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Painting and Decorating

/4”//@764/1/ Est. 1982

Interior and Exterior

Specialists in Resin Repairs to Fascia Boards,
Windows, Doors & Conservatories etc.
(See our website for details)

Tel: 0116 2854 160 Mob: 0776 822 0793

Email:awndecor@yahoo.co.uk
www.a-w-notman-painting-and-decorating.co.uk

DA LANDSCAPES
SLABBING e GRAVELLING  FENCING e TURFING
@ GARDENS CLEARED

o TREES/HEDGES CUT & REMOVED
OAP DISCOUNTS!

o116 233 0007
07909 724 435

Building Plans for
EXTENSIONS - LOFT CONVERSIONS
STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS

From initial design right through to Planning
Permission and Building Regulations approval.
We take care of all the details. liaising with the local
authorities on your behalf.

caLL For YOUR FREE consuLTaTion

T 0116 254 9576 -
M: 07788 416 806 (0]
M: 07974 263 607 /\:E i

E: ajs-architectural@hotmail.co.uk | [ |

.

A.J.S Architectural Services
24 Wentworth Road Lelcester LE3 9DF
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Hello From The Editor

The shocking explosion and fire that took the lives
of five people and injured five more on Hinckley
Road has created a groundswell of sympathy and
support from Leicester’s West End community.

We pull together in a time of tragedy; it's what we do
around here; doing the best we can in times of need.
From one of the first people on the scene - a man
who, in the freezing cold, directed traffic away from the
site in his slippers - to those nearby who reacted imme-
diately and with their bare hands, dragged the injured
free of the burning rubble. Also, we had the emergency
services who got stuck into dampening down the fire
and then began the painstaking task of sifting through
the pitiful remnants of a family home and a shop.

There is, as we all know, a lot to be proud of locally,
and yet these facts simply bypassed certain social
media pond life who claimed the explosion was caused
by a jihadi bomb factory...columnist Helen Knott has
her own thoughts on these people.

Life, of course, has to return to normal, so we carry on.
In this issue of the Gazette; Roger Blackmore reveals
the story behind one of Leicester's greatest philanthro-
pists. Tony Huxley shares with us how to deal with a
frozen garden and a locally made short film gets its
debut. There's also the local policing update and the
crossword and sudoku on the inside back page.

Find us on Twitter @mygazette & Facebook by
searching for the Western Park Gazette.
editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

Just So You Know.....

e Content in this magazine may not reflect the beliefs
or opinions of the publisher.

e The copyright of all text and advertisements designed
or authored by The Western Park Gazette and its
officers, remains with the publisher at all times.

e If you're supplying under copyright artwork or articles,
Rapscallion Media assumes you have the right to do so.

e All advertising copy you supply must be accurate,
truthful and be ASA compliant.

e You need our permission to reproduce any part of this
magazine or associated website content.

e \We are not responsible for transactions between
Gazette advertisers and their clients.

e \We don’t accept liability for loss or damage as a result
of omissions or errors once content is submitted.

e \We don'’t print editorial endorsements of products or
services. Full terms and conditions are on line.

e All content is published in good faith.

e Copy & Advertising Deadline - March 19th 2018

To Contact - Call 07939 115 724
e:editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

e:sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk
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Events Diary

Fosse Coop Camera Club: Fri. St Peter's Ch Centre,

Westholme St. 7.30pm. fossecoopcameraclub.co.uk

Peter Crebbin’s Cool Swing Band: 1st Sun Monthly.

at the Hilton Hotel, Meridian. 1-3.30pm
Thursday Club: 2-4pm. Robert Hall, 147 Narb’ Rd.

West End Pay As You Feel Café: Thurs 7-8.30pm.

Tues, Fri & Sat 11-3pm. WE Centre. Andrewes St.
Coffee Mornings: Fridays 10-12 noon. St Anne’s Hall.
Relaxed Dru Yoga Sessions with Emma: Sun-
day’s Term time: 7.15 - 8.30pm. St Anne’s Hall.
07393 811150.

Walking Group: Sundays. 2pm. 69 Deg. B-Gate.
Pub Quiz: Monthly - last Tues. WE Brewery.
Upstairs At The Western in March: 19th: Uncle
Armando, 21st: Find the Right Words, 24/25th:
The Carrot Nappers, 28th: Choir Night, 4th April:
Emily Harrison. upstairsatthewestern.com
Matilda the Musical: Curve: Until 24th March. An
Officer & A Gentleman - 6-23 April. curveonline.com
Flash Dance: DM Hall 26-31 March.

Frost/Nixon : Little Theatre. 9-14 April. My Fair
Lady 17— 21st April. littletheatre.net

Pop-up Beer Fest: 16 March. Hall at St Anne’s
Pop-up Tea Room Fundraiser: 17 March. Hall at
St Anne’s. 10.30-2.00pm.50p. Kids’ FREE.
Homage a Trois Rumours: Y Theatre. 24 March &
The Nose That Nobody Picked. 32 March.

Stand Up Comedy in Western Park: 21 April. Hall
at St. Anne’s. 7.30pm. Tickets from Eventbrite.

KEYWEST
Sales & Lettings

GREAT SELLING FEES

from only £1000+vat
No Sale - No Charge
For a FREE Sales Valuation

Call Keywest: 01162 544 543

NEW LANDLORDS SAVE £240
With no set-up fee plus first month
FREE management and no let - no fee
For a FREE Rental Valuation

Call Keywest: 01162 544 555

73a Hinckley Road
West End Leicester

www.keywest-estateagents.co.uk

HOLMEFIELDS

Bedrooms Home Offices

Your Local Family Run Business

Fitted Kitchens, Bedrooms & Studies *
Installation Services Including Building Work

Design & Planning

Holmfields Showroom 17 Carlisle Street Leicester LE3 6AH
T: 0116 255 6669 E: support@holmfields.co.uk

www.holmfields.co.uk

@x@ 24-7 SERVICE
MIRPORT [PRICES

Other Airport & Seaport Prices Upon Request

LOCAL, CLEAN & MODERN CAR S5to8
VEHICLES TO: SEATER
East Midlands £22 £33
Birmingham £38 £50
Luton £70 £99
Heathrow £90 £125
Stansted £90 £125
Manchester £90 £125
Gatwick £110 £160

MINIMUM FARE £3.50 FREE CALL/TEXT BACK

www.fossetaxis.co.uk



WE PULL TOGETHER

The explosion that ripped through a Hinckley Road build-
ing killing five people, including three members of the
same family, proved our community can all come togeth-
er in times of tragedy for the common good.

