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Painting and Decorating

/‘”VW/V Est. 1982

BOOK NOW For 2021 Exterior Painting
Including Stucco, Rendering, Brickwork etc..

EARLY BOOKING ESSENTIAL

Tel: 0116 2854 160 Mob: 0776 822 0793

Email:awndecor@yahoo.co.uk
www.a-w-notman-painting-and-decorating.co.uk

The Friendly Titile Car Co.
pre-owned car specialists

1 spedialise in quality pre-owned cars

Cars are my passion & I would love for
you to experience this with your next
car.

All my cars are hand picked & suit my
strict standards for quality & condition

All cars are HP clear & fully valeted

/
f Jdamle
www.thefriendlylitflecarcompany.com

0116 224 4256 & 07599 934 905

PLUMBING & HEATING
CHEAP RATES « NO JOB TOO
SMALL e OAP DISCOUNT
e ALL WORK GUARANTEED

CALL MR DRIVER

01162 713334 / 0777 3514619
@he o FAST o FRIENDLY o RELIABLE

Registered
Plumber

DA LANDSCAPES

SLABBING » GRAVELLING » FENCING » TURFING

* GARDENS CLEARED
» TREES/HEDGES CUT & REMOVED

OAP DISCOUNTS!
0116 233 0007

07909 724 435

Hello From The Editor

Welcome to the April edition of the Gazette. The
noose loosens and life edges towards normality, or a
new normal at least. On the 12th April there was a
stampede towards the shops, hair dressers, salons
and pubs. People were queuing to get into some city
centre venues, whilst others were wandering around
in a confused daze, dumbly pointing at reopened
shops, wondering if it was safe for them to go in. It
probably, maybe is. Go on, try it... It's weird.

So, what have we got for you this month? The lime
trees in Western Park seem to have a nasty and
lethal disease, we find out how a small craft business
managed to survive and eventually thrive through the
lockdown, Tony Shelley looks at the life of the 19th
century local hosiery worker and poet, Wiliam
Jones, Helen Knott says increased traffic on West-
ern Park could become a nightmare and gardener,
Carey Tunstall, discovers the delights of sunflowers.
There’s the latest updates from the local police and
Project Hive. And if you're feeling particularly clever
we have the ongoing torture that are the Braintazers.

Twitter @mygazette & Facebook @ourgazette
If you've got a local news story or event email:
editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

BUY A NICE BIG ADVERT

e: sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk
www.westernparkgazette.co.uk

Just So You Know.....

e Content in this magazine may not reflect the beliefs
or opinions of the publisher.

e The copyright of all text and advertisements designed
or authored by The Western Park Gazette and its
officers, remains with the publisher at all times.

e If you're supplying under copyright artwork or articles,
Rapscallion Media assumes you have the right to do so.

e All advertising copy you supply must be accurate,
truthful and be ASA compliant.

e You need our permission to reproduce any part of this
magazine or associated website content.

e \We are not responsible for transactions between
Gazette advertisers and their clients.

e \We don’t accept liability for loss or damage as a result
of omissions or errors once content is submitted.

e \We don'’t print editorial endorsements of products or
services. Full terms and conditions are on line.

e All content is published in good faith.

Copy & Advertising Deadline - April 29th 2021

To Contact - Call 07939 115 724
e:editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

e:sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk
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Leicester LE3 OUA w
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COVID RESTRICTIONS

SCAN THIS CODE FOR DETAILS

e Stay 2m apart from anyone you do not live
with and keep contact with others to the minimum.

e Work from home if you still can.

e Wash or sanitise your hands regularly.

e Wear a face covering when required especially in
crowded areas and public transport.

e Book a test & self-isolate if you get symptoms.

o If you test positive, stay at home for at least 10 days
and until you feel better. Everyone you live with should
also stay at home for 10 days, even if they don't have
symptoms.

o Take regular rapid covid tests even if you do not have
symptoms.

e Have the vaccine as soon as you are eligible.

