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8 YEARS ON:SINCE,DEADLY BLAST AND NO CHANGE More on Page 3

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating 01162025578

We work across Western
Park, Newfoundpool, OUR SERVICES
Tudor Raod, Buckminster
Road, Westcotes,
Braunstone and all
surrounding areas.

Boiler Breakdowns
Boiler Servicing
Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders
Toilets & Taps

Leaks & Bursts
Showers

Clearing Blockages
Gas Safe Certified
Pipework Replacement

» COMPETITIVE RATES «
v/ Fast Response
v’ All Work Guaranteed
v Flexible Appointment Times

» 12 Month « » 1-2 Hour «

Guarantee Discount Response

Speak to ti 1
! ime!
on labour! s today!
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LRising Stars Academy
of Dance & Theatre
COME AND JOIN THE FUN!

Classes For Ages 2+ in:

eBallet eGymnastics eTap eStreet eJazz eAdult Tap

LEARN A NEW SKILL IN A FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENT
ITDA EXAMS, SHOWS COMPETITIONS & SOCIALS

FIRST CLASS FREE!

TR Call Miss Emma: 07443 761300
@ e: r.starsacademy@gmail.com

Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday at
Herewoode Academy, Glenfield Road, LE3 6DN

DA LANDSCAPES

SLABBING ® GRAVELLING » FENCING e TURFING

® GARDENS CLEARED
e TREES/HEDGES CUT & REMOVED

OAP DISCOUNTS!
o116 233 0007

07909 724 435

PLUMBING & HEATING
CHEAP RATES « NO JOB TOO
SMALL e OAP DISCOUNT
o ALL WORK GUARANTEED

CALL MR DRIVER

01162 713334 / 0777 3514619
@he o FAST o FRIENDLY o RELIABLE

Registered

Plumber

g High Quality Paint

Commercial
Domestic
Heritage

Internal & External

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 01162 544 847
M: 07885 215 970

e:normski4115@me.com

Hello From The Editor

Hello and welcome to the fashionably late October
edition of the Western Park Gazette.

In February 2026, it will be 8 years since the explo-
sion on Hinckley Rd took the lives of 5 people and
injured several more. Since then the site has become
a target for arson and a dumping ground for rubbish.
We fried to find out what the future plans are for it, but
it looks like there aren't any...

On a much happier note, we rundown some of the
festive entertainment heading our way as Christmas
approaches and we're offering you the chance to win
4 tickets to the opening night of Dick Whittington at the
De Montfort Hall. Keeping in the Yuletide spirit our
gardening expert Carey Tunstall has some thoughts
on what to buy the gardener in your life for Christmas.
And there’s the latest policing update including a
couple of successful prosecutions and another canna-
bis farm gets shut down in the Fosse.

As always the crossword and sudoku are on the
inside back page with the answers on our website.

You'll find us on Facebook, X and now Bluesky.

X @mygazette & Facebook @ourgazette
If you've got a local news story or event email:
editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

BUY A NICE BIG ADVERT

e: sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk
www.westernparkgazette.co.uk

Just So You Know.....

e Content in this magazine may not reflect the beliefs
or opinions of the publisher.

e The copyright of all text, photos & advertisements
designed or authored by The Western Park Gazette
and its team, remains with Rapscallion Media.

e If you're supplying under copyright artwork or articles,
Rapscallion Media assumes you have the right to do so.

e All advertising copy you supply must be accurate,
truthful and be ASA compliant.

e You need our permission to reproduce any part of this
magazine or associated website/SM content.

e \We are not responsible for transactions between
Gazette advertisers and their clients.

e Don't suffer from insanity - enjoy every second of it.

e \We don’t accept liability for loss or damage as a result
of omissions or errors once content is cleared.

e \We don'’t print editorial endorsements of products or
services. Full terms and conditions are on line.

e All content is published in good faith.