At 7.00pm on February 25th, a quiet Sunday evening, lives
were changed forever as an explosion tore through the Zap-
ka supermarket The blast rocked houses for half a mile in all
directions bringing people running to the scene to help drag
victims from the rubble and give first aid. Business owner
Aram Kurd claims he crawled out calling for Viktorija Ljevleva
who was on her second shift at the store. Viktorija, Mary
Rajoobeer and her two sons Shane and Sean, and Leah
Beth Reek, Shane’s girifriend, perished when the blast de-
stroyed their flat and the building collapsed in on itself.

Gas pipes ruptured and flames took hold, adding to the dan-
ger faced by the fire crews as they battled the blaze and clear
debris from both sides of Hinckley Road.

It was a bitterly cold night but immediately our West End
community rallied round offering help where they could; pull-
ing the injured from the building, directing traffic away from
the scene before emergency services arrived and later bring-
ing hot food and drinks to the exhausted police & fire crews.
As Hopes of finding survivors faded and the awful scale of [}
the damage became apparent, local people were there sup-

porting those left without homes and businesses, and for “\ “

the emergency services as the traumatic work of carefully
sifting through the rubble for remains began.

Five people were injured in the explosion, one seriously, and
they were taken to hospitals in Leicester and Nottingham. It
was several days before the names of the missing

were released.

In the meantime, 60 residents had to leave their
homes and nearby businesses were shut to give the
emergency services space to work. A community
assistance point was set up at St Anne's Church by
Leicester City Council and local people were quick
to donate everything from nappies to dog food.

An in-depth forensic investigation to find the cause
of the blast was started by fire investigators in con-
junction with the police. By Monday 5th March three
men were charged with manslaughter and arson.
Two others were arrested & released on conspiracy
to cause an explosion and offences under the Pro-
ceeds of Crime Act. One of those charged with

manslaughter and arson is the shop owner Aram
Kurd. More on Page 6




The Crows Nest

Leicester's Most Popular Family Carvery, Steakhouse & Venue
|

NOT TO BE MISSED! SUNDAY MARCH 25TH

WEEKLY MEAL DEALS
HOMEMADE FOOD

2 MEALS FOR £10!
7 DAYS A WEEK TILL 7.30pm

SUNDAY CARVERY

12.00-7.00pm
FROM £5.95 % g ST. PATRICK’S
o ® WEEKENDER

LARGE CARVERY =
17th-18th March

& DESSERT
ONLY £9.95

WEEKDAY CARVERY WATCH IRELAND VS ENGLAND
Mon -Thurs 12.30 - 3.00pm SIX fNATIONS‘ Sat 17th March 2.45pm

(Buy 10 Meals - Get 1FREE Loyalty Card) THE BEST CRAIC IN LEICESTER!
BURGER & BEE GREAT LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

IRISH DANCING FROM
Monday - Saturday ..V

4 00 7 30 ; THE SE;\F::BOUOEN SCHOOL OF DAGNCE
pm pm : MUSIC FROM THE AMAZIN
ONLY £6.95 ¢ | 0 ‘CELTIC CLAN
54 THEY'RE BACKI %’TRADlTlONAL IRISH FOOD
SOMETHING FOREVERYONE COMING SOON!

Mon: Champion’s League Poker SAT 24th MARCH
Thurs: Kelly Jenns :
Thurs/Fri: Disco + Karaoke ;’fﬁf: l}{?:—:ﬁ

Sat: Live Entertainment & Disco
Sun: The Best Disco in Town (t gwelgeﬁowﬂeasﬂ!a‘g!leorcony !—j

Family Sunday Show
o Children after 8.00pm (Except Sun) MUSIC DANCING GAMES & PRIZES

Smart Dress on Fri & Sat Nights Essential MARCH zgth & APRIL sth
THURS TO SAT DaiyTinet ften ot (2

FREE BUBBLY FOR PARTIES OF 10 OR MORE!

1 Glenfield Road East, Leicester 0116 262 8826



WE PULL TOGETHER - CONTINUED

The emergency services were overwhelmed by
the response from the community and charity
groups, who went to the scene of the explosion
in Hinckley Road, offering hot drinks and re-
freshments.

Staff from the emergency services painstakingly
worked around the clock for two nights in sub-zero
temperatures searching for survivors before starting
the harrowing search for more human remains.
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Tammy Hill from the Crows Nest (Pictured above)
arrived with tea, coffee and food and the offer of an
overnight stay at the pub for those evacuated, the
volunteer Rapid Relief Team provided hot food and
drink to emergency responders. They arrived at 11
pm on Sunday night and worked in snowy conditions

EATHE'R

WINDOWSANDICO SERVAT ORIES

Conservators

DOORS

£399 each m

Registered Company

feeding officers at the scene until 7pm the following
evening. They were joined by The Midland Langar
Seva Society (MLSS), which normally feed the
homeless and stayed throughout the early hours.
Local business have pitched in to help. Supermar-
kets and takeaways brought supplies to officers -
one family turned up with a homemade cake and
another with a box of chocolates.

Superintendent Shane O’Neill said; “We are very
humbled by the efforts of members of the local com-
munity to support our officers, fire and rescue staff
and paramedics who have been working in freezing
weather.

“Something hot to eat and drink can make all the
difference when emergency responders are working
in extreme and harrowing conditions and are cold
and tired and can really help them keep their energy
levels up.

