOR A FREE QUOTE

(07X 526 =64: 8{6@5‘_

—-0-1-&5,—:215 1W4~9 9.0: O
LORRAINE DENNAHAY

The Persenal Travel Agent

Stress Free - Fuss Free Holiday Bookings
Dedicated, Convenient, Impartial & Personal
Over 20 Years’ Experience in the Travel Industry
ABTA & ATOL Bonded

In Association with Co-Op Travel

sBABTA T:0116 262 6672
~ M:07830 652 456

e:lorraine-dennahay@personaltravelagents.co.uk
http://lorraine-dennahay.personaltravelagents.uk.com

Leicester Glows

To mark the reinterment of King Richard lll,
Jubilee Square, Cathedral Gardens and the
King Richard Ill Visitor Centre will join the
people of Leicester for a unlque and colourful
experience. R

King Richard will have | =}

been finally laid to rest at {3y

the Cathedral on 26th of P\l

March. The following day
will see over 8,000 flames B
being lit around Jubilee i
Square and Cathedral Gar- [ ;
dens, illuminating the area &
together with a trail of fire g&

sculptures lighting the sky - g;a
and marking the reinter- &=

ment of a King.

The free commemoration .
takes place between 6 and10pm on Friday 27th
March. Spectators will be able to light their own
flame to honour the King and produce a crown of
flames at the Visitor Centre.

The evening will include a stunning illumination
of Leicester Cathedral together with a spectacu-
lar firework display.

!
'-
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West Leicester

Conservative Club 1950
Welcomes New Members

Home Cooked Food
Sam Smiths Beers
Pool & Snooker Rooms

Function Room & Free Wi-Fi
(Room FREE to Members or for Public Hire)

Call in or phone after 7pm and
PICK UP A MEMBERSHIP PACK

55 Westcotes Drive Leicester LE3 0QU

0116 291 2111

www.westleicesterconservativeclub.co.uk




USTAIRS AI'—.

Ve

Leicester’s
pub theatre

SPRING 2015

“Friendly, intimate venue”
“A hidden gem”

Auagience members

Show information 3 I
and tickets available L
www.upstairsatthewestern.com
@UpstairsWestern

Upstairs at the Western
The Western

70 Western Road

Leicester, LE3 0GA

Image from Manuelita, Fri 1 May, 7.30pm &i
- Y~



A Musical Return to Dovelands

A Western Park born composer currently liv-
ing and working in New York returned to his
roots to give local school children a taste of
life in the Big Apple.

Julian Blackmore whose recent successful off-
Broadway musical, Academia Nuts, scooped sev-
eral awards at last year’s New York Music Festival
visited his old school, Dovelands Primary.

He said: “| was invited by Jeremy Smith, an old
school friend of mine and long time Dovelands
teacher. | taught a song from the Broadway musi-
cal 'Newsies' to the whole of Year six - seventy-
five kids. They were smart and quick learners; by
the end of the session they were in fine voice!
After answering a few questions we went to Mr
Smith's classroom and did a more in depth Q&A
session with his year six class.

“The students asked a wide range of intelligent
and thoughtful questions which led on to topics as
diverse as jet lag, deforestation and how to break
in to the music business. The session ended, nat-
urally, by watching some videos of my dog Pars-
ley. Because why not?”.

Julian has flown back to New York and is current-
ly working on a number of projects including a
new Christmas show, some tracks for US and UK

“ ‘ J \“:H
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Your Local Expert Gardener!
Garden Maintenance
Lawn Care & Hedge Cutting
Garden Design

Specialist Pruning
Fully qualified with over 10 Years of Stately
Home & Botanical Garden Experience -
e: elizabeth@elizabethstonegardens.com
| ] bikker LOOK for es_gardens

publishers and meetings with producers about the

future of his musical Academia Nuts.

Find out more about Julian at

Look for Western Park Gazette

on Facebook & @mygazette
on Twitter or scan into your
Smartphone or device

& go directly to the website

z

Western Park
Gazette
You’d be...