TESTING SITES: Jubilee Sq, Birstall Park & Ride, Ev-
ington Leisure Centre, Spinney Hill Park, Victoria Park,
Highfields Centre, Shree Praja-pati Community Centre,
Overton Road Ball Court, Belgrave N/hood Centre &
Fosse N'Hood Centre.

Tests can be booked by calling 119

Go to leicester.gov.uk/coronavirus
THE RULE OF 6: Don’t meet indoors with anybody you
don’t live with, unless they are part of your support bub-
ble, but you can meet friends and family outdoors as
long as you follow the Rule of 6. You can meet outside in
a group of any size from up to two households and each
household can include an existing support bubble. You
can meet up in private outdoor spaces, like gardens, and
other open outdoor public places and venues.
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KEYWEST

Contact: 01162 544555

HOLM

FIE DS

oms Studies
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AN
Bedrooms
Your Local Family Run Business

Fitted Kitchens, Bedrooms & Studies = Design & Planning
Installation Services Including Building Work

ome Offices

Holmfields Showroom 17 Carlisle Street Leicester LE3 6AH
T: 0116 255 6669 E: support@holmfields.co.uk

www.holmfields.co.uk

ALLSIDES

GUTTERING REPAIRS
REPAIR =« CLEAN = REPLACE
SLIPPED TILES/SLATES
CALL STEVEN:

0116 2161 777 / 07970 032814
e: fcf2211@gmail.com
SEE OUR 5" "GOOGLE REVIEWS
www.allsidesguttering.co.uk

CONSTRUCTION & CARPENTRY
LOFT CONVERSIONS - UNLEASH YOUR ATTIC

From design to compl Nt inspections & certif
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VELUX COMWERSION

Call Matt Hackett B

07581 430 638 or 0116 225 8344
www.mphconstructioncarpentry.co.uk




TOTALLY CANKERED

Western Park’s lime trees, along the prome-
nade, are under threat according to gardening
expert Tony Huxley.
Following on from local residents reports of a
black substance on the bark of some of the 125
year old lime trees, the Gazette asked Tony to
take a look, and what he dlscovered is not encour-
aging. i =l
He said: “It looks serious :.’,- 4
and could be affecting &%
half a dozen limes. | reck-
on the culprit is a type of
bleeding canker. It's a
fungal like pathogen - now
considered to be a kind of
algae. It could the same or
similar species that infects -
Horse Chestnuts, which |
see a lot of.”
In  Britain, both Phy-
tophthora cactorum and P. plurlvora have been
found to cause bleeding cankers on the trunks of
lime trees, as well as Oak.
“The lack of decent frosts in the much milder
winters and springs can increase infection. Wetter
weather can spread the disease and rain splashes
can send the spores into the air. If the trees are
under more stress, as they may be with increasing

Velowerkz

For new, enthusiast, expert and professlondl bike rlders

Personal, professional, mobile. Any type of bike,

any level of riding!
Socially distanced collection

Why not GIFT a Safety SERVICE ?

WINTER Safety Check

Use Code
LKDOWN2
off at

Visit Velowerkz.com
for more details

To claim
checkout

07736 668266

| facebook.com/velowerkz | velowerkz@gmail.com |

park traffic, that can increase their susceptibility.”
Worryingly, Phytophthora species are understood
to have damaged several ecosystems in Europe,
with P. plurivora as the main culprit behind dis-
ease and declining beech tree numbers.

As the arboreal reduction continues, it's still un-
clear how to manage or control these aggressive
pathogens in forest ecosystems.