“‘We are incredibly grateful to everyone who has
been kind enough to give up their time to help.”

'SENIOR CITIZEN
DISCOUNTS

VICTORIAN CONSERVATORIES
£3999 (3m x3m inc. Base, Fitting & VAT)

0800 783 4110 anytime

www.allweatherwindowsanddoors.co.uk w@ ==

*Available

Credit Cards
-

SHOWROOM 179 FOSSE ROAD NORTH LEICESTER




SHEPHERDS BATHROOMS

73 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 OTD

0 Burlinglon TAISTOCK VANITY HALL
S ROPER RHODES 1ON

Superb Bathroom Supplies and Installation
Huge Range to Fit Any Budget
Extensive Showroom
Established in 1925

Ring us for more information or call into our showroom

0116 255 4351

Open Monday-Saturday

www.shepherdsbathrooms.co.uk e: shepherdsbathrooms@gmail.com




KNOTT’S LANDING

I'm proper angry. Convulsed with outrage.
After witnessing the awful events on Hinckley
Road recently | did what we all do these days; |
checked out social media to see the latest
news. There, on my screen pinged up a torrent
of bile and hatred aimed at my home town.

The erstwhile leader of the British National Party,
and some UKIP chump were tweeting saying the
explosion had to be a jihadi bomb factory because
Leicester is a multicultural city. We won'’t even talk
about the comments on the Daily Mail story.

| went from concerned to nuclear rage in sec-
onds. The police had just asked people not to
speculate on the cause of the explosion. In spite
of this these publicity seeking hate mongers were
racially profiling my street and publically saying
the explosion had to be caused by Muslim terror-
ists.

| will admit to going into a twitter frenzy: “This is
my street, my community and my people and you
know NOTHING about us. This is a diverse area
with more nationalities living in harmony than AN-
YWHERE else in the UK. #Leicester is an exam-
ple to the rest of the country in how to get it right.”
| haven't felt this strongly about something for a
very long time and calling out both of them for

Your Local Expert Gardener!
Garden Maintenance
Lawn Care & Hedge Cutting

Garden Design

Specialist Pruning
Fully qualified with over 10 Years of Stately
Home & Botanical Garden Experience.  ~

e: eI|zabeth@ellzabethstonegardens’t%m

[} it LoOK for es_gardens

their bigoted behaviour was a decision, | could
have just let it go and ignored them. (Oh alright
you can stop laughing now... we all know that
would never happen). | also fired back politely at a
number of people who thought it was the right
time to tell me | was a minority in my own city, like
this is somehow a problem.

Leicester has been good
to me. I've met lifelong
friends, made a home, a
baby and a career here.
My neighbours are a
rainbow of cultures and
ethnic backgrounds and
when we need to, we all g#
help each other. This is
my community and it's
diversity and breadth is a
beautiful and precious
thing. | will not have
someone parachuting in
trying to sow the seeds
of hatred and trying to screw it all up for those of
us who live here. There is too much pork pie, cur-
ry, kebab, samosa, barfi, sausage and cake at
risk. Try it sunshine, and you take on me and my
army... and | will win.

© Helen Knott

Find Helen on twitter @helenjknott

ALLSIDES

GUTTERING REPAIRS
REPAIR = CLEAN = REPLACE
SLIPPED TILES/SLATES
CALL STEVEN:

0116 2161 777 / 07970 032814
e: fcf2211@gmail.com
SEE OUR 5" *GOOGLE REVIEWS
www.allsidesguttering.co.uk

Ovens, Extractors,
Microwaves & BBQs
Expertly Cleaned

oﬁv&LEAN

The original oven cleaning speciafisu

[ on
i "vm m "‘” OVenc’

Put the sparkle back into your oven

Call Neville on 07948 622 379

www.ovenclean.com
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e KEY CUTTING FROM £3 EACH e NUTS, BOLTS & SCREWS ¢« SWEEPING BRUSHES ¢ ROOFING FELT « WORK WEAR
& BOOTS o GARDEN & POWER TOOLS ¢« RANGE OF ABUS LOCKS e WIDE DECORATING RANGE
o FENCE PANELS (ALL SIZES) « HEAVY DUTY CHICKEN WIRE « BIRD FEEDERS, TABLES & FOOD « BALSA WOOD
* ELECTRICAL CABLE OFF THE REEL ¢ DRAFT EXCLUDERS/FILM GLAZE « GARDEN INCINERATORS NOW £19.99

DISCOUNT FOR BULK COAL PURCHASES GET READY FOR SPRING A

*» SMOKELESS 20KG BAGS: £12.50 BEDDING PLANTS IN SOON!

» COAL 20KG BAGS: £6.99 » COMPOST 70Itr ONLY £6.99
« KINDLING: £3.00 / LOGS: £4.00 s COMPOST 2 X 70Itr ONLY £12.00

* DRAUGHT EXCLUDERS e FIRESIDE ACCESSORIES » COMPOST 20Itr: £3.50 « 10Itr: £2.50
TRADITIONAL BULBS CARPLAN: ANTIFREEZE / SCREEN WASH / SCRAPERS
40W, 6OW,100W,160W & CANDLE - HOTSPOT STOVE, FIREPLACE & CHIMNEY CARE
FAN HEATERS PLASTIC SLEDGES

CALOR GAS & ' FROM ONLY £8.99!
HALOGEN HEATERS

caton]c| BEWARR oziock [ -

0116 262 4970

atmoscentral

Your needs our universe
Leicester's Premier Coffee Bar & Vape Lounge

Expert Technical Vaping Advice & Fine Coffee

USB Charging & FREE WIFI

Open 7 Days a Week From 10am to 8pm
286 Narborough Road Leicester LE2 2AQ

oersssoy, 0116 225 2824



Dominion Body Repairs .
BODY REPAIR SPECIALISTS

139 Dominion Road/\

Glenfield LE3 8JB &
= Alloy Wheel Refurbishment = Machine Polish
m Full/Part/Custom Respray = Insurance Work

Cake! Community! Consultation!