Not to...
Easy Local Advertising

From the Western Park Gazette
E: sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk
www.westernparkgazette.co.uk



http://www.julianblackmore.com/

torrwaterfield

|
\ ACCOUNTANTS

Audit
Sage Trammg

VAT Returns
Bookkeeping
Business Start-Ups
usiness Development

E No-Obligation Meeting

0800 652 1614
FREE ADVICE LINE

www.torrwaterfield.co.uk

info@torrwaterfield.co.uk

Park House, 37 Clarence Street, Leicester LE1 3RW

Accountancy




The Wright Decorators
= oteve Wright

e 2! Local Decorator
. 25 years Experience
All Work Guaranteed

For all your interior and exterior decorating needs

Call 0116 2241 959 M:07810 810 291
e: thewrightdecorators@hotmail.co.uk
49 Lindfield Road Leicester LE3 6HL

ALL domestic plumblng & heating work undertaken.

PLUMBING [

“call us today”

@‘
—~

AND HEATING LIMITED >

211551

OFFICE

Boiler Replacements
System Upgrades
Boiler Maintenance & Breakdowns
Full Central Heating
Domestic Gas Installation & Repairs
Underfloor Heating
Bathroom Refits
All General Plumbing Work

0116 254 8462

MOBILE

0771 7477 532
57 Letchworth Road, Leicester, LE3 OFL

E-mail: westendplumbingandheating@hotmail.co.uk

SD PLASTERING & TILING

All Aspects of Plastering and Tiling
Domestic, Commercial & Insurance

FREE ESTIMATES

T: 0116 348 3354 M: 0771 353 1096

e: contact{@sd-plasteringandtiling.com

www.sd-plasteringandtiling.com

Don't let your house suffer from rotting eaves
& peeling paintwork when you can have
maintenance free replacement fascia, soffits,
guttering & dry verge caps

SL PLASTICS & PVCU

We are a father & son business
with over 15 years experience

For a FREE NO OBLIGATION quote call Sam
Freephone - 0800 1910 638
Mobile — 0788 7702 755

Has Western Park Got Talent?

Well, the short answer is YES! Several young
people entered and performed at the first ever
Western Park's Got Talent on February 21st at
St Anne's Church Hall. A true variety of acts
took part in the event; from dance groups to poet-
ry recitals, trumpets and pianos to a football
demonstration! There were 17 acts in total and
an age range of performers from 4 to 14 years
old; all demonstrating confidence, and exud-
ing talent!

The church hall was packed to the brim and it
was great to see so many of the community to-
gether for the event and bring and share after
show party; a real community event to raise mon-
ey for the Tin Annie fund! We raised an outstand-
ing £355!! Thank you so much to everyone who
came along to watch! Although there was no
overall winner this year, we do have 7 acts that
were picked by the two impartial judges. These
acts will perform again at these year’s Western
Park Festival on the 'Talent Stage'! This is a won-
derful link between these two community events
and | hope that this link can be replicated in fu-
ture years.

| would like to express my thanks once again for
the support of all the acts in making this event
truly amazing! Don't forget to put the Western
Park Festival date in your diary (Saturday 4th
July); come along to support these acts and get
involved  with  activities on the park!

If you have a talent you would like to share, get
involved in next years show! Who knows it could
be you on the 'talent stage' next summer.

Anna MacAulay

Got a story or picture? Holding an event or
you're doing something special?
Tell us all about it!
editor@ Wesz‘em,oarkgazen‘e co. uk

Find us on

} Facebook




A FIST FULL OF CANS

Local clean up campaigner Adrian Albett is
well on the way to hitting his 250,000 can re-
cycling target thanks to a couple of hundred
drinks cans stuffed into hedges off Ainsdale
Road in Western Park. g ;

The Gazette spotted the
mess and called in Ady [
to clear out the cans.
Ady who is universally
known as The Can Man §
said: “Normally when ©j
someone says there’s
hundreds of cans laying
around, | don’t always =,
believe them. This time it |
was true - they were
everywhere. It was never
ending”.

