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A Great New Advance in
Hearing Technology ( HL’(U‘_,[U

Introducing the quickest charging, longest
lasting rechargeable hearing aid ever...

e Ground breaking Lithium lon
Technology

* No more battery hassles or costs

e 24 hours charge

e Unmatched hearing performance

www.hear4u.co.uk0 0 @ _)

Call: 0116 262 3279 Visit: 227 Hinckley Road, Leicester LE3 0TG




Keep Fit & Have Fun

With Hula Hooping!

@ Bun Up To 300 Calories An Hour
\ ® Gear Abdominal Exercise

Book Your Place @ flightfitness.co.uk
Punky Hoops Flight Fitness

Faircharm Industrial Estate, Leicester, LE3 2BU
www.punkyhoops.com

Painting and Decoratin

Est 1982
Interior and Exterior

Domestic & Commercial Work, Insurance Quotes Welcome

Tel: 0116 2854 160 Mobile: 0776 822 0793

e:awndecor@yaho0.co.uk
www.a-w-notman-painting-and-decorating.co.uk
87 Nevanthon Road Leicester LE3 6DR

chitectural

Services

Building Plans for
EXTENSIONS - LOFT CONVERSIONS
STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS

From initial design right through to Planning
Permission and Building Regulations approval.
We take care of all the details. liaising with the local
authoritics on your behalf.

cALL FOr YOUR FREE consuLTaTiON

T 01162549576 . .
M: 07788 416 806 0|
M: 07974 263 607 =L~

S p——

E: ajs-architectural@hotmail.co.uk

o

A.J.S Architectural Services
24 Wentworth Road, Leicester, LE3 9DF

erie 2NCe .

Expert Adwce Rellablllty and Quality

Hello From The Editor

Welcome to the October edition of the West-
ern Park Gazette.
This month: Leicester's only pub theatre, luckily
for us in the West End, is searching for new man-
agement to guide it onto even greater things. The
traffic snarl up between Glenfield Road and
Letchworth Road is angering residents as they try
to improve the situation and The Braunstone
Gate Winter festival plans race ahead.
Since Halloween is just around the corner we
look at its history with Chez, our local Celtic ex-
pert, and we stay with the historical theme as
Roger Blackmore walks the city’s ancient track-
ways. We also have a report from the recent dig
at Castle Park over in Beaumont Leys.
In the spirit of the season, Tony Huxley, gets into
Halloween with a suggestion or two guaranteed
to scare the neighbours half to death, Mike Hoop-
er from Hinckley Road Policing Unit has his up-
date and Helen Knott opens up her inner cave
girl to discover the delights of a garden fire pit.
Finally, the Sudoku and crossword are ready to
batter the matter on the inside back page.
Follow us on Twitter @mygazette & Facebook
by searching for the Western Park Gazette.
If you've got a local news story then email:
editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk
Visit www.westernparkgazette.co.uk

Just So You Know.....

e Content in this magazine may not reflect the beliefs
or opinions of the publisher.

e The copyright of all text and advertisements designed
or authored by The Western Park Gazette and its
officers, remains with the publisher at all times.

e If you're supplying under copyright artwork or articles,
Rapscallion Media assumes you have the right to do so.

e All advertising copy you supply must be accurate,
truthful and be ASA compliant.

e You need our permission to reproduce any part of this
magazine or associated website content.

e \We are not responsible for transactions between
Gazette advertisers and their clients.

e \We don’t accept liability for loss or damage as a result
of omissions or errors once content is submitted.

e \We don'’t print editorial endorsements of products or
services. Full terms and conditions are on line.

e All content is published in good faith.

e Copy Deadline November 4th 2016

To Contact - Call 07939 115 724
e:editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

e:sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk

Published by Rapscallion Media
62 Ainsdale Rd
Leicester LE3 OUA

Printed by Flexpress Ltd
6 Coal Cart Road, Interchange,
Birstall, Leicester, LE4 3YB
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Events Diary

Pub Quiz: Monthly last Tues. WE Brewery Braun-
stone Gate. 8-10pm.

Peter Crebbin’s Cool Swing Band: 1st Sun Monthly.
Café Chino at Hilton Hotel, Meridian. 1-3.30pm
Thursday Club: 2-4pm. Robert Hall, 147 Narb’ Rd.
West End Pay As You Feel Café: Thurs 7-8.30pm.
Tues, Fri & Sat 11-3pm. WE Centre. Andrewes St.
Westfield Gallery: Mon-Sat. 81 Westfield Rd. Call
0116 285 8548 to view.

Half term Horror: 20th Oct. Guildhall. 11-3pm.
Simply Gershwin: 22nd Oct. DeMont Hall. 7.30pm.
Pumpkin Prize Giving/McMillan Coffee Morn: 22
Oct. Groby Rd Allotments. 10-2pm.
Patricia Cornwell In Conversation:
DeMont Hall 7.pm. Free. Contact venue.
The Importance of Being Ernest: Until 29 Oct.
Curve. curveonline.co.uk

Julian Clary: 28th Oct. Curve. 8.00pm. Contact venue.
Spooky Science: Until 30th Oct. Space Centre.