Save the date for the up and coming Pop-Up
Tea Room on Saturday 17th March in St
Anne's Church Hall from 10.30-2pm, and all in
aid of community fundraising on behalf of
WWCE. A big thank you to Helen Pearce, Beth
Waite, Nicole Garrett & Clair Robins for all their

= Restorations
FREE LOCAL COLLECTIONS / COURTESY CARS
POP IN FOR A QUOTE OR CALL

(710116 287 4687
-1 " 07814 084 025

efforts in putting on
what will be a fabulous P N T
community occasion! el k
Come along and meet g
members of the team, &
talk to us about the §
project and put your g

ideas forward on a i
post-it note and add to

W.G. HARRISON & SON Ltd e and add t
Local Reputable Company Established Since 1 87'7 3\7' ; Sv(i)l?salljsc? I:I)c;nrunor?ii;lg
We Offer a COMPLETE SeNICG our own fundraising
PROPERTY REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS craft project for all the
Brickwork, Carpentry, Roofing family to enjoy, getting
Plastering & External Rendering you out, active and
Painting & Decorating spreading positivity as

Domestic and Commercial Insurance Work we enter the spring

Tel: (01 16) 262 1884 season! If you miss it, don't worry, look out for

information via local schools in the Ward shortly
Email: awgharris@aol.com

after the event.
Burgess Street Leicester LE1 4QH

We look forward to seeing you there!

5
Plumbing & Heating

RUDKIN & ) \ .

HERBERT LTD W2 5

« All plumbing work undertaken

+ Full heating systems

« High efficiency condensing boilers

« Boiler replacement

+ System upgrades & flushing

« Landlord certificates

+ Registered solar hot water installers

« Under floor heating systems

« Bathrooms, wetrooms & showers
« Registered solar PV system installers
« 7 year guarantee on all boiler installations

£60 BOILER SERVICE - WITH THIS ADVERT www.rudkinandherbert.co.uk

LEICESTER 0116 202 9775 Y EA% %@sfm‘ﬁm

|
D
k. HEAD OFFICE : 80 UPPERTON ROAD, LEICESTER, LE3 OHB )




Come and join our FREE Art Club for kids
aged between 7-13. Try your hand at painting,
printing, mosaics, collages, sculptures and much more!

Taking place at:

2 Brougham Street

Leicester

LE1 2BA

To book your space, please contact:
elizabethlenore@live.co.uk
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In partnership with Age UK, we are running free
dm%sesﬁgmm srgwide ic cmnptm% & intemet skilks.

T1th April, 9th May, 13th June and 11th July

(10am-12pm)

John Lewis third floor in The Place to Eat

For more information:

Mason.day@dmu.ac.uk e

0116 250 6289 John lewis ageux POCAL



Whether it is setting up an email account or
you need help with a Microsoft word document, our
student volunteers can help with all tech-based queries.

Woodgate Resource Centre
36 Woodgate, LE3 5GE

Every Wednesday 1:45pm-3:45pm

For more information:

E: mason.day@dmu.ac.uk

T: 0116 250 6289 DMU
LOCAL



MANDARIN
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You could be learning one of the world’s most spoken
!ang#lages. The Confucius Institute at De Montfort University
is offering 10 weeks of evening Mandarin classes for £70.

For more information:
E: ci@dmu.ac.uk




Shout out for your unwanted picnic ware!

ReFIESTA is an entirely home-grown, Leices-
ter-based and volunteer-run initiative, aiming
to inspire positive behaviour change for a
greener city and a cleaner planet, though local
festivals and events.

Our message is that sustainability does not have
to be hard work — or even get in the way of a good
time.

Simply making small chang- i

es to the way we do every-
day things can make a big
difference to our carbon foot-
print. And local celebrations
are a great environment to
try something new.

So what are you waiting for?
We are two West Leicester ReFiesta volunteers,
and would like your help to make our own West-
ern Park Festival a little bit greener. We are aim-
ing to pilot an on-site washing up service to re-
duce waste from disposable plates etc. So we are
looking to source the equipment needed for this. If
you have spare picnic ware - plates, bowls, cups,
cutlery (including metal cutlery) that you are happy

to donate, please get in touch via refiestaleices-
ter@gmail.com Also looking for small to medium
clean water containers (15 litres plus) washing up
bowls; the loan of a festival trolley and gazebo. In
addition to these items we would be grateful for
any offers of help with washing up. Please get in
touch via email or Facebook if you can help out.
Alternatively ring Sally on 0116 285 5793, or
text 07972 316 060, or ring Mel on 0116 254
9420 or text 07804 017 587.
ReFiestaleicester@gmail.com

Refiesta.org.uk

Facebook.com/ReFiestal eicester

@Re_FIESTA

CONSTRUCTION & CARPENTRY
CONVE

B vorwERr CONVERSION

VELUX CONVERSION

Call Matt Hackett B

07581 430 638 or 0116 225 8344
www.mphconstructioncarpentry.co.uk

HOUSE

CLEARANCE

e Single items or complete houses
e Same day call out - prompt & efficient
ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS RECYCLED

(0116) 233 8828
Eve: 0116 287 8500 Mob: 07710 025 109

www.mickanddens.co.uk

Visit our new online furniture site www.mdfurnitureland.co.uk




tree and stump removal | tree pruning | planting | hedge
maintenance | logs and wood chip | planning permission

Your local tree surgeon

call for a free, no obligation quote.

BUDDING

professional tree care
SKILLED & KNOWLEDGEABLE
QUALIFIED & INSURED

RELIABLE & FRIENDLY buddmgtrees CO. Uk

CASCADE OF POPPIES

To commemorate the 100"
anniversary of the ending of
World War One, individuals and
groups in Braunstone are join-
ing together to create a Cas-
cade of Poppies.