Ady with his mobile can
carrier tricycle spent an hour collecting and
crushing the cans he found in the cut-through
between Ainsdale Road and Hinckley Road.

So far this month, alone, he has collected 780
cans making this year’s total over 17,000.

Find out more: www.vengaboy.plus.com

Westcotes Rest Home
113-115 Hinckley Rd, Leicester LE3 OTF

oCare for the elderly in a homely atmosphere est, 1982
eHigh standard of accommodation, food, service and care
eCompetitive fees. Advice given on funding arrangements
oPrivate, Social Service and DSS funded residents welcome

Ring Kerry Richards or Alice Neville

0116 2338294

care@westcotes.co.uk
www.westcotes.co.uk

RUDKIN & '
HERBERT LTD

+ All plumbing work undertaken

» Full heating systems

+ High efficiency condensing boilers

« Boiler replacement

- System upgrades & flushing

+ Landlord certificates

+ Registered solar hot water installers

* Under floor heating systems

+ Bathrooms, wetrooms & showers
* Registered solar PV system installers
+ 7 year guarantee on all boiler installations

\_ HEAD OFFICE : 80 UPPERTON ROAD, LEICESTER, LE3 OHB

£60 BOILER SERVICE - WITH THIS ADVERT www.rudkinandherbert.co.uk

LEICESTER 0116 202 9775 1@ -




Est 1984

GOLD BOUGHT
FOR CASH

BEST PRICES PAID

20% OFF

SILVER JEWELLERY
Jewellery Repairs @ Ear & Nose Piercing
e 22ct Gold & White Gold
e Diamond & Platinum Rings

Tel: 0116 254 5091

www.artijewellers.com
65 NARBOROUGH RD, LEICESTER LE3 OLE

Want to Pay Less Tax or Starting Out in Business?
Need a Pro-active Accountant?
Struggling with your Tax Return?

LET US HELP

:«!(IRT & CO

COUNTANTS
ACCOUNTING TAX & BUSINESS ADVICE
Friendly and Professional Local Service

0116 285 2694

60 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 ORB
e: info@kirt-accountants.co.uk

www.kirt-accountants.co.uk

5 gy BUILDING

SERVICES

Extensions and Repairs i \
Garden Walls and Patios ’i . S9
Loft Conversions

General Property Maintenance

All Building Work Undertaken

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE '

T: 0116 243 2868 M: 0779 685 7640

March Police Update
| begin this month’s update by introducing
myself, | am Sgt Kev Sharkey - the new

neighbourhood Sgt for Western Park. Along
with colleagues from the Fosse and Westcotes J
areas | will be keeping you updated with local

i policing matters.
| want to thank Sgt Rod Smart for his previous

I updates and wish him well in his new role in I
Loughborough.

|| Leicestershire Police has undergone a restruc-
turing of how we do business; allowing local

I neighbourhood teams to be out on the street ||
more of the time.

|| It has been a month since the changes and | |
initial analysis shows that across the Force

| | area the number of hours spent patrolling local | |
neighbourhoods has increased by 40%.

|| Leicestershire Police Chief Constable Simon ||
Cole said: “It has been an exciting and chal-

| | lenging time for officers and staff as they get ||
used to new ways of working. | am really proud

| | of the hard work and dedication, and early indi-
cations suggest the model is bedding in well

| and | look forward to the weeks ahead”.
This month has seen some interesting inci-

I dents in the area of which these are a few of I
the highlights:

] On 08/02/15 two males aged 18 and 23 years ]
tried to break into a house on Westleigh Road
but were chased by the occupant. The two
males were subsequently detained and arrest-
ed by officers nearby. A swift investigation
followed and both men were charged with the

I attempted burglary and remanded to Leicester
Magistrates Court.
There has been a rising trend across the force
area with vans being broken into via the side
sliding doors and power tools being taken. En-