Kids’ Halloween Trail: 29-31st Oct. New Walk Mus.
Ghost Walk: 31st Oct. Newarke Houses Museum.
5.30pm. www.visitleicester.info

Catherine Tate: DeMont Hall. 4th Nov. 7.30pm.
Abbey Park Firework Display: 5th Nov. 5.30pm.

The Man Who Would Be King: 11-12 Nov. Upstairs
At The Western. 7.30pm.

Salt of The Earth Charity Sale: 12 Nov. 11 Cooden
Av, LE3 0JS. 2-5pm.

Email your event to: editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

24th  Oct.

Holmfields

I N OUALITY—

BUILT

home studies bedrooms

Your Local Family Run Business
Fitted Kitchens, Bedrooms & Studies * Design & Planning
Installation Services Including Building Work

Holmfields Showroom 17 Carlisle Street Leicester LE3 6AH
T: 0116 255 6669 F: 0116 255 6668 E: suppon@holmfields.co.uk

www.holmfields.co.uk

Woodgate Eye Centre

@ Wyvern Optical

AUTUMN OFFER
FREE EYE TEST!
WITH EVERY PAIR
OF SPECJTACLES!

87 Narborough Road

Leicester LE3 OLF
0116 2241 767

Fri 8.00am-6.00pm (

Tel

Open:
754

o*= 24-7 SERVICE
ANRPORT PRIICES

Other Airport & Seaport Prices Upon Request

LOCAL, CLEAN & MODERN CAR 5to8
VEHICLES TO: SEATER
East Midlands £22 £33
Birmingham £38 £50
Luton £70 £99
Heathrow £90 £125
Stansted £90 £125
Manchester £90 £125
Gatwick £110 £160

MINIMUM FARE £3.50 FREE CALL/TEXT BACK

www.fossetaxis.co.uk



Could You Run Upstairs?

Volunteer-led venue Upstairs at the Western is
looking for a new team to take over the run-
ning of Leicester's only pub theatre.

Developed and created in 2012, directors Verity
Bartesch, Sally Jack and Gary Phillpott, together
with a team of volunteers transformed an empty
room above popular Steamin' Billy pub, The West-
ern, into a successful, professional venue. With
two seasons each year of theatre, comedy and
spoken word in the heart of Leicester's West End,
over 4,500 people have seen shows or taken part
in workshops over the past eight seasons.

The directors of the com- g

P,

munity |nter.est company ooy HOTEL -
are now looking for succes-

sors to continue to run and UbSTAins &
improve the theatre, and f‘ Al

ensure that Upstairs at the .
Western remains a jewel in
the Leicester West End
community's crown.

Sally Jack said: “We feel
we have gone as far as we
can with the venue. Lives
change and it is such a big
commitment to maintain the
standards we have set ourselves. Much as it feels
like a big wrench at the moment, we hope to see

the venue thrive and flourish with a new team,
whoever they may be. This is a great opportunity
to develop the space - whether that is continuing
to programme theatre, comedy, spoken word and
music which all work so well, or to focus on a new
direction but this will be something for the new
team to embrace and develop”.

The highlights for Sally have
been: “...seeing the comedy
work-shoppers overcome
their fears and create and
perform stand up routines to a
paying audience has been
great. Welcoming performers
like Dave Bartram, Geoffrey
Holland and Cathy Tyson to
the venue has been thrilling
and brilliant fun. Overall
though, my own satisfaction comes from sitting up
at the back of the theatre, watching a show, the
lights coming up once the performance has ended
and hearing the audience talk about what they've
just experienced. A shared experience’.

With continued support from The Steamin’ Billy
Brewery, the departing directors hope that audi-
ences will continue to walk Upstairs To The West-
ern to be entertained and that the city’s unique
pub theatre will continue to firmly embed itself into
the fabric of Leicester's West End. Paul Towers
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HOUSE

CLEARANCE

e Single items or complete houses
e Same day call out - prompt & efficient
ALL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS RECYCLED

(0116) 233 8828
Eve: 0116 287 8500 Mob: 07710 025 109

www.mickanddens.co.uk

Visit our new online furniture site www.mdfurnitureland.co.uk




THE CR{SWS NEST

THE BEST FOR FAMILIES, FOOD AND LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

WARLAWEREN WEEKENP

FRI 28TH: BLUES BROS TRIBUTE + CHICAGO BLUES
SAT R3ATH: KIPS' HALLOWEEN PARTY 3.30-6.30pm
AAT EVE: THE TWISTER SI3TERS
SHN 30TH: CARVERY + FREE KIPS' ShUSHY
AW EVE: HALLOWEEN PISER /KARADKE
MON 313T: THE KELLY JENNS SHOW

THE HOME OF GREAT ENTERTAINMENT

MON: POKER WEDS: BINGO/PLAY YOUR CARDS RIGHT
THURS: BIG STEVE'S KARAOKE PARTY FRI: PAVE MAZZEI KARAOKE/PISCO
) EVERY SAT: TOP LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
NEW A LA CARTE MENU AVAILABLE 5-9PM

From on|y £5 95! Sund?y Noon -6.00pm
~ BONFIRE WEEKEND

SPECTACULAR!
F h NOV From Spm

FIRE RK LAY
4 DISEOIKAR
BBQ +)) 'MAGIGEHOW!