Local crafters from across Braun-
stone and the surrounding areas
are sewing and knitting poppies ‘
which, when fixed to a mesh, will i |
cascade down an exterior wall at ) 41 i
Braunstone Civic Centre. The cascade WI|| then
flow out along the ground up to and around the War
Memorial in the garden at the Centre on Kingsway,
Braunstone Town. The community aim to make
14,177 poppies to commemorate each of the
Leicestershire men who died as a result of the con-
flict.

All types of craft poppies are needed (except card
or paper — the display will be outside in Novem-
ber...) and we would welcome anyone to join us,
whether you want to make one poppy, a dozen or
more, and perhaps to tell us their stories of their
relatives who lived during World War One.

The group also wants anyone who wishes to do-
nate red knitting wool, fabric or any camouflage
type netting to please get in touch.

Call 0116 299 2192 For more information

Quallty_bmldmg work extensmns,
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BIRTHDAY BEER FEST

23RD - 25TH MARCH




Immortalised in Granite

One of Leicester's best known philanthropists,
Charles Bennion, a farmer's son, was born in
1857.

Despite his spending so much of his life in manu-
facturing industry, he never lost his interest in
nature, wildlife and the countryside and his ulti-
mate gift to the city and county of Leicestershire
was priceless.

Charles Bennion served his apprenticeship in
Crewe and as a young man was to travel the
world as a ship's engineer.

He later joined the family firm, Pearson and Ben-
nion, which merged with the United Shoe Compa-
ny of America to form the British Shoe Machinery
Company Ltd.

He was to serve as Managing Director of BUSM
from 1899 until his death in 1929. The factory, just
off the Belgrave Road, at its height employed
over four thousand people and was for many
years the largest employer in Leicester. Its per-
sonnel director for a number of years, Mr Cox,
was the father of British Tennis star, Mark Cox.
Interesting, a look at a map of LE4 reveals the
site of the old factory along with streets harking
back to the products once made there including
Moccasin Avenue, Sandal Avenue and Brogue
Street. There is even The Charles Bennion Way

connecting them.

Bennion and his wife Marianne lived just outside
the City at Thurnby Grange, a house which he
either had built or had greatly expanded. (Thurnby
Grange was sold to the then Billesdon District
Council on the death of his widow in 1939). It was
the site of the local air raid siren during the second
world war.

An active Freemason,
Bennion involved himself in
various philanthropic po-
jects, including the provi-
sion of a number of open
spaces and wildlife protec-
tion. When Leicester City
was struggling to buy the
Bradgate estate, which the
Grey family were selling up
in the 1920's, he was the
man who stepped in and
secured this much loved open space for all time.
A few yards in from the Newtown Linford en-
trance to the park stands a granite stone and
plaque, stating that Charles Bennion's memorial
lies all around. Tens of thousands of visitors can
testify to this every year.

Charles Bennion is quite simply immortalised in
granite.

Roger Blackmore

Fencing, Decking, Gates & Sheds
PATTERN IMPRINTED CONCRETE PATIOS & DRIVES
20 Years Guarantee Against Weeds & Sinkage

Sheds Re-felted & Stained, Turfing, Block Paving, Slabbing, Walling & Rubbish Cleared

FREE CALL OUT/O0AP DISCOUNT
Call 0116 222 0287 or 07914 732 563

www.oaklandfencingandsheds.co.uk



Leading Ear Care Specialists
achieving amazing results time
and time again

From the moment of the hearing aids being
switched on Mr Barton said he could hear
his wife talking to the dog in the kitchen!

Mr Barton shares his full experience at Heard4u and
how his new hearing aids have changed his day to
day life.

With new clients at Hear4u and we always aim to

please!

))) Free Hearing Assessment

Mr Barton has suffered with a hearing loss since the
young age of 8 years old, so has been using hearing
aids for most of his childhood and adult life.

Just before Christmas he accidently dropped his
hearing aids in the toilet (we are almost all guilty of
dropping objects such as mobile phones down the
loo). Panicking on how he would manage to carry
on through his day to day life without his hearing
aids, he used some 15 years old NHS hearing aids
that have been in the draw to see him through-
unfortunately having no luck, continuing to struggle.

Hear4u ordered Mr Barton some

Unitron Moxi Fit 600 as requested by
( ; Ex

the customer. These were received next
day and Mr Barton was booked in for a
home visit delivery as soon as possible.
. 1994

The Hearing Homecare Professionals

Call: 0116 262 3279

Come in today for a FREE
consultation and hearing test.

www.hear4u.co.uk

Our fantastic
audiologist arrived
at Mr Barton's house
prompt with all the
equipment needed,
including his new
hearing aids!
Paris professionally
fitted the hearing aids
and made sure Mr
Barton was comfortable with the fit and settings of
the aid. From the moment of the hearing aids being
switched on Mr Barton said he could hear his wife
talking to the dog in the kitchen. Mr Barton had not
heard certain sounds for a long time, for example if
people are in a different room having a conversation.
He could also hear the wind and the rain on the
conservatory roof- again something he
could not hear with his old hearing aids.
Mr Barton was delighted he was
| receiving his new hearing aids in the
/" comfort of his own home, not having
to go outside of his comfort zone
or worrying how he will travel to his
appointment. Paris was very thorough
explaining procedures and the technology of

J
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(\
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the hearing aid, for example; how the hearing

9 "}’
aids work, plus how to change wax traps,

batteries, domes and what is included in the
Hear4u package.
Mr Barton is over the moon with his hearing aids,
how they fit, how they look- they are smaller, sleeker
and better sounding compared to his old hearing
aids.

Hear4u Leicester:
227-229 Hinckley Road,
Leicester, LE3 OTG




FLAT PACK SERVIGES

Struggling With Flat Pack Assembly?

LET US DO IT FOR YOU

Expert Assembly of all Flat Pack Furniture
Wardrobes, Beds, Cabinets, Drawers, Shelving, Mirrors & More

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES
WE EVEN WORK EVENINGS & WEEKENDS!