Stewart Doughty, head of Leicester City Council’s
Parks & Open Spaces, said: "We have been mon-
itoring the condition of the trees along the main
drive in Western Park for some time and can con-
firm that some of them are suffering from Phy-
tophthora, or bleeding canker. A site meeting will
take place next week, :
when a course of action
will be decided upon."
However, according to
Tony Huxley, the Western &
Park limes are living on
borrowed time. He says: §
“Tree preservation orders §
or not, there's nothing you & .
can really do about it oth- {3
er than remove them. 2
“Phytophthora  diseases &
are completely evil. It's
going to be a very costly
operation.”
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Morgan Moody Electrical
DOMESTIC - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL

Leicester based electrician =

All electrical work undertaken
NAPIT

Get in touch for a quote
07852 191 311
e: morgan@morganmoodyelectrical.co.uk

ROOFING »y PAUL TURNER

AND GENERAL BUILDING REPAIRS

Re-roofs
General Repairs
Welsh Slating
Lead Flashing
Re-ridging /

40 years Experience

Tel: 0116 210 14 16
M: 07816 851 911

As Recommended by Knightsbridge Estate Agents




DAY MIANSDY

Your One Stop Shop For Great Value Hardware For Home & Garden

LATEST OFFERS AVAILABLE NOW

RELGHTIIG EHUMES Sn e Cement & Multi Finish Plaster
NUTS, BOLTS & SCREWS ; s
SWEEPING BRUSHES * Dry Kilned, Building & Sharp
ROOFING FELT Sand e Post Mix Play Sand
SEED PACKETS o Moirtar Mik

CLEANING PRODUCTS
WORK WEAR & BOOTS CROWN PAINT

FENCE PANELS & PAINT WHITE/MAGNOLIA

GARDEN & POWER TOOLS
WIDE DECORATING RANGE MATT VINYL EMULSION

HEAVY DUTY CHICKEN WIRE 7.5L ONLY £14.99!
DRAFT EXCLUDERS/FILM GLAZE . -
BIRD FEEDERS, TABLES & FOOD IN STOCK

BALSA WOOD - LARGE SELECTION FENCE PAINT

ELECTRICAL CABLE OFF THE REEL 3 n?(;LNVE‘:;‘\'TSggs
FOR THE GARDEN ¥=** g¢£49.99
e COMPOST 60Itr ONLY £6.00 EACH WHEELBARROWS
3 For £16.50 / 5 for £24.99 e £39.99
e BARK 50Itr ONLY £7.00 EACH
3 for £18.50 / 5 for £30.00 SOLID FUEL
e FARMYARD MANURE £4.99 20k SMOKELESS COAL: £12.50

e GROW BAGS (DEEP FILL) £5.99 20k HOUSEHOLD COAL: £6.99
BEDDING PLANTS IN STOCK  LOGS: £4.00
KINDLING: £3.00
£2.75 a Tray or 4 For £10.00 FIRELIGHTERS: £1.50
TOMATO PLANTS COMPANION SETS & MORE

£1.50 Each or 4 For £10.00
SEASONAL SAVINGS
RENTOKILL OUTDOOR BAIT BOX

SAVE £11.99 NOW ONLY £10.00! :
NEW WEBSITE
GAS UP THE
paTio HEATER Bea I SCAN THIS INTO YOUR
SMART PHONE & SIGN UP
il m www. daymansdiy.co.uk [=]

@ﬂ 16 262 4970
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.,\} operate the cafe itself, its success will support our

O
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( W pROJECTU d ate work to bring the separate Project Hive to life.
S h p Find out more about WWCE and Project Hive at
‘4‘ I \/6 wwee.org.uk our website wwce.org.uk or on Facebook
@wwceleicester

WWOCE'’s Project Hive is run by local residents
who are raising funds to redevelop the old Eco
House into a community space.
As you may have seen or heard elsewhere, the
application for planning consent has now been
submitted for the transformative works on the site
of the derelict former open air school buildings in
Western Park. It's been a long time since we un-
dertook a partnership with Parmar Properties with
the clear goal that doing so would make sure the
community gets something out of the redevelop-
ment works. The careful restoration of the Grade 2
listed building and its return to everyday use will
stop it being a magnet for continued anti-social
behaviour. On top of that the work will also pro-
vide a cafe facility along the promenade for every-
one to use.