I quires led to an address on New Parks where 4 I
men were arrested and a substantial amount of

power tools recovered. The males remain on
police bail while the investigations continue.
L We are seeing a second rising trend in the
theft of motorcycles and mopeds and | would
] encourage all owners of these types of vehicles ]
to ensure that they are alarmed and securely
I locked, preferably to a ground anchor or inside I
a garage. A useful addition is a tracker device
l to allow us to find the vehicles if they are stolen l
and return them in a timely fashion.

|| And finally we look forward to the King Richard | |
Il re-interment procession which will be coming

| | through our neighbourhood along Hinckley | |
Road on Sunday 22™ March and should be a

| | fine spectacle!




Tony Huxley'’s
Compost Corner

Spring has sprung again! Ponds
will soon be teaming with wildlife as creatures
hibernating in the silt wake up and visitors
from the garden head to their summer resi-
dences. Any major pond overhauls should have
been carried out in late autumn. Now is the time
for a quick tidy up and dividing and adding new
plant specimens. Carefully remove dead foliage
and cut back overgrown plants before the water
begins to foam with frog spawn.

In the contained habitat of a pond it's easy for one
plant species to dominate, so chose wisely. Native
flag iris (l.pseudacorus) can soon over run a small
pond. Certain thuggish sedge grasses will leave
you looking for the machete and pith helmet.

Last year five extremely invasive species, Azolla
filiculoides (Water Fern), Crassula helmsii (New
Zealand pygmyweed), Hydrocotyl ranunuculoides
(floating pennywort), Ludwigia grandiflora(water
primrose) and Myriophyllum aquaticum (water
milfoil) were banned from sale! After cutting back
aquatic plants be sure to bin or compost the re-

mains to prevent the chance of ¥
releasing unwanted plants into
the environment.

When planting your pond S
choose species appropriate for Mg
the size and depth of the area &
you want to fill. Use purpose §
made mesh pots that allow wa-
ter and gases to circulate 9%
around the roots. Line with hes- ¥
sian or a synthetic equivalent to
stop the soil washing out. | find £S
garden soil perfectly adequate as a pottlng mix.
Specialist aquatic composts are also available.
Never use regular compost or garden fertilisers.
Top the pots off with a layer of gravel. This helps
to weight the pots down and prevent the compost
washing out. Avoid sharp stones that could dam-
age the pond liner. ; :
A pond planted with a
well thought out range
of deep water, margin-
als, floating and oxy-
genating plants can
leave you attracting the
admiration of  your
neighbours as well as the wildlife.
© Tony Huxley
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YOUR LOCAL TREE SURGEON

¥ fre your trees too tall, é/oc(ﬁ"g light or untidy?
Mo Do your hedges, conters or shrubs need trimming?

charnwood
tree

services

Mo Would you like 2o remove that stubborn stump?

With 30 years of woréi;g
pleased to 3iVe you free advice and a free yaoz‘az‘ion

in your area, I would be

Callmenowon 0116 250 5848

2- Constant! y

www.charnwoodtrees.come... .«

| ALSO SELL...
high quality
firewood logs




mickiden

The House Clearance Men

Established Over 35 Years
TOP PRICES PAID

CONFIDENTIAL SERVICE
DISCREET AND EFFICIENT

HOUSE CLEARANCE & CLEAN

SINGLE ITEMS PURCHASED

SEE MORE at

www.mickanddens.co.uk

T:0116 233 8828

M: 07710 025 109

63 King Richard’s Road
leicester LlE3 506

“Your first stop for full, part
house, garage or loft
clearance, distribution of
estate or simply downsizing”

Westcotes Backs Parking Scheme

Leicester City Council claim that residents
and businesses in Leicester’s West End have
backed an experimental residents’ parking
scheme ahead of a decision over whether to
make it permanent.

Over 77% who took part in a survey in the
streets covered by the Westcotes residents’ park-
ing scheme were in favour of it continuing, com-
pared to 23% who opposed the scheme.

The figures come after over 2,500 homes and
businesses in Westcotes were contacted to
gauge support. Of the 342 replies, (14% re-
sponse) 264 wanted it to continue, with 78 op-
posing.

People also gave their
views on how effective
the scheme had been,
including some who had

originally been against it R:es:c'i“eirt\t
but had since found it to holders
be beneficial. only
Leicester City Council

will now consider the
findings when deciding
whether to make the
experimental scheme
permanent by March 21.
The Westcotes resi-
dents’ parking scheme
came into effect in December 2013, covering a
number of residential streets on either side of
Narborough Road.

It includes an area bordered by Westleigh Road,
Fosse Road North and Hinckley Road, as well as
a number of streets between Narborough Road
and Western Road.

Residents who backed the scheme reported
fewer vehicles parked in the streets, particularly
on match days, along with less traffic and con-
gestion.

Inconsiderate parking at junctions and across
driveways was cut making the streets more resi-
dent-friendly, with civil enforcement officers offer-
ing helpful advice to residents.

The smaller number of residents who continued
to dislike the scheme felt it was a money-making
council initiative, that it had made no difference to
parking problems and that enforcement of park-
ing restrictions was over-zealous.

Surveyed businesses included five who were
satisfied with the current scheme, six who op-
posed it and 14 who accept the scheme but sug-
gested improvements such as better signage and
making sure all ticket machines work properly.
(see Letter Box page 19)




BRAIN 742€RS
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1 across: Spring flowers 1 down: Juicy fruit 2:

Ambiguous 3: Decency 4: Pretty young woman 5:

Overdo it 6: Pet lizard 7: Backdrop
© Paul Towers

3 9 5
8 & 1
8 6
1 (3 7 2 6
6 5
5 2 8 3 |59
4 2
9 5 3
1 9 6

1. Nab Eery Nuts is an anagram of which popular
anthropomorphic character?

2. What comes next in this sequence: Y, Y, H. L - -?
3. What is no sooner spoken than broken?

4. What is in the middle of London?

5. In a leap year — how many seconds are there in
each month?

6. What has a mouth but can’t eat, moves without
legs and has a bank but no money?

(Solutions at www.westernparkgazette.co.uk)

THE CARPET

AVERN

LEICESTER

25 NEVANTHON ROAD, LEICESTER, LE3 6DR
01162554335

ﬁ:
.

Free Estimates & Free Measuring
Quality Carpets
Laminates & Vinyls




Best Price

Bathrooms
Leicester Ltd

SPECIAL OFFERS

UP TO 70% OFF TILES*

UP TO 40% OFF BATHS*
(*Selected Ranges)

WE WILL MATCH ANY STORE OFFER

SPECIAL OFFER
SHOWER UNIT
(THERMOSTATIC
BAR VALVE)

ONLY £99.00 §

+VAT

265 Hinckley R
Leicester LE3 0TH

Tel/Fax 0116 255 6552
Mob: 07960 222 468

e: bestpricebathroom@hotmail.co.uk

YV WOODGATE
4 ICOMPUTERS

One call that's all! Computer services u can depend o

REVIVE YOUR

LAPTOP-APPLE MAC-PS3 XBOX-SMARTPHONE

PERIPHERALS
Memory Sticks, Keyboards, Mice & Mats,
Cables, Speakers & More

UNLIMITED & SECURE ONLINE BACKUP
only £29.99 per year

» virus & malware removal

» data recovery o

» free on site call-out Microsoft

» full IT business support

» games console repair specialists

» smartphone repair experts

> sales e service e upgrades

P repairs e custom builds Microsoft
REGISTERED

P onsite repairs " Refurbisher

» refurbished laptops & pc’s

Woodgate Computers
70 Woodgate, Leicester, LE3 5GG

T: 0116 262 3999

e: support@woodgatecomputers.com
www.woodgatecomputers.com