& Call Shaun - 07842 816 653
E: flatpackteams@gmail.com

Morgan Moody Electrical

Leicester based electrician
All electrical work undertaken

Get in touch for a quote

07852 191 311
e: morgan@morganmoodyelectrical.co.uk

Domestic - Commercial - Industrial

The Magical Worl
of Melody Bear-"

Dance & Movement With Melody Bear
Pre-school Dance Classes

Tues 3.45pm & Sat 9.45am
Buckminster Road Church Rooms,
Leicester LE3 QAT

To Book A Place

Call 0116 238 3964
info@steeleelliottschoolofdance.co.uk
www.steeleelliottschoolofdance.co.uk
Our Classes are a fun introduction for young children to

the world of dance, promoting coordination, physical
fitness, agility and early learning curriculum skills,

www.mdodm:bv::um.:om
www.me| r.com

LETTERBOX

¥
Dear Editor: Dog walkers are love- m
ly people especially the ones who w
walk with their pooches on West- 2o
ern Park. A couple from Glenfield who accompa-
ny Willow on his travels was talking to my hus-
band recently. He admired Willow’s wonderful
knitted coat. (It's been
very cold, even for dogs) g
Barley, our dog, looked on
enviously. 3 days later
there was a knock on the
door and there stood the
same couple with a coat
for Barley. They wouldn’t
take any money or even
come in for coffee. I'd love
to thank them properly so &
if Willow’s human mum
and dad read this THANK
YOU. It was so kind of you
and Barley thinks he’s top dog on the Park, be-
hind Willow of course.

Wendy & Barry

Dear Editor: | am sure the photograph | have
included in my letter will not get published, as
it is likely to make people ‘uncomfortable’. To
be honest | feel uncomfortable attempting to navi-
gate my kids to school everyday around Dorches-
ter, Kingswood and Ainsdale road due to the
increasing about of dog poo on the streets. It is
getting ridiculous. | feel like | have to tackle an
obstacle course every morning attempting to
arrive at school without having slipped or stepped
in it.

The dogs are not to blame, we all know it's the
inconsiderate owners, but how does the council
fine people, is there a dog fouling officer on the
beat? If so they could take visit around these
local roads.

Disgusted Local Resident

GET IT OFF YOUR CHEST AND EMAIL:
editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

OPEN
Wed-Fri: 8.30am - 6.00pm
Sat: 10.00am - 5pm

Osteopathy is a Whole Body Treatment

Many conditions can
be relieved or benefit
from Osteopathic

Treatment -

o 4q

Sciatica
Arthritis
Whiplash
Headaches
Back Pains
Sports Injuries
Postural Strain

www.backs-etc.co.uk

2 Meadhurst Road, Leicester, LE3 6SQ



Locally made short film Débuts at Duffys Bar

1979 PREMIER

Not a white rose in sight at the premiere of the
short movie 1979 and the only “me toos” were
those in the audience who had been collabora-
tors in the films. Aside from an outlet for his mania
one of Mark Cooper’s principal aims was to make a
very local film. Supporting the main event, Av
Singh’'s Eastwood raised some laughter with a
somewhat younger and lesser known Clint. In con-
trast the filmpoem “Adieu Mankind”, shot by Tom
Knight, brought a darker tone to the evening. Mark’s
rewrite of Shakespeare’s “To be or not to be”, com-
plete with soul cleansing in the river Lin at Bradgate
Park, calls for Homo sapiens to call time on humani-
ty and stop making babies.

1979 culminated with femme fatale Kathleen pro-
phetically stealing Ray Marlow’s Trimphone as our
anti-heroine pioneered later spates of smart phone
robberies often reported in our very own Police
Update.

The response to 1979 was overwhelming, there
weren’t enough seats, and by the time of the main
screening some were sitting on the floor.

In response a second screening has been ar-
ranged at PoloneZ Bar, 56 Hinckley Road on Friday
16th March at 7.30 p.m. Just turn up.

THE WRIGHT DECORATORS
Steve Wright

Local Decorator
30 years Experience
All Work Guaranteed

For all your interior and exterior decorating needs
Call 0116 2241 959 M:07810 810 291

e: thewrightdecorators@hotmail.co.uk
49 Lindfield Road Leicester LE3 6HL

GLASTON

25TH - 27TH MAY 2018

{68}

BEST TRIBUTE FESTIVAL!
SEE ALL YOUR FAVOURITE ROCK HITS
IN ONE EPIC FESTIVAL

WYMESWOLD - LEICESTERSHIRE - LE12 6SU
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THE WORLD’S TOP TRIBUTE ACTS
GREAT ORIGINAL BANDS

ACROSS 4 STAGES

FUNFAIR / FOOD & REAL ALE

TO BOOK

Visit www.glastonbudget.org
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Anady's
Handyman
Serwvice

07954 825 963

andyhandyserv@gmail.com

Electrical + Plumbing ¢+ Decorating + Carpentry ¢+ IT

General Repairs + Property Maintenance ¢+ Fencing

Look at our Facebook page to see examples of previous work
@AndysHandyService

Get in touch to arrange a free visit and no obligation estimate

WESTERNPARK

JOINERY AND BUILDING SERVICES

LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

LOFT CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS, ROOFS,
KITCHENS, DOORS & FULL HOUSE RENOVATIONS

Speedy Builds & Minimal Disruption
PHILIP INCHLEY: 07920 763 697
RICKY INCHLEY: 07880 886 038

E: wp.joinery@yahoo.com

Want to Pay Less Tax or Starting Out in Business?
Need a Pro-active Accountant?