I'm sure that you will agree that it has been a big . 5
help to have park on our doorsteps during this last Got a local S’EOF}’ Qr a great plCtUFe-
difficult year. Won't it be lovely when you can grab Are you hoIdlng an event?

3V(':t?1ﬁee while yottJ ar]? out on ycltgr daily extercise’?t Are you doing something Spec]a|?
ith a permanent cafe you could arrange to mee

up with a friend for tea and cakes after the school Te“ lIS a“ abOllt It!
run, or for lunch at the weekend. ;

While we will be tendering for someone else to edztor@ WeStemp Gf/(g azette.co.uk

NEED HELP WITH YOUR GARDEN?

cal, \ N Jkcrs
TUNSTALL

TRADITIC MUENIBGY | protect your estate...
ITEINILNEELUE=) before it's too late!

* MOWING « LAWN EDGING _
» TRIMMING ¢ PRUNING « FENCE PAINTING Wills | Probate
* WEEDING  HEDGE MANAGEMENT

AR & LEAL FLEARATICE Lasting Powers of Attorney
¢ GARDEN MAINTENANCE R ,
FREE QUOTES FREE video calls or home visits
COMPETITIVE RATES t a time that suits you

Reliable, Experienced & Friendly Gardener 4 Y = r ‘ N
BASED IN WESTERN PARK Ca“ O:ULG 2‘)0 /47

07566 201 391

email: tunstalitraditionalgardening@gmail.corg




i SHEPHERDS BATHROOMS
S 73 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 OTD
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- Lrurlinaten TAISTOCK VANITY HALL
ROPER RHODES COLLECTION

Superb Bathroom Supplies and Installation
Huge Range to Fit Any Budget
Extensive Showroom
Established in 1925

0116 255 4351

Open Monday-Saturday  |_f =8

www.shepherdsbathrooms.co.uk e: shepherdsbathrooms@gmail.com




KNOTT’S LANDING

Thanks to the joys of lockdown, Western Park is
bursting with visitors and they often come by
car. Anyone who has walked along the promenade
recently knows it's like playing dodgeball with traffic.
Your heart is in your mouth as your kids ride their
bikes and scooters on the road to keep socially dis-
tant, but run the risk of being flattened by a van driv-
en by builders looking for a quiet lunchbreak or a
demon dog walker who has to drive their hound to
the park.

I'm no tree expert, but | suspect the traffic is also
partly responsible for the flooding we get on the park
and it's probably damaging the 125 year-old trees on
the promenade. We have a traffic problem and the
solution seems simple. Let's just ban cars from the
park. We already have a car park near the Eco
House which could be the designated disabled park-
ing site. All the council has to do is lock the gates
and allow us to roam free.

Of course it's not that simple and it's about to get
worse. Into our traffic and pollution problem (local air
quality is some of the worst in Leicester), I'd like you
to add the comings and goings of at least 32 more
vehicles on a daily basis, plus delivery lorries. Hell,
you might as well blast the promenade all the way
through to Glenfield Road and call it a motorway!

WESTERNPARK

JOINERY AND BUILDING SERVICES

LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

LOFT CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS, ROOFS,
KITCHENS, DOORS & FULL HOUSE RENOVATIONS
Speedy Builds & Minimal Disruption

PHILIP INCHLEY: 07920 763 697

RICKY INCHLEY: 07880 886 038
E: wp.joinery@yahoo.com

Ovens, Extractors,
Microwaves & BBQs
Expertly Cleaned

OVENCLEAN

The original oven cleaning specialists

Put the sparkle back into your oven

Call Neville on 07948 622 379

www.ovenclean.com

The traffic will come from the new office buildings
and café on the Western Park Open School site for
which a planning application has been submitted.
Having looked at the plans, | can count 32 new park-
ing spaces and a new bridge access onto the site.
Offices have visitors, so we can probably safely as-
sume there will be a number of extra cars visiting the
site daily and, if they can't park in these spaces, they
are going to park on the promenade. We can't use
the Eco-house car park because that's going to be
dug up for housing and the school site application
clearly includes the promenade as an access route
which means the park gates will no longer be locked
at night.