Copy & Advertising Deadline - Sept 30th 2025

To Contact - Call 07939 115 724
e:editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk
e:sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk

Published by Rapscallion Media

62 Ainsdale Rd
Leicester LE3 OUA

Printed by Flexpress Ltd
6 Coal Cart Road, Interchange,
Birstall, Leicester, LE4 3YB
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Events Diary

Hall @ St Anne’s, Letchworth Rd: Knit & Natter:
1.30pm, 4th Tues. Weds Club: 2.30pm, 7st Weds.
Pram Club: Weds 9.715-11.30am. Women’s
Taekwondo: Thurs 8-9pm taekwondo4all.com Fri
Coffee: 10am.

Musical Memory Box: 7st & 3rd Tues 2pm. The
Grove, Braunstone.

Free Tea/Coffee @ St Paul's Worship Ctr / Community
Hub, Kirby Rd Weds, 2- 4pm. T-Top sale 2nd Sat.
Drop-in Talk: @ St Paul's Worship Ctr. Talk to local
police & support orgs. 1st Tue monthly 10-12 noon.
Wonderful Walks on Western Park: Monthly 3rd
Sunday. 9.30am start at Hinckley Rd gates.

@ Metal Monocle: Fallen North/The Rail Yard Dog/
Burning Circus: 7 Nov. The Davidson Trio: 8 Nov.

@ The International: The Della Grants: 7 Nov. Lau-
rence Jones: 2 Nov. John Blaylock: 5 Nov.

@ De Mont Hall: River Dance 30 7-4 Nov. Cirque -
The Greatest Show: 8 Nov. The Stylistics 70 Nov.

@ Curve: Curve Tours: 7 Nov-10 Jan. Sound of Music
22 Nov-2 Jan. Aliens Love Panta Clause: 2 Dec-4 Jan.
@ Y Theatre: Wonders Of Our Universe: 7 Noy,
Indians Are Coming: 2 Nov, 14/48 Fest: 7/8 Nov.
@ Little Theatre: Holes: 5-8 Nov. Things | Know To
Be True: 10-15 Nov. Hairspray: 18-22 Nov.

Bonfire Night: Abbey Park 71st Nov, from 6.30pm
@ 02 Academy: Comedy Store: 7 Nov. The Jerry
Cinn-a-Man Exp (Trib) + Support: 8 Nov.

Anime Con: DeMont Uni Campus Centre. 8 Nov.

Westcotes Library

Opening hours
Monday 10am-7pm
Tuesday 10am-7pm
Wednesday 10am-7pm
Thursday 10am-5pm
Friday 10am-5pm
Saturday 10am-4pm
Sunday 12pm-4pm

® Warm and friendly place

to relax, meet and study
® Free wifi and computers
® Scanners and printers

38-40 Narborough Road, LE3 0BQ

® Homework Club on Mondays,

0116 299 5510

HOIL

MEIELDS

Kitchens
Bedrooms
Studies & More

Your local family run
business since 1995

Visit our showroom
17 Carlisle Street
Leicester LE3 6AH

0116 255 6669

www.holmfields.co.uk

® Toddler Time on Wednesdays,

10am-12pm

3.30pm-6.00pm

<

o

Leicester

leicester.gov.uk/libraries City Council



http://www.leicester.gov.uk/libraries
http://www.holmfields.co.uk/

So What Now?

At 7.00pm on February 25th 2018 an explosion
ripped through a supermarket and flat on Hinck-
ley Road, killing five people and leaving several
others badly injured. Three men were later jailed
for life for murder and for blowing up the shop and
nearby businesses as part of a £300,000 insurance
scam.

The buildings and rubble were quickly cleared away
and the damaged area fenced off. It was then listed
for auction as “an ideal development site” with a
view to build shops and flats, but since then - noth-
ing.