Struggling with your Tax Return?
LET US HELP

i«KIRT & CO

ACCOUNTANTS

ACCOUNTING TAX & BUSINESS ADVICE
Friendly and Professional Local Service

0116 285 2694

60 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 ORB
e: info@kirt-accountants.co.uk

www.kirt-accountants.co.uk

ROOFING » PAUL TURNER

AND GENERAL BUILDING REPAIRS

Re-roofs y-
General Repairs -
Welsh Slating
Lead Flashing
Re-ridging Over 30 years Experience

Tel: 0116 210 14 16
M: 07816 851 911

As Recommended by Knightsbridge Estate Agents

Share Your Views on a Possible 20mph Speed
Limit in the Letchworth Road and Dovelands
Primary School Areas

ROAD SAFETY STUDY STARTS

The Council is starting a study to determine the
feasibility of implementing a 20mph speed limit
for the Letchworth Road and Dovelands Primary
School areas, and have commissioned Arcadis
to take forward this work. This will include public
consultation and subject to feasibility preparing
design proposals.

An important first step is to understand the views of
local residents and business owners, specifically
with regard to the implementation of a 20mph speed
limit and potential installation of associated physical
measures. At present, no proposals have been put
forward. Local opinions will provide an invaluable
input to this process. The study will investigate the
residential roads bounded by Letchworth Road/
Perth Avenue, Aikman Avenue/Petworth Drive,
Henley Road/Woodville Road, Hinckley Road, and
Western Park Road. However, at this stage Aikman
Avenue/Petworth Drive, Henley Road/Woodville
Road, Glenfield Road, and Hinckley Road are not
planned to be part of the study area itself.

Arcadis invites local residents to share views on
any issues and opportunities that

might exist for this area. Repre-

sentatives from the project team

will be available during the West-

ern Community Meeting on 10"

April 2018, from 7pm onwards.

There will be an opportunity to

share views and ideas, and Ar- 20MPH
cadis staff will be available to SPEED LIMIT
help capture these on a location

map. Thoughts ideas and contributions can also be
emailed to:
LetchworthDovelands20mph@arcadis.com

For further information regarding the venue and
agenda, please go to www.cabinet.leicester.gov.uk
Select ‘Meetings’ and then ‘Western Community
Meeting'. Peter Siemensma

CATS - THE MUSICAL AUDITIONS

The Leicester Theatre Group on Poole Road is
searching for young talent for their new produc-
tion of Cats the Musical.

They're also holding full singing auditions but the
main dancers will only be expected to hold a tune.
The age limit is 10yrs for the kittens and up to 21
(on or before March 17" 2018) for the Cats.

Fees payable for the show cover everything includ-
ing costumes and can be paid in instalments.

If you have a great voice and can dance, choose a
date and book yourself in by emailing:
leicestertheatregroup@gmail.com Sun March 18th
2pm — 6pm & Sun March 25th 2pm — 6pm



ay Arti Jewellers

GOLD BOUGHT
FOR CASH!

Top Quality Expert Service

Silver & Gold Jewellery

GOLD Ear & Nose Piercing
oAR's ORO « 2LOTO Competitive Prices

« ARANY » AUR » OR Jewellery Repairs

14/18 CT GOLD JEWELLERY SPECIALIST

10% OFF
/ SELECTED
NECKLACES

Tel: 0116 254 5091....

www.artijewellers.com

65 NARBOROUGH RD, LEICESTER LE3 OLE




ALL domestic Iurlll1bing & heating work undertaken.

‘call us t'\dmlj’

At

211551

OFFICE

0116 254 8462

PLUMBING

AND HEATING LIMITED

Boiler Replacements
System Upgrades
Boiler Maintenance & Breakdowns
Full Central Heating
Domestic Gas Installation & Repairs
Underfloor Heating

Bathroom Refits M O B l L E

All General Plumbing Work 0771 7477 532
57 Letchworth Road, Leicester, LE3 OFL

E-mail: westendplumbingandheating@hotmail.co.uk

SD PLASTERING & TILING
+ HANDYMAN SERVICE

All Aspects of Plastering & Tiling
m Domestic ]
m Commercial
m Insurance

FREE ESTIMATES
T: 0116 348 3354 M: 0771 353 1096

e: contact@sd-plasteringandtiling.com

www.sd-plasteringandtiling.com

: LvVT
AT LEICESTER
VOCAL TECH

For The Budding Singer & Friends!

Our Karaoke Birthday Bash Party
Package is Perfect for Children &
Teens who Love to Sing & perform

GET THE WOW FACTOR!

With A VIP Red Carpet Entrance, Your
Own Performance Stage & Much More!
Silver, Gold or Platinum Karaoke

Birthday Bash Packages From
ONLYE£149

(Includes venue decorations, party host, games,
prizes, snacks & unlimited refreshments!)

CONTACT US TO TALK PARTY!

0116 222 1268/07442 503 987
www.leicestervocaltech.co.uk

March Police Update

Detectives investigating the murder of 24 year
old Ashley Johnson who was found stabbed on
Dannett Street have arrested a 22 year old man
on suspicion of murder.

Ashley was found fatally injured on Dannett Street
at 3.42am on Saturday 24th February. Detective
Inspector Jon Blockley said: “....our enquiries are
very much continuing and we urge anyone who
has any information and who hasn’t yet made con-
tact to get in touch.”

The Fosse policing team are aware of some
complaints about street drinking in the area
and have conducted an operation in February
educating people and checking licensed prem-
ises. Officers have the power to remove alcohol
from persons if they are drinking in public and are
engaged in anti-social behaviour.

The Westcotes Policing team have been out
and about over the past month focussing on
licensed premises. We have visited over 100
establishments checking they are adhering to and
displaying their licence conditions. This work is on-
going so please let us know if you have any con-
cerns, regarding the sale of alcohol / knives to
U18's.

Talking of knives, Leicestershire Police is com-
mitted to reducing the numbers of incidents
involving knives and those carrying such as
weapons. This is a priority and something we all
have a responsibility for to ensure the safety of our
community, especially the teenager groups. Please
pass any information (confidentially) regarding
those you know or suspect regularly carry a knife —
it could save a life.