Fur?:wrrﬂ JACK IN THE BOX!

70 SAT 5th/NOV \ \
THERS OF ROCK!
.
sl NOW TAKING fig 2
ST xMAS PARTY [N
e ;/‘ thecrowsnestleicester.com BOOKINGS b
1 GLENFIELD ROAD EAST LEICESTER 0116 262 8826 ]




Trackway To Motorway

Most of us all know that historically Leicester
was built where the River Soar could be forded
and later, bridged. The Romans drove their long
distance route from the Devon coast across Brit-
ain to Holton-Beckering near Lincoln using this
crossing point to establish the town of Ratae Cori-
eltauvorum as a key point along what they called
the Fosse Way.

Trackways had, however,
existed in Britain long be-
fore the Romans arrived
and it may well be that parts
of the Fosse Way had exist-
ed as ancient trackways ©
many centuries before. )
Water transport had be-
come important long before ©
land travel to central areas
of the country like Leices-
tershire became popular. &
Thus we can still trace the
route of an ancient track- [= =
way leading out of Leices- : -

ter, by way of what is now Scraptoft Lane, up over
the Tilton plateau making its way to Stamford and
the River Welland. In other parts of the county we
also find traces of old pathways linking up with
rivers such as the Wreake and the Soar.

Gartree Road, running south east out of the city
towards the Welland, was certainly used by the
Romans but is in reality a good bit older. lts route
is not only traceable but still largely in use either
as a road or pathway along almost its entire
length.

Not quite as easy to trace is the road which the
Romans used to link their town of Ratae Cori-
eltauvorum to their fort near Mancetter on the
Watling Street which we now know as the Ab5.
This route passed through the vicinity of Glenfield
and Ratby but the exact route is difficult to deter-
mine. We do know however that the forts along
the stretch of border between current day Leices-
tershire and Warwickshire were well fortified. This
was done in the aftermath of the famous rebellion
of Queen Boadicea (or Boudicca) who met her

L\ ] end somewhere near Nuneaton.

High up on this border country, further to the
south, we find High Cross, where the Fosse Way
traverses Watling Street. In Roman times many
regarded this point as the dead centre of England,
though the commemorative monument there is of
a much later date.

Today we live in the age of rapid road transport,
yet Fosseway and Watling Street are still in use.
The M1 and the M69 are entirely twentieth century
creations but still follow in the cart ruts of those
ancient trackways. Roger Blackmore

For Your Special Day

2 Classic Rolls Royce Cars
7 Seater Mercedes
White Daimler Vanden Plas
BOOK FOR CHRISTMAS
i & NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONS

oy | ~ PR LR 2

VINTAGE CLASSIC CAR HIRE

Ring for Brochure
with Full Details & Price

0116 222 0287
m: 07914 732 563

www. paulfranciscars.co.uk

BUILDING
SERVICES
\ P}

Extensions and Repairs
Garden Walls and Patios

Loft Conversions

General Property Maintenance
All Building Work Undertaken

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
T: 0116 243 2868 M: 0779 685 7640

- R,
DA LANDSCAPES

SLABBING ® GRAVELLING » FENCING * TURFING

» GARDENS CLEARED
» TREES/HEDGES CUT & REMOVED

OAP DISCOUNTS!
o116 233 0007

07909 724 435




Shepherds Bathrooms

73 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 0TD

Superb Bathroom Supplles and lnstallatlon
Fitted by Qualified and Time Served Experts
Huge Range to Fit Any Budget

Extensive Showroom
Ring us for more information or call into our showroom

0116 255 4351

www.shepherdsbathrooms.com
Open Monday-Saturday




Autumn, as the poet said is: “the season of mellow
fruitfulness”. For Helen, it’s the chance to relive
her misspent youth and set fire to stuff...

KNOTT'S LANDING

A fire pit is one of those little luxuries that you
never knew you needed. There is nothing like a
real fire with logs and marshmallows, crumpets
and mulled wine.

I've made fire pits on beaches around the country
and dodged the flying shards of hot flint that come
flying out of them. I've made fire pits on campsites
and dodged the bamboo sticks poked into them by
excited children. I've never had a fire pit at home
though. That changed recently. A Swedish fire pit
has arrived in my back garden. It's a stainless
steel monolith at first, but then the lid comes off
and you fill it with logs and make fire! Those useful
Swedes have ensured there is a grill top for it so
you can mull your wine and toast anything that
comes to hand without burning it!

It's all very sanitised and 21st century though.
There is a bit of me that longs to stick a giant hunk
of meat on a spit and roast it over a fire. You can
buy spits that you have to sit all day and turn but |
imagine the feast you have at the end of that day
is amazing. There’s something primal about a big

hunt of meat over a fire and it stirs my inner Wilma
Flintstone. That said, | can probably live without it.
| came home from a long trip recently and when |
walked into the house | was immediately drawn
through and out into the garden by the dancing
flames. It was lit and waiting for me, there was hot
chocolate and crumpets and it was perfect. In-
stead of staring at the television | stared into the
fire like my cave dwelling ancestors and it was
properly magical. Whether | still feel that way in
the depths of winter when the ice is forming | don’t
know, but | do know that a day without fire is a day
wasted. Helen Knott.
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DAYMANS

LATEST OFFERS

KEY CUTTING FROM £3 EACH
NUTS, BOLTS & SCREWS
SWEEPING BRUSHES
ROOFING FELT
DECORATING RANGE
WORK WEAR & BOOTS
GARDEN & POWER TOOLS
FENCE PANELS (ALL SIZES)
HEAVY DUTY CHICKEN WIRE
BIRD FEEDERS, TABLES & FOOD
BALSA WOOD - LARGE SELECTION
ELECTRICAL CABLE OFF THE REEL
DRAFT EXCLUDERS/FILM GLAZE
GARDEN INCINERATORS
WERE £29.99 NOW £19.99
MOISTURE TRAPS
WERE £8.50 - NOW £6.00!

WINTER’S COMING!

TRADITIONAL LIGHT BULBS

SMOKELESS 20KG BAGS: £12.00
COAL 20KG BAGS: £6.99
KINDLING: £3.00 A BAG
FIRELIGHTERS: £1.50
DRAUGHT EXCLUDERS
FIRESIDE ACCESSORIES

DEWALT

ﬁ\-ﬂ /.- V@&
| &

MATT VINYL EMULSION |
7.5L ONLY £14.09 s>
OR 2 FOR £25!

m

ONLY £9.99 - RRP £15.99
e Magnetic LED Swivel Torch

ONLY £5.99 - RRP £11.99

262 4970

www.daymansdiy.co.uk

LAST IN STOCK

40, 60 & 100W 10 PACK
ONLY £5.00!

150W LIGHTBULBS
WHILE STOCKS LAST!
CLEAR 100W 4 PACK
WAS £1.99 NOW £1.500!

LARGE RANGE OF LED BULBS
INC. GOLF BALL

NOW IN

CROWN PAINT

WHITE/MAGNOLIA

£1 CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

Win a 45 piece tool kit worth £299!
Raffle drawn on 19.12.16

G‘

‘ONLY £39.99 - RRP £59.99
e Multi-Maxx Multi-Function Tool
ONLY £49.99 - RRP £109.99
e 24 Piece 1/2” Sq. Drive Socket Set
ONLY £49.99 - RRP £149.99
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PARKING CHAOS CONTINUES

Western Park residents are fighting to reclaim
their driveways following the opening of the new
Christ The King Infants School on Glenfield
Road.

They say that since the school opened a year ago,
the traffic at that end of Western Park is chaotic. The
road is impassable twice a day, causing cars to back
out onto the main road or be left parked in the central
reservation and over residents drives. Both sides of
Glenfield Road are affected.

The Letchworth/Glenfield Rd

Traffic Action Group present-
ed the findings of a local traf-
fic survey to City Mayor Sir
Peter Soulsby. Their concern
focus on the massive in-
crease in cut through traffic as
a result of the school and the
rise in speed along Westfield
Road and Letchworth Road.
They felt it was “an accident
waiting to happen".

The City Mayor Peter Soulsby agreed that the situa-
tion was dangerous and committed to making the
whole area safer. The Highways team would look at
some “quick fixes” and report back to residents with
some traffic calming plans at a community meeting

The Traffic Action Group say: “Lots of data was

tree and stump removal | tree pruning | planting | hedge

maintenance | logs and wood chip | planning permission

Your local free surgeon

call for a free, no obligation quote.

BUDDING

professional tree care

QUALIFIED & INSURED 0116 366 9975 | 07906 360 529

enquiries@buddingtrees.co.uk

buddingtrees.co.uk

RELIABLE & FRIENDLY

presented at the September meeting at Dovelands
School which did not reflect the situation clearly.

“It was stated that the area is a ‘high priority’ for
traffic improvement measures. It would be fair to say
that the meeting was disappointing for the lack of
detail and consideration of the problems that exist
and are urgent”.

The Traffic Action Group remains positive and have
met with Martin Fletcher, Head of Highways, to push
for a satisfactory solution.

GREAT ESCAPE!

A pink balloon that was part of a West Leices-
ter firm’s birthday celebration has made a dra-
matic bid for freedom and es-

caped across the channel to
Germany.

Michael John Flooring on #38 .
Narborough Road lost this | MICHEL JOHN
particular prisoner  from |

Leicester racecourse on 7" of
August as they celebrated their
70th anniversary. They thought
they had seen the last of it as it
drifted off across the city.

A month later, they were amazed to receive an
email from Thomas in North Germany who stum-
bled upon the balloon at the Westerheversand
Lighthouse whist out walking with his family.

ROOFING »y PAUL TURNER

AND GENERAL BUILDING REPAIRS

Re-roofs
General Repairs
Welsh Slating
Lead Flashing
Re-ridging Over 30 years Experience

Tel: 0116 210 14 16
M: 07816 851 911

As Recommended by Knightsbridge Estate Agents

Foot Health Care § &

o
é DO YOUR FEET NEED SOME SPECIAL CARE’

Ingrowing Toe Nails, Thickened Nails, Fungal & Athletes Foot,
Verrucas, Nail Trimming, Corns, Calluses, Diabetes, Cracked

Heels, Toenail Reconstruction, Medi pedi

MICHELLE BRETT

DipCFHP MPSPract

For Home Visits Call 07983 401 247

Clinic Appointments: 0116 262 3279
At Hear 4U, 227-229 Hinckley Rd, Leic, LE3 OTG
email :michellefhp@gmail.com
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NOW OPEN!

Chlppy

TRADITIONAL FISH & CHIPS

OPEN: MON-THURS

T 11.30am-2.00pm

PIZZAS, BURGERS 4.00pm-10.30pm
& KEBABS FRI/SAT: 11.30am-10.30pm

FREE DELIVERIES ON ORDERS OVER £10!
7 (7Wi’rhin 2 miles)

119 Kirby Road Leicester LE3 6BE

E mrchippyleicester@yahoo.com T 0116 2339119




Digging Castle Hill Country Park
The last two weeks in September saw the com-
munity excavations of the Knights Hospitaller's
Preceptory at Beaumont Leys. The excavation
was run by the University of Leicester on behalf of
the Story of the Parks project and attracted ama-
teur archaeologists from across the city.

Gazette reader and amateur local historian Robin
Matthewman, from the Castle Hall Archaeology
Project, said 'Our excavations have uncovered well
preserved evidence of medieval buildings and
yards. Large quantities of pottery suggest occupa-
tions of the 13th century which fits with the Knights
Hospitallers. The finds have been fantastic com-
pared with what was originally expected'.

The site comprises a ditched and banked enclo-
sure containing the remains of a Preceptory, a
monastic complex formerly belonging to the
Knights Hospitaller, and buildings designed to
provide for the knight's domestic and religious
needs, including hospice accommodation for trav-
ellers and pilgrims. In later years, the site probably
functioned as a monastic grange or sheep farm;
the receipts from which funded the Knights Hospi-
taller’'s campaigns in the Holy Lands.

The site was in use from around 1240 until 1482
and later went on to become a deer park for the
Kings of England before being sold off. It eventual-
ly was used by Leicester Water Board Corporation
as a sewage works from 1891 and 1965. At 250

Want to Pay Less Tax or Starting Out in Business?
Need a Pro-active Accountant?

Struggling with your Tax Return?

LET US HELP

KIRT & CO

A '
A ACCOUNTANTS

ACCOUNTING TAX & BUSINESS ADVICE
Friendly and Professional Local Service

0116 285 2694

60 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 ORB
e: info@kirt-accountants.co.uk

www.kirt-accountants.co.uk

acres, It is probably the largest park in Leicester.

The excavation has found remnants of possibly
two buildings which have been dismantled in later
years when all the timber support beams where
removed. Both of these seem to be lesser build-
ings but there are loads of roofing slates - and the
nails to hold them on - dumped throughout the
excavation. The success of finding this has delight-
ed archaeologists as many thought it had all been
destroyed by the sewage works.

It is hoped that this community excavation can be
repeated next year so it further extends learning of
this historic park.

If you haven't been, the park can be found in
Beaumont Leys off Astill Lodge Rd and info about
it can be found on the City Council’'s website.

THE WRIGHT DECORATORS
Steve Wright

Local Decorator
30 years Experience
All Work Guaranteed

For all your interior and exterior decorating needs
Call 0116 2241 959 M:07810 810 291

e: thewrightdecorators@hotmail.co.uk
49 Lindfield Road Leicester LE3 6HL

Many conditions can
be relieved or benefit
from Osteopathic
Treatment -

F

etc

OPEN
Wed-Fri: 8.30am - 6.00pm
Sat: 10.00am - 5pm

Osteopathy is a Whole Body Treatnegnt

Sciatica

Arthritis
Whiplash
Headaches
Back Pains
Sports Injuries
Postural Strain

www.backs-etc.co.uk

2 Meadhurst Road, Leicester, LE3 6SQ

Ovens, Extractors,

O\@VCLEA N. Microwaves & BBQs
The original oven cleaning specialists Expertly Cleaned

.

~ g

Call Neville on 07948 622 379

www.ovenclean.com



Westival Plans Race Ahead
The Winter Westival 2016 organising team is
beavering away preparing festive treats for the
community around Braunstone Gate and be-
yond. The street festival will take place on Braun-
stone Gate, on the evening of Saturday 26th No-
vember inside venues, and on Sunday 27th No-
vember, 11 — 6pm on the street. The festive market
stalls are booking up with local crafts people and
more, the stage slots are almost full with local
bands and performers, bars and restaurants are
sparkling up their menus for the weekend, commu-
nity groups are planning crafty activities for the kids,
and the team has several other exciting treats up
their sleeves!

astival

Along with a fantastic group of local volunteers,
many organisations are giving much needed organi-
sational and financial support, and will be offering
things on the day; here’s just a taste: Tesco will be
giving out free mince pies (as well as their car park),
Natterjacks will be hosting the stage, Sports Pad will
be offering free goes on their simulators, local
churches will be carolling, and there's talk of a fes-
tive beer being brewed for r

the occasion! As well as |
this, there’'s behind-the-
scenes support from The
West End Brewery, Mal-
com Murphy Hair, Sus-
trans, Leicester City Coun-
cil and The People’s Health
Trust.

If you fancy helping out; |
having a stall, offering a
performance or sponsor-

ship, call Charlotte Jones

on 07833 057 595. E: Ileicesterwesti-
val@gmail.com or facebook.com/winterwestival

COlr-zZzacC

Roofing Services

15 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Repairs Guttering install & Repair
Re-slating
Re-tiling
Guttering
Lead Work

FREE Chimney Renovations

NO OBLIGATION Facias and Soffits
QUOTAT'ON Brick Re-pointing

: And Much More....
With up to
T: 0116 2223 883 m Years Guarantee

M: 07855 251 998
www.corzacroofingservices.co.uk
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Rising Stars Academy
Of Dance e Theatre

Does Your Child Love To Sing, Act & Dance?
COME AND JOIN THE MUSICAL THEATRE CLASSES!
Please Call Miss Emma

07843 987 877

FIRST CLASS FREE!
EVERY FRIDAY 4-4.45pm

Robert Hall Church Hall
Upperton Road, Leicester
e: r.starsacademy@gmail.com

Landscape Construction at
DOWN T0 EARTH PRICES

WIDE RANGE OF @

Fencing, Decklng Gates & Sheds

Sheds Refelted & Stained, Turfing, Block Paving,
Slabbmg Wallmg Rubbish Cleared...

FREE CALL OUT
Call 0116 222 0287
or 07914 732 563




Your Local Expert Gardener!
Garden Maintenance
Lawn Care & Hedge Cutting
Garden Design

Specialist Pruning
Fully qualified with over 10 Years of Stately
Home & Botanical Garden Experienc
e elizabeth@elizabethstonegardeng.'&)m
Look for es_gardens

L] bwikter

All Aspects of Plastering and Tiling
Domestic, Commercial & Insurance

FREE ESTIMATES

T: 0116 348 3354 M: 0771 353 1096

e: contact{@sd-plasteringandtiling.com

www.sd-plasteringandtiling.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Gardening, General Repairs, Electrics, Locks,
Plumbing, CRB Checked, 30 Years Experience

CALL MICK

07407 658 160

E: mdlhandymanservices@gmail.com

SAMHAIN

Halloween; that time of year when the clocks
turn back and the long dark nights are upon us.

Across the world, and here in West Leicester
(where we do it in style), many of us dress up as
ghosts and ghouls to go trick or treating with our
carved pumpkin lanterns, embracing all things
spooky and dark. However, this festival was a sig-
nificant time for our Celtic ancestors in Europe.

== v -

The Celts called this festival Samhain (Sow-in)
meaning Summer’s End and dates back at least
6000 years. This was the Celtic New Year. Without
conventional calendars, the falling leaves and first
biting frosts were temporal markers. They heralded
the end of summer’s abundance and the beginning
of lean times over the winter months.

At Sambhain, the harvest would be in and the ani-
mals herded into their winter shelters. With limited
food, weaker beasts were slaughtered and the meat
preserved to last until the return of spring. The war
to survive was fought upon the battle ground of
snow and ice. Death was ever present - the weak
and old may not live to see the spring.

The Celts believed that at Samhain the veil be-
tween the world of the living and the land of the
dead was thin enough to cross. Therefore they
could commune with their ancestral spirits to ask for
guidance and advice to help through the dark times.
By the Mediaeval period this tradition changed from
ancestor worship to demons roaming the streets
and dressing up as them was a method of defence.
This tied in with the tradition of mumming, where
people travelled door to door performing short plays
in return for food. This where the modern tradition of
Halloween and trick or treating has its roots.

In these days of central heating, the winter is not
the life and death struggle our ancestors endured.
But the cycles of life continue. For many, now is the
time to reflect on the achievements of the past year,
let go of what is no longer needed or viable, honour
our lost loved ones and embrace all that we have.
Happy Celtic New Year! Chez



ARTI JEWELLERS ...

Wishing All Qur Customers

R e A VERY HAPPY DIWALI

® Top Quality
e Expert Service
e Competitive Prices

® Gold Bought For Cash

e Silver Jewellery

eJewellery Repairs
® Ear & Nose Piercing
e 22ct Gold & White Gold

Tel: 0116 254 5091 O

www.artijewellers.com
65 NARBOROUGH RD, LEICESTER LE3 OLE

RUDKIN & i
HERBERT LTD B3
+ All plumbing work undertaken
« Full heating systems
= High efficiency condensing boilers
« Boiler replacement
+ System upgrades & flushing

« Landlord certificates
- Registered solar hot water installers

+ Under floor heating systems

» Bathrooms, wetrooms & showers

+ Registered solar PV system installers

= 7 year guarantee on all boiler installations

LEICESTER 0116 202 9775 IV EASH B

\_ HEAD OFFICE : 80 UPPERTON ROAD, LEICESTER, LE3 OHB 3

www.rudkinandherbert.co.uk
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We clean as little or
as much as you want.

e We will change beds!
(Nothing nicer than a fresh bed!)
e We can load/unload your dishwasher
e Our service includes skirting boards,
lights & light switches as standard

e Ironing service also available
For a free no obligation quote please contact

07780 00 90 90
01455 888 524 ¥
“call us today”

www.cleanedandgleaming.co.uk
‘ ﬁ\

211551

OFFICE

0116 254 8462

ALL domestic plumbmg & heatmg work undertaken.

PLUMBING

AND HEATING LIMITED

Boiler Replacements
System Upgrades
Boiler Maintenance & Breakdowns
Full Central Heating
Domestic Gas Installation & Repairs
Underfloor Heating

Bathroom Refits M o B I L E

All General Plumbing Work 0771 7477 532

57 Letchworth Road, Leicester, LE3 OFL
E-mail: westendplumbingandheating@hotmail.co.uk

Loft Conversions
Extensions & Refurbishments
Shop & Bar Fit Out

All aspects of carpentry and building work
undertaken from design to completion
including all relevant inspections & certificates
Contact

Matt Hackett
07581 430 638 or 0116 225 8344

3rd Generation Carpenter

FOLLOW
US ON

Ar seex oo DIY SOS The Bip Buid

Oct Police Update

As we enter autumn, we see our existing stu-
dent community returning to the area and
welcome our new ‘freshers' students. We
encourage you to visit Hinckley Road Police
Station for any crime prevention advice and ma-
terials. We will be involved in events across the
area to encourage crime prevention, safety ad-
vice and encourage respect of neighbours in
relation to anti-social behaviour resulting from
noise and drinking.

We continue to see an increase in thefts from
vehicles, which includes opportunists spotting
valuables such as satnavs, mobile phones and
cash left on display in vehicles. Please ensure
that when you leave your vehicle they are hidden
from sight.

We are also aware of
fuel being stolen from'
vehicles and urge resi-
dents to be vigilant and
take any measures to ‘
prevent perpetrators .
having easy access to
fuel tanks.

Burglaries are still oc-
curring and very often
these are as a result of
windows being left open
and insecure. Do not
leave your premises
open to criminals break- £
ing into your homes and
secure your windows. s
Excellent work by our own PC ate
Needham last week after she spotted a prolific
thief whilst out on patrol. Kate took details includ-
ing clothing before seeing a reported burglary in
the area the following day. She recognised the
described suspect to be the aforementioned
thief, which subsequently lead to a charge of
burglary.

A big thank you to all who came along to watch
the police suffer three successive losses at the
wheelchair rugby game against the Leicester
Tigers squad. Around £700 was raised and the
event was a huge success.

Finally, PS 315 Chris Brown, who is the
Westcotes Ward Dedicated Neighbourhood
Team Sergeant, is transferring to Euston Street
Police Station to the role of custody Sergeant.
We thank Chris for all his hard work on the area
and he will be missed.

PS1743 Darren Cramp will be taking over as
Westcotes Ward Sergeant and will be working
from Hinckley Road Police Station. For all infor-
mation on your local policing teams then visit our
force website. Sgt Mike Hooper




Tony Huxley'’s
Compost Corner

Autumn has sneaked up on us.
Misty mornings, longer nights and a chill in
the air mean Halloween is just around the cor-
ner. Soon there’ll be pumpkins to carve. Jack-o-
lanterns were an lIrish tradition, carved from a
potato or turnip. When hundreds of thousands of
Irish emigrated to America during the famine, they
discovered the native pumpkins were a much
better medium for ghoulish sculptures. Personally,
| find these bulbous orange fruits quite jolly. But if
you'’re after botanical frights where else might you
look?

For creepiness you can’t beat
Dracula vampira. The flowers of
this orchid look like spooky
faces! Some varieties resem-
ble fluffy monkey heads,
and are just as disturbing.
A true floral vamp is the

Batflower, Tacca chan-
trieri.  This amazing
black, be-whiskered

flower looks like it may well swoop down for a
midnight snack. It's a difficult houseplant to grow

but worth the effort.
“The Little Shop of Horrors” did much to boost
Venus fly-trap sales. Just as creepy is the Cobra
lily. It's easy to envisage these pitcher-pot plants
as hooded snakes about to strike, complete with
forked tongue. They tempt in insects which drown
in the plant’s digestive juices and are slowly con-
sumed.
For horrific beauty, Wolfsbane takes some beat-
ing. Hooded blue flowers coyly disguise a lethal
toxin that's present throughout the plant. It's an
ancient plant poison so toxic it became known as
The Queen of Poisons. It may also protect you
against Werewolves, if it doesn’t kill you first!
Plants not only know the look of fear but also the
smell. Like the Voodoo lily or the charmingly
named “Corpse Flower” Rafflesia arnoldii, a para-
sitic plant with the largest flowers in the world.
They choose flies as their pollinators, enticing
them in with the perfume of rotting flesh!
But on a misty Autumn evening, as the night
creeps in, nothing unnerves me more than the
ghostly silhouette of the pendulous conifer
Chamaecyparis nootakatensis. A dark and fore-
boding presence, like the “Dementers” so feared
by Harry Potter. Menacingly looming over you, it
could be about to slowly suck out your very soul!
Happy Halloween!

Tony Huxley
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YOUR LOCAL TREE SURGEON

¥ Are your trees too tall, blocking lig/t or wntidy?
A 2o your hedges, conifers or shrubs need trimming?
Mo Would you like to remove that stubborn stump?

With 30 years of wor(i;g
pleased to give you free advice and a free ?aotatfon

in your area, I would be

Callmenowon 01 16 250 5848

Constart! Y
Recommended!

www.charnwoodtrees.coms--
I ALSO SELL...

high quality
firewood logs




BRA' N TAZE''$

OUR NEW
FURNITURE STORE

NOW OPEN!

1 Across: A tipple to keep the cold out 1 Down:
Informed 2: Piercing 3: Striped insects
4: Narrow roads 5: Long server 6: Trembles

7: Assimilates food. © Paul Towers
| | 6 8 7
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20 3 9 8
i ; 6
52 |9

Our New Showroom Offers New,
Used, Antique and Retro Furniture 3 4
at Great Prices!

Open: Mon-Sat 9-5pm & Sun 10-4pm

01106 233 8828 - L

3 2 || T

01 1 I o o 2 s | oq Solutions at www.westernparkgazette.co.uk

email: mick@mickanddens.co.uk Got a local story or a great picture?
www.mickanddens.co.uk Are you holding an event?

www.mdfurnitureland.co.uk Are you doing something special?

Sutton Hill Farm, Coventry Road, Te” us a ” a bout it!

Sutton in Elms, Leicestershire, LE9 6QD .
: editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk
10% OFF WITH THIS A Or via Twitter & Facebook




THE CARPET Free Estimates & Free Measuring

V E R Quality Carpets Laminates & Vinyls
c LEICESTER N

25 Nevanthon Road, Leicester, LE3 6DR ;o7& Conditions appls.

Time limited & not in conjunction with any other offer

Barkers

STUDENT LISTS NOW AVAILABLE
FOR 2016 - 2017 ACADEMIC YEAR

CALL US NOW TO GET EXCLUSIVE EARLY BIRD ACCESS
SECURE YOUR PROPERTY IN SEPTEMBER FOR ACCESS T0 OUR

EXCLUSIVE STUDENT PARTY

IN NOVEMBER WHICH INCLUDES FREE FODDAND DRINKS AND IS ALWAYS A GREAT NIGHT

CALLUS TODAYON 0116 2758338

*TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY, PLEASE ENQUIRE VIA OUR OFFICE FOR FULL DETAILS




“WDDDG/\TE
A COMPUTERS

One call that's all!l Computer services you can depend on!

* APPLE MAC REPAIR
MA EC « LAPTOP REPAIR
»  PC REPAIR
« DATA RECOVERY
HELP « MOBILE PHONE REPAIR
e * GAME CONSOLE REPAIR
* NETWORKING
’1\ * HOME & BUSINESS SERVICES
4 Independent Repair Centre for
PHONE 0116 262 3999
:;ogzg;gs;gwumns FREEPHONE 0800 644 0686
: MOBILE 0791 337 2633

* CCTV
(ﬁ/) TOSHIBA| |[ADVENT "
LEICESTER LE3 5GG

Terraclean is the only de-carbonising service of its kind in the world

A Terraclean service will:- /\l/ \/*
—— TERRA CLEAN.

@ Restore fuel econom

@ Restore vehicle perf.o);mance . . \/\ ’A /

@ Save on costly repairs by prolonging component life

@ Give immediate drive-away difference

Did you know?

Only Terraclean will restore your ve '

. 1] N CER -
per!ormance and fuel economy by removing DAVE'S AUTO SERVICES
carbon deposits from your oxygen sensors Unit 4, Duns Lane, Leicester,

and other engine components. LE3 5LX Tel: 0116 253 8561
www. leicesterterraclean.co.uk

L)L 5
‘" www.leicesterterraclean.co.uk