In the eight years since that tragedy, the site as

become a target for fly-tipping, vandalism and even i

arson much to the irritation of neighbours. One resi-
dent, Tracey said: “It's a pit! Disgusting how it has
been left and nobody has done nothing about it. It
needs sorting... Spoken to many that say the same
thing. Hinckley Road around there used to be lovely
- now a dump!” Another, Louise, said: “Disgusting
how it's been left. Shame on the landowners.”
Leicester City Council officers say they have identi-
fied two of the three land owners, but a new one
hasn’t been logged with the Land Registry as of yet.
The owners admit they don’t have any plans to de-
velop the site but one was instructed to make it se-
cure and begin the removal of fly tipped rubbish.

From our observations, photos and video, that work
has not happened to any great extent.

Fosse ClIr. Sue Waddington said: “| am aware of
the problems at this site and am very concerned that
it continues to be neglected and is used for fly tip-
ping. An absolute eyesore that residents have rightly
complained about.

“I have raised the problem several times with the
City Council environmental health officers and the
City Warden. It is particularly troubling as this site
was one where a real tragedy occurred which lives
on in people's memories, and therefore it should be
respectfully cared for and not neglected as it has
been now for several years.” RP

WYGGESTONS AND TRINITY ALMSHOUSES
APARTMENTS FOR COMFORTABLE INDEPENDENT LIVING

Wyggestons & Trinity AlImshouses are two purpose built sites providing a range of
self-contained apartments for the over 60’s
Wyggestons is located on Hinckley Road, just a mile from the city centre
Trinity is located on Western Boulevard close to the city centre

v" One And Two Bedroom Apartments
v' Perfect for individuals and couples
v Affordable rents
v" High quality, purpose-built accommodation
v Beautiful landscaped gardens
v' Wide range of facilities, including library, community lounge, laundry & hairdressers
v" Varied activities programme
v" Chapel on both sites
v Lift to all floors

At Wyggeston’s & Trinity Alimshouses, our properties are designed to give residents independence in an inclusive
community, with the reassurance of an emergency alarm service
For more information about life at Wyggeston’s and Trinity eligibility criteria, please contact us using the details below:

WYGGESTONS: T: 0116 255 9174 Email: enquiries@wyggestons.org.uk Our website: www.wyggestons.org.uk

TRINITY:

0116 255 4829 Email: office@trinityleicester.org Our Website: www.trinityleicester.org



http://www.wyggestons.org.uk/

WINTER EVENTS

The nights draw in, the temperature drops and
the end of year celebrations begin. There’s a lot to
look forward to over the next two months so here’s
our guide to planning ahead!

After another colourful and successfully noisy Diwali
followed by all that Halloween fun across the city,
Abbey Park hosts Leicester's biggest bonfire night
celebration, with this year’s event having a distinctly
spooky flavour.

On Saturday 1st Nov visitors can look forward to two
spectacular firework displays, with the first, quieter
display at 6.45pm, and the second launching into the
sky at 8pm. As this year's event follows hot on the
heels of Halloween, you can expect a ‘spooks and
sparks’ theme, with fire and flame acts, ghostly walk-
abouts, creepy creatures and Halloween characters
featuring as well as spectacular fireworks.

The VAL Firework Festival at Leicester Race-
course, also on 1st Nov, opens its gates from 4pm
and includes kids activities, funfair and Aston Merry-
gold on stage.

A 14 Metre Norwegian spruce arrives in the city
centre early in Nov, ready to be decorated ahead of
the Christmas lights switch-on (19" Nov) and
celebrations around the Clock Tower on Gallowtree
and Humberstone Gates.

The Wheel of Light and ice-skating rink on Jubi-

lee Square will also arrive in early Dec helping us to
slide gently into Christmas.

The Yuletide market runs, on Gallowtree Gate from
13th November to the 28th of Dec, offering seasonal
handmade artisanal gifts and more, all running along
side the fun fair on Humberstone Gate.