We have seen a number of reports of discard-
ed used needles across the Westcotes area
over the past month. We are working closely with
the Leicester City Council to identify these and
have them safely removed, as well as other educa-
tional work with our partners to try and improve the
situation. If you do see any needles in a public
place please contact the City council cleansing
team. Any needles on private property may incur a
charge for their removal.

Officers from the New parks area continue to
focus on knife related crime and ASB. A number
of warrants have also been recently completed,
with more planned over the coming weeks. Again
please pass any information you have to your local
Neighbourhood  officer, PCSO or contact
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.

On March 27th from 6pm-8:30pm the Fosse
policing team and City Council will be holding
a Community fair at Newfoundpool Working
Men’s Club on Beatrice Rd. Numerous local
services will be in attendance to give information to
visitors about the local services available for them.

We hope to see you there!  Sgt Chris Schofield




Tony Huxley'’s
Compost Corner

Last week | was adm|r|ng the
first daffodils of spring, and then
We were thrown right back in the chiller. Hope-
fully your tender perennials are somewhere shel-
tered or fleeced over. Temperatures have been
cold enough to kill back plants like Cordylines and
scorch Choisya, and snow fall has been heavy
enough to tear limbs from unpruned conifers. Like
the pragmatic folk that we aren’t, we're all looking
for someone to blame and the forecasters have
chosen Siberia. The “Beast from the East” is one
unwanted gift that seems to have crippled the
country more effectively than any cyber subter-
fuge.

So, what has Siberia ever |
done for us gardeners? WeII &
we could argue they have giv-
en us some extremely tough,
useful and beautiful plants to
use. As a contrast to a wintry A
backdrop you can’'t do much §
better than Siberian dogwood,
Cornus alba siberica, with its
crimson stems. Varieties of the

| orange puff ball blooms.

larger and more robust Siberian willow, Salix
acutifolia are popular in amenity planting schemes
where they’re copiced to encourage an attractive
screen of decorative stems and feathery plumes
of foliage.

On a smaller scale, Siberian bugloss, Brunnera
macrophylla, is a favourite choice for ground cover
in shady spots. Its foliage is often silvered (e.g.
varieties such as “Jack Frost”), and it has sprays
of blue forget-me-not like flowers. And how can
we forget the Siberian squill (!) a dainty sky-blue
bulb that will quickly colonise a border.

Most gardeners have grown
Erysimum. This tough little
plant is known as the Siberian
wallflower. Its hardiness and ¥
bright orange flowers make it
a popular early bedding plant.
Trollius asiaticus is another
great Siberian native with hot

But my favourite has to be the
Siberian lIris. This plant may
be robust in character, but its
foliage and vivid blue flowers
have a delicacy and finesse that most of the
gaudy flag irises seem to lack.

So not everything from the East is beastly.

aon Page

YOUR LOCAL TREE SURGEON

¥ Are your trees oo tall, blocking light or urtidy?
A 2o your hedges, conters or shrubs need Lrimming?
Mo Would you like to remove that stubborn stump?

With 30 years of woréifg in your areay I would be
pleased to give you free advice and a free guotation

Callmenowon 01 16 250 5848

Y Constantly
J ( ecommended

www.charnwoodtrees.com
I ALSO SELL...

high quality
firewood logs

!




Sutton Hill Farm
Country Auctions

AUCTIONS

Sat 3rd March 2.00pm
General Sales
Fri 16th March 10.00am
Antique, Fine Arts, Collectables &
Jewellery Auction
Sat 7th April 2.00pm
General Sales
Sat 28th April 2.00pm
General Sales
Fri 11th May 10.00am
Antique, Fine Arts, Collectables &
Jewellery Auction
Sat 19th April 2.00pm
General Sales

VIEWING TIMES

Weds/Thurs prior to Fri Auction: 10am-é6pm
Fri prior to Sat Auction. 10am-6pm

FREE VALUATION DAYS
MON & THURS 10am-4pm

bid online at our auctions:

the-saleroom.com

Sutton Hill Farm Country Auctions
Sutton Hill Farm, Coventry Road,

Broughton Astley, Leicester, LE? 6QD
www.suttonhillfarmcountryauctions.com

BRAIN TA/ ERS

1 Across: Tuberous plant 1 Down: Broken 2:
Cyber criminals 3: A titanic hit 4: Plant Sources
5: Large heavy knife 6: Old man 7: Plans.

© Paul Towers

5 4 7

5 1 4

Solutions: www.westernparkgazette.co.uk

Got a local story or a great picture?
Are you holding an event?
Are you doing something special?

Tell us all about it!

editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk
Or via Twitter & Facebook




Carpets Leicester LTD

Free Estimates & Free Measuring
Quality Carpets Laminates & Vinyls

L, Al 55
=L = E A o 16 A\,a'\\ab‘e
B-ESEEES Finance

Formerly cAuvamRN
25 Nevanthon Road, Leicester, LE3 6DR

* Terms & Conditions apply.
Time limited & not in conjunction with any other offer

Barker

ESTATE & LETTINGAGENTS

www.barkers1985.co.uk

Sales & Lettings
01162 758 338

38-44 Braunstone Gate Leicester LE3 5L.G




“ WOODGATE
I COMPUTERS

One call that's all! Computer services you can depend on!

[”ﬁ] TOSHIBA| [ADVENT ” aCET | | JIFP | [SONY

e Apple & Windows Machine Repair e Data Recovery e Mobile Phone & Game Console Repair
e CCTV e Networking « Home & Business Services

PHONE 0116 262 3999
WOODGATE COMPUTERS  FREEPHONE 0800 644 0686
o MOBILE 0791 337 2633 Freendex | Since 1999

DAVE’S AUTO SERVICES

The MOT Specialist Getting You Back On The Road

MOT's FOR VEHICLE CLASSES 4 & 7
FAST & CONVENIENT - NO NEED TO BOOK
WAITING AREA
FREE RE-TEST

OPEN MON: FRI 7.45am-6.00pm SAT: 7.45am-2.30pm

NOSN 2% | Tesmwaracumy:



