
 

Western Park   

The Gazette  
 

No.84 Oct 2016 www.westernparkgazette.co.uk   
News and Views for Western Park  ̧Westcotes  ̧The Fosse 

More on Page 4 



Just So You Knowé.. 
ǒ Content in this magazine may not reflect the  beliefs   
   or opinions of the publisher. 
ǒ The copyright of all text and advertisements designed   
   or authored by The Western Park Gazette and its   
   officers, remains with the publisher at all times. 
ǒ If youôre supplying under copyright artwork or articles,   
   Rapscallion Media assumes you have the right to do so.  
ǒ All advertising copy you supply must be accurate,   
   truthful and be ASA compliant. 
ǒ You need our permission to reproduce any part of this   
   magazine or associated website content. 
ǒ We are not responsible for transactions between   
   Gazette advertisers and their clients. 
ǒ We donôt accept liability for loss or damage as a result  
   of omissions or errors once content is submitted. 
ǒ We donôt print editorial endorsements of products or   
   services. Full terms and conditions are on line. 
ǒ All content is published in good faith. 

ǒ Copy Deadline November 4th 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Published by Rapscallion Media 
62 Ainsdale Rd 
Leicester LE3 0UA 
 
Printed by Flexpress Ltd 
6 Coal Cart Road, Interchange, 
Birstall, Leicester, LE4 3YB  

To Contact - Call 07939 115 724 
e:editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk 
 e:sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk 

Hello From The Editor  
Welcome to the October edition of the West-
ern Park Gazette. 

This month: Leicesterôs only pub theatre, luckily 
for us in the West End, is searching for new man-
agement to guide it onto even greater things. The 
traffic snarl up between Glenfield Road and 
Letchworth Road is angering residents as they try 
to improve the situation and The Braunstone 
Gate Winter festival plans race ahead.  
 Since Halloween is just around the corner we 
look at its history with Chez, our local Celtic ex-
pert, and we stay with the historical theme as 
Roger Blackmore walks the cityôs ancient track-
ways. We also have a report from the recent dig 
at Castle Park over in Beaumont Leys. 
 In the spirit of the season, Tony Huxley, gets into 
Halloween with a suggestion or two guaranteed 
to scare the neighbours half to death, Mike Hoop-
er from Hinckley Road Policing Unit has his up-
date and Helen Knott opens up her inner cave 
girl to discover the delights of a garden fire pit. 
 Finally, the Sudoku and crossword are ready to 
batter the matter on the inside back page. 
   Follow us on Twitter @mygazette & Facebook 
by searching for the Western Park Gazette. 
 If youôve got a local news story then email: 

 editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk  
Visit www.westernparkgazette.co.uk 



 

Events Diary 
Pub Quiz: Monthly last Tues. WE Brewery Braun-
stone Gate. 8-10pm. 
Peter Crebbinôs Cool Swing Band: 1st Sun Monthly.  
Caf® Chino at Hilton Hotel, Meridian. 1-3.30pm  
Thursday Club: 2-4pm. Robert Hall, 147 Narbô Rd. 
West End Pay As You Feel Caf®: Thurs 7-8.30pm. 
Tues, Fri & Sat 11-3pm. WE Centre. Andrewes St.  
Westfield Gallery: Mon-Sat. 81 Westfield Rd. Call 
0116 285 8548 to view. 
Half term Horror: 20th Oct. Guildhall. 11-3pm. 
Simply Gershwin: 22nd Oct. DeMont Hall. 7.30pm. 
Pumpkin Prize Giving/McMillan Coffee Morn: 22 
Oct. Groby Rd Allotments. 10-2pm.  
Patricia Cornwell In Conversation: 24th Oct. 
DeMont Hall 7.pm. Free. Contact venue. 
The Importance of Being Ernest: Until 29 Oct. 
Curve. curveonline.co.uk 
Julian Clary: 28th Oct. Curve. 8.00pm. Contact venue. 
Spooky Science: Until 30th Oct. Space Centre.  
Kidsô Halloween Trail: 29-31st Oct. New Walk Mus.  
Ghost Walk: 31st Oct. Newarke Houses Museum. 
5.30pm. www.visitleicester.info  
Catherine Tate: DeMont Hall. 4th Nov. 7.30pm. 
Abbey Park Firework Display: 5th Nov. 5.30pm. 
The Man Who Would Be King: 11-12 Nov. Upstairs 
At The Western. 7.30pm. 
Salt of The Earth Charity Sale: 12 Nov. 11 Cooden 
Av, LE3 0JS. 2-5pm. 
Email your event to: editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk 



 

Could You Run Upstairs? 
Volunteer-led venue Upstairs at the Western is 
looking for a new team to take over the run-
ning of Leicester's only pub theatre. 
 Developed and created in 2012, directors Verity 
Bartesch, Sally Jack and Gary Phillpott, together 
with a team of volunteers transformed an empty 
room above popular Steamin' Billy pub, The West-
ern, into a successful, professional venue.  With 
two seasons each year of theatre, comedy and 
spoken word in the heart of Leicester's West End, 
over 4,500 people have seen shows or taken part 
in workshops over the past eight seasons.  
 The directors of the com-
munity interest company 
are now looking for succes-
sors to continue to run and 
improve the theatre, and 
ensure that Upstairs at the 
Western remains a jewel in 
the Leicester West End 
community's crown. 
 Sally Jack said: ñWe feel 
we have gone as far as we 
can with the venue. Lives 
change and it is such a big 
commitment to maintain the 
standards we have set ourselves. Much as it feels 
like a big wrench at the moment, we hope to see 

the venue thrive and flourish with a new team, 
whoever they may be. This is a great opportunity 
to develop the space - whether that is continuing 
to programme theatre, comedy, spoken word and 
music which all work so well, or to focus on a new 
direction but this will be something for the new 
team to embrace and developò.   
 The highlights for Sally have 
been: ñ...seeing the comedy 
work-shoppers overcome 
their fears and create and 
perform stand up routines to a 
paying audience has been 
great. Welcoming performers 
like Dave Bartram, Geoffrey 
Holland and Cathy Tyson to 
the venue has been thrilling 
and brilliant fun. Overall 
though, my own satisfaction comes from sitting up 
at the back of the theatre, watching a show, the 
lights coming up once the performance has ended 
and hearing the audience talk about what they've 
just experienced. A shared experienceò.  
 With continued support from The Steaminô Billy 
Brewery, the departing directors hope that audi-
ences will continue to walk Upstairs To The West-
ern to be entertained and that the cityôs unique  
pub theatre will continue to firmly embed itself into 
the fabric of Leicester's West End.    Paul Towers 



 