De Montfort Hall host their

annual panto; this time it's

Dick Whittington with a star

cast aiming to put the pun in

pun-tomime from 12" Dec to -

3 of Jan. Dick Whittington

and his cat are also appear-

ing at the Little Theatre from

Dec 12" until 4" of January,

and from the 22" Nov to 4"

Jan Cinderella drops her

glass slipper at Prince =

Charming'’s feet at Loughbor-

ough Town Hall.

If panto isn’'t your style Curve Theatre’s family show
is The Sound of Music from 22nd Nov to 17th of
Jan and the children's Christmas show, Aliens
Love Panta Clause, runs from 2nd Dec to 4th Jan.
Leicester’s Guildhall’s Christmas activities run
through December, covering everything from festive
tales guaranteed to scare you to death or enchant
you, as well as Christmas movies and themed activi-
ties for all the family. More at visitleicester.info

Fosse Neighbourhood Centre and Library

Library hours

Monday 9am-6pm
Tuesday 10am-5pm
Wednesday 10am-6pm
Thursday 10am-5pm
Friday 10am-4pm
Saturday 10am-4pm
Sunday Closed

® Warm and friendly place to ® Free wifi and computers

relax, meet and study ® Scanners and printers
® Hire a room from as little as ® Toddler Time on Mondays,

£4.50 per hour 10am-12pm COO
® Join and borrow books for free CJOQ
Mantle Road, LE3 5HG 0116 225 4995 leicester.gov.uk/libraries %ﬁ;cgffiﬁ
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It’s nearly that time of year again!... Oh yes it
is as Leicester's big panto returns for 2025
This year Dick Whittington starts his travels to
London from the De Montfort Hall on the 12th of
December, and you can be the first to see it!

Join in the chaotic fun with BBC Radio 2’s Richie
Anderson in his panto debut, actor/singer and TV
personality Suzanne Shaw from 2000’s chart-
toppers Hear'Say. Both are starring alongside
CBeebies Rebecca Keatley, comedian Jarred
Christmas, Jack Ballard’'s dazzling Dame and
award-winning beatboxer Hobbit as Boots the Cat
with all the boos and hisses provided by West End
star Djalenga Scott as Queen Rat.

With hilarious jokes, catchy songs, and seasonal
panto joy for all the family, this festive treat won't
disappoint!

Dick Whittington at the De Montfort Hall runs from
12th Dec to 3rd Jan. Tickets and more show de-
tails from: demontforthall.co.uk

Win Tickels To Rick W

Here’s your chance to go to opening night and
be among the first people to see Leicester’s
biggest panto for 2025 at De Montfort Hall!

To win 4 tickets for the first night 7pm perfor-
mance on Friday 12th of December, just answer
the question below:

Who or what calls Dick Whittington back to
London to become Lord Mayor?

1: He was tired and hungry

2: A telegram from King Henry 5th

3: Dick chases his cat back to the city
4: The Bells of Bow Church

Email your answer & include your phone
number before November 30th 2025 to:
editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

Terms: 1 entry per household via email only,
lickets not transferable & are valid only for this
performance. One winner with the correct answer
will be chosen at random to receive 4 tickets to
the opening night of Dick Whittington at the De
Montfort Hall on Friday December 12th at 7pm.
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UK Government’s Home Energy Efficiency Scheme — ECO4

IN THE LEICESTER C(ITY & COUNTY AREAS NOW

NEW FREE BOILER SCHEME

A new Government scheme is available to households with an old “Non-
Condensing” boiler. The manufacture of these Non-Condensing boilers was
stopped in 2005 as they are very inefficient and will be costing you £100s a
year in wasted energy, also parts for Non-condensing boilers are becoming
increasingly unavailable.

If your boiler is over 15 years old, there is a good chance it will be Non-Condensing
Under the new ECO4 Government scheme
we can also offer Cavity wall & Loft
insulation totally FREE.

3 Different ways to qualify (Any one) ...

1. Anyone in the household taking regular medication. or
2. Anyone in the household in receipt of Benefits. or

3. The total household GROSS income is below £31,000.

More people than ever qualify.

HeatGrantsUK -The UK’s leading heat grant specialists

Text “ECO4CC” to 07498612356 / Call: 02476 505486
Apply online: www.ukheatgrants.co.uk

With ever rising fuel costs, replacing your old boiler would reduce your bills greatly.
FREE grants are available (subject to FREE survey) as more people than ever qualify.

WE WILL NEVER CHARGE YOU. THIS IS ADMINISTERED AND
PAID FOR BY ENERGY COMPANIES VIA THE GREEN LEVY



http://www.ukheatgrants.co.uk/

ROOFING sy PAUL TURNER

AND GENERAL BUILDING REPAIRS

GUIDING FUNDRAISERS

At The Church of the Martyrs on Westcotes Drive
we are proud to have had Girlguiding groups
running in our area for over 70 years.

We have girls aged 4 to 18 in Rainbows, Brownies,
Guides and Rangers who enjoy an array of activities,
games and challenges each week - enjoying fun,
fnendshlp, working together& gaining life skills.

Re-roofs
General Repairs
Welsh Slating
Lead Flashing ’ _
Re-ridging £\

40 years Experience

Tel: 0116 210 14 16
M: 07816 851 911

As Recommended by Knightsbridge Estate Agents

BD ELECTR[CAL Novmber is ur key fundraising month and you are

DOMESTIC ¢« COMMERCIAL e INDUSTRIAL warmly invited to attend the two events being held in
All Aspects of Electrical Work Undertaken our community hall. The first is our Christmas Shop-
o — . ping Evening on Wednesday November 12th 7.30
- 9.15pm; browse the stalls of a variety of local craft-
ers and pick up some early Christmas gifts. Entry is
£4 including wine/juice and nibbles. From 2.30pm on
Saturday November 29th join us for our annual
Christmas Fair. Tombola, cakes, toys, books and

ForARéliable & Friendly Service Call jigsaws, bric a brac, gifts, games, festive refresh-
y ments and, of course, the chance to visit Santa too!

07912 042 749 - 0116 225 2033 These fun’draising aétivities enable us to keep our

www.bdelectricalltd.co.uk @ weekly meetings affordable for all. JS

Velowerkz

For new, enthusiast, expert and professional bike riders

Professlonal Dog Walldng Service
in North West Lzu;estcr

Personal, professional, mobile. Any type of bike,

any level of riding!
Socially distanced collection and return.

To Book In Your Bike Call 07736 668 266
Or Visit Velowerkz.com for more details

e O o Y BTt ‘ ; Safety Check From £40
n rsindepenaentaogwe 19 {

Why not GIFT a Safety SERVICE ?

h ‘ : Aé | facebook.com/velowerkz | velowerkz@gmail.com |
ir. SV PR S APRRANAL SN LN L [ RN

sy e



https://velowerkz.business.site/
https://bdelectricalltd.co.uk/

S SHEPHERDS BATHROOMS
73 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 OTD

Superb Bathroom Supplies and Installation
Huge Range to Fit Any Budget
Extensive Showroom
Established in 1925

0116 255 4351

Open Monday-Saturday

www.shepherdsbathrooms.co.uk e: shepherdsbathrooms@gmail.com



https://www.shepherdsbathrooms.co.uk/

EAREY’S LOMPOST _ ¢

CORNER W

With Christmas just around the corner, you
might be wondering what to buy for your
green-fingered friends or family? Sometimes
gifts are received with pleasure and surprise only
to be shoved in a cupboard or shed never to see
daylight again. This may be due to them being
unsuitable, impractical or from Temu. So, I've put
a list together of our most invaluable tools, that
can always be used by any level of gardener.

Our most used tool must be
our trusty secateurs, which can |
come in many price brackets.
As our most used tool, we like
to go for quality secateurs that
can be used year after year,
with simple maintenance. We |
use the Japanese brand, Ni-
waki Higurashi GR. They are
very strong and easy to clean
and sharpen. Experts at Gar-
deners World agree, stating
that they "feel strong and ro-
bust with an excellent cutting
performance" Our other favourite brand is Felco.

The beauty of these is they can always be sent off
or sharpening or servicing, and you can easily
buy new blades.

Another invaluable tool is the Wolf Garten Grub-
ber. It can be used for weeding and turning over
soil. As part of the multi-change system, it can be
used as a hand-held tool or attached to a long
handle, enabling you to reach the back of borders
easily. Many other tools can be attached to either
of the handles making a tool change quick and
simple. Homes and Gardens recently agreed,
especially if "you lack storage space"!

Another shout out for Niwaki is the hori hori knife.
It can be used for so many jobs around the garden
from weeding, planting, pruning and digging. Gar-
dens illustrated expert, Veronica Peerless, says
she "became a hori hori convert within a few
hours of getting it home."

And finally, our trusty border spade. The Ames
carbon steel border spade is light, strong and
ergonomically designed. It allows us to dig holes,
split perennials and plant all without putting too
much strain on our backs. Gardeners World gave
it 4.5 out of 5 and says "the blade slices easily
through the soil"

With products starting from £10 we're sure you
can find something within your gift buying budget
that will be used for many years to come.

Happy gardening! Carey Tunstall

R

YOUR LOCAL TREE SURGEON

¥ e your trees too tall, é/oc.(ﬁ"g light or wsntidy?
A 2o your hedges, conifers or shrubs need trimming?
Mo Would you like to remove that stubborn stump?

With 30 years of working in your areay I would be
pleased to 3:'\/3 you free advice and a free faoiafion

Callmenowon 0116 250 5848

www.charnwoodtrees.com

Constantly

| ALSO SELL...
high quality
firewood logs

4



https://www.charnwoodtrees.com/

0116 299 9150

. PLUMBING AND HEATING
www.rudkinandherbert.co.uk Renewables EST. 1992

Leicester’s #1 Domestic &
Commercial Boiler Services

ZAWORCESTER

* Trustpilot Bosch Group

UPTO 12 YEAR GUARANTEE

£10 OFF
BOILER
SERVICE WITH 4 UPTO 36 MONTHS INTEREST FREE*

THIS AD

WORCESTER ACCREDITED PARTNER

FREE
BASIN TAP
WORTH
UP TO £75

————————

Tai‘lored & éespoke Bathrooms

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM. FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES

80 Upperton Rd, Leicester LE3 OHB



http://www.rudkinandherbert.co.uk/

WIW

Contact Rosie to arrange your free initial consultation

O116 380 0752

www.westcoteswills.co.uk rosie@westcoteswills.co.uk

WESTERNPARK

JOINERY AND BUILDING SERVICES

LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

LOFT CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS, ROOFS,
KITCHENS, DOORS & FULL HOUSE RENOVATIONS

Speedy Builds & Minimal Disruption
PHILIP INCHLEY: 07920 763 697

RICKY INCHLEY: 07880 886 038
E: wp.joinery@yahoo.com

ALLSIDES

GUTTERING REPAIRS
REPAIR = CLEAN = REPLACE
SLIPPED TILES/SLATES
CALL STEVEN:

0116 2161 777/ 07970 032814
e: fcf2211@gmail.com
SEE OUR 5'*GOOGLE REVIEWS
www.allsidesguttering.co.uk

@)

GREEN HAVEN

GARDENING SERVICES

Regular Lawn Mowing, Garden Maintenance,
Commercial Work, Bespoke Steelwork,
Power Washing, Soft Landscaping...

/{ R f GREEN_HAVEN_GARDENING_SERVICES
A 7 B

‘3 \ ‘ [ L3N Y d
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October Police Update
A drug dealer from Beaumont Leys has been
jailed for possession of class A drugs with
intent to supply, obstruction, possession of
counterfeit money and assaults on an emer-
gency workers.
24-year-old Kacper Ogrodnik, was suspected of
being involved in the supply of crack cocaine
and heroin by officers working in West Leicester
and City CID teams.

On the 25 June, his car was seen in New Parks
and was followed by officers to Dannett Street,
off Tudor Road. When Ogrodnik got out, he was
arrested on suspicion of being concerned in the
supply of drugs. While waiting to be transported
to custody, he became obstructive, and officers
noticed that he had swallowed a SIM card.

A further search found he had concealed 33
wraps of crack cocaine and seven wraps of di-
amorphine on his body which had a total value
of around £400. While in custody, he also as-
saulted two officers, punching one and kicking
out at another.

At his trial on the 14th of October, Ogrodnik
pleaded guilty and was sentenced to 6 'z years.
A domestic violence victim who was nearly
killed by her abuser has been praised by
police for her bravery.

At 1am on 27 January 2024, Olegs Arklins’ vic-
tim rang police saying he was intoxicated at her
address and threatening her. While on the
phone to the call handler, Arklins stabbed her.
Officers rushed to the address in Norfolk Street,
Westcotes, where they found 45-year-old
Arklins, sitting on a pavement outside. He was
immediately arrested, and other officers went
into the property where they took care of the
victim until medical assistance arrived.

The victim, underwent life-saving surgery and
has since made a full recovery.

On the 3" October Arklins, was sentenced to 27
years for attempted murder.

Detective Constable Vik Patel said the victim
had great strength and bravery “... in providing
an account that led to Arklins being convicted
and now locked up for a very long time.”

On 17" of October, following several weeks
of intelligence gathering, officers executed a
warrant to enter an address on Warwick
Street and found a cannabis grow.

As usual the electrics were creatively and dan-
gerously bypassed but luckily nothing was able
to ignite. The plug sockets were heavily over-
loaded and dangling from the ceiling only in-
creasing the risk of a fire even further. Sadly,
this is all too common in cannabis factories.

An Emergency Prohibition Order has now been
placed on this address, preventing this property
from being used in crime again.

-----------------------------------------------------------------
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Are Your Eyes Road Ready?

with the government reviewing driver
eyesight standards, particularly for older
matorists, is your vision still keeping you safe
on the road?

For many of us, driving is more than a way of
getting from A to B — it's independence,
freedom, and connection to the people and
places we value most. Yet we often take for
granted our eyesight which makes safe
driving possible. Problems usually creep in
gradually, and many drivers don't realise how
much their vision has changed. They are often
surprised at the difference up-to-date
glasses or specialist driving lenses can make,

The current UK requirement is simple: drivers
must be able to read a car number plate from
20 metres away. While this sets a minimum
for distance vision, it ignores crucial aspects
such as night vision, glare sensitivity, depth
perception, and peripheral awareness. Even
more concerning, once you've passed this
check, there are no further compulsory
assessments until the age of 70, and then
drivers simply self-declare that their eyesight
is good enough.

Ageing brings natural changes that can make
driving more difficult. From the 40s onwards,
near vision deteriorates, making it harder to
refocus quickly from dashboard to distance.

BELLAMY EYECARE

TYL VIS ON SINCE

Your Eyes Deserve Better

Glare from headlights becomes more
intrusive, and contrast sensitivity declines.
Combined with the higher risk of cataracts
and other eye conditions, these changes
make spotting hazards harder and raaction
times slower. | do occasionally come across
some drivers who are well below the legal
standard.

Government discussions have raised the
possibility of introducing compulsory
eyesight checks for drivers, but no new rules
are yet in place, | recommend a
comprehensive eye examination every two
years, or more often if you're over 70. |
believe this is what the great majority of

people do already.

Good eyesight for driving isn't just about
meeting a standard — it's about looking
after yourself and those around you.
Keeping your vision clear and comfortable
makes every journey safer and less stressful,
protects your independence and the
wellbeing of everyone who shares the road.

A sponsored article by Bellamy Eyecare

Not all eye exams are created equal. At Bellamy Eyecare,

we take the time to do things properly.

45-rminute aye exams = no rush, No shortcuts

Honest, expert advice from the same optometrist every time

Stylish frames, handpicked to suit you

See the difference for yourself.

L CALL LEICESTER

L CALL IRTHLUINGBOROUGH
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* MOWING » LAWN EDGING e PLANTING
* PRUNING » WEEDING o LEAF CLEARANCE

FREE QUOTES & COMPETITIVE RATES
Local, Reliable, Experienced & Friendly Gardeners

079EE 209 91

email: tunstalltraditionalgardening@gmail.com

ACCOUNTING SERVICES e TAX SPECIALIST
4 CLOUD ACCOUNTING

eFinance

Chartered Accountants and
Business Advisors

T: 01162 852 694

60 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 ORB 'i\ (CAEW
e: nadir@efinance-corp.co.uk 4 TR

West Leicester
Conny Club

Always Open To New Members
Safe, Dog Friendly Environment

REGULAR EVENTS & MEALS
CLASSIC REAL ALES
Darts, Pool & Snooker

Function Room & Free Wi-Fi
(Room FREE to Members or for Public Hire)

\od
f.,fj',_‘ @
—— - o ‘Q_g

>
Ask For A Tour - Ring After 7pm &
PICK UP A MEMBERSHIP PACK

55 Westcotes Drive Leicester LE3 0QU

0116 215 5994

www.wlccl.com

1 Across: Popular Leicester park 1 Down: Serving
at Downton 2D: Germanic Switzerland 3D: Evasive/
slippery person 4D: Tell a tale 5A: A breather 6A:
Inertia 7D: Great blue bird. 8A Publication related
to 1 Across © Paul Towers 2025

Answers at w:westernparkgazette.co.uk

Local Story or Event?
E: editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

To Advertise

E: Sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk
FB @mygazette X @ourgazette


http://www.ef-c.co.uk/
mailto:tunstalltraditionalgardening@gmail.com
http://www.wlcc1.com/

OVER 500 DRIVERS PROUDLY OPERATING IN YOUR LOCAL AREA
LOUGHBOROUGH

01509 260 000

fl' he Western Park Gazette\
-
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From the Heart of our Communities

10,000 Copies Every Month Since 2010
To Become an Advertiser Email:
\ sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk /
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WOODGATE
\ A COMPUTERS

One call that's all! Computer services you can depend on!

(ﬁlﬂ] TOSHIBA| [ADVENT .' aCEr | | I | |[SONY

e Apple & Windows Machine Repair ¢ Data Recovery e Mobile Phone & Game Console Repair
e CCTV e Networking ® Home & Business Services

WOODGATE COMPUTERS PHONE 01 1 6 262 3999
FREEPHONE 0800 644 0686 Established
/S WOOROAIE MOBILE 0791 337 2633

LEICESTER LE3 5GG

Terraclean is the only de-carbonising service of its kind in the world

A Terraclean service will:- /\'/ \/Q
—— TERRA CLEAN,

@ Restore fuel econom

@ Restore vehicle perfoyrmance \AJ\/ AR,

@ Save on costly repairs by prolonging component life

@ Give immediate drive-away difference

Did you know?

Only Terraclean will restore your vef

¢ '] . . S
performance and fuel economy by removing DAVE'S AUTO SERVICES
carbon deposits from your oxygen sensors Unit 4, Duns Lane, Leicester,
and other engine components. LE3 5LX Tel: 0116 253 8561

www. leicesterterraclean.co.uk
Oroa< :
—y Www.leicesterterraclean.co.uk



http://www.woodgatecomputers.com/
https://www.davesautos.co.uk/