It's a mess of the council's
making. They want to be rid
of the costly responsibility for
the decrepit Grade Il listed
Open School site. Develop-
ers need to turn a profit and
residents deserve a safe,
pollution and traffic free park.
On this issue, are our best &
interests being served? Will
the council be brave and
ban parking on the park and
surrounding roads? Turn the
site into a no vehicle access
office site? | doubt it.

Helen Knoftt

|
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BESPOKE KITCHENS - SLIDING WARDROBES - BESPOKE BEDROOMS
TRADITIONAL & CONTEMPORARY KITCHENS
DESIGN & PLANNING - FULLY PROJECT MANAGED
FULL INSTALLATION SERVICE INC PLUMBING, ELECTRICS & BUILDING WORKS

the leicester kitchen co. &t te72ic

Syston, LE7 2LG
Tel: 0116 319 1030 Mob: 0796 671 6284
Email: info@leicesterkitchencompany.co.uk
www.leicesterkitchencompany.co.uk




LEICESTER RESIDENTS

LIMITED TIME OFFER

FREE NEW GAS BOILER WITH FREE
UNDERFLOOR OR FREE CAVITY
INSULATION SCHEME

NO BENEFITS REQUIRED!

More People Than Ever QUALIFY
Find Out If YOU Do!

CALL: 02476 505 486

TEXT ‘FREEBOILER’ to 07498 612 356
www.ukheatgrants.co.uk

NTS FOR....

v First Time Central Heating (Conversion from Electric
to Gas Central Heating, also available to tenants)

v Loft Insulation

v New Gas Boiler

v Solid Wall Insulation

v' Cavity Wall Insulation

v Underfloor Insulation

v External Wall Insulation

v Electric Storage Heaters



FRAMEWORK KNITTER & POET

In the graveyard at St Michael and All Angels
in the Leicestershire village of Cosby, stands a
headstone with the name William Jones, fol-
lowed by a few lines of poetry, fading with the
passing of time. Jones was a poet, quite a good
one in fact, but his work has been sadly neglected
and | only came to know it by reading about his
friend and colleague, the famous Leicester Chart-
ist, Thomas Cooper, at the Bishopsgate Institute
in East London.

William Jones was born 1808 in Cosby and
moved to Leicester to take up his position as a
framework knitter after marrying Sarah Anne
Stretton in St. Mary's Church, Willoughby Warter-
leys, on June 23 1828. They lived first in Willow
Bridge Street (Off Russell Square) then settled at
number 11 Pelham Street, opposite the Royal
Infirmary on Welford Road.

In his lifetime he published two poetry collections,
‘The Spirit; Or A Dream Of Woodlands’ in 1850,
and 'Poems Descriptive, Progressive & Humorous'
in 1853. Both books were published with the help
of friends; a kind of 19th century crowdfunding
project. The only place | was able to acquire a
facsimile of the latter book, was by sending for a
copy in America.

His strength as a poet lies in his highly personal
descriptive verse, mostly about what he saw and

witnessed. He clearly loved
nature, and always re-
tained an affection for the
village where he was born.
He obviously relished his
friendship with the famous
chartist Thomas Cooper,
who encouraged Jones to
write and get involved with
the local pre-trade union
movement. Jones even
assisted at Cooper’s Adult
Sunday school and be-
came an active supporter =
of the Leicester Democratic Hall of Science.

The 1851 census still described William Jones as
a framework knitter and poet. By then he had be-
come a respected literary figure with a stable job
and a sympathetic employer allowing him to con-
tinue publishing up until a couple of years before
his death. He died at the age of 47 in 1855 leaving
Sarah and one son. There was a sizable funeral
procession along the Welford Road and onto Cos-
by where he was buried, and sadly forgotten by
the literary fraternity.

Some years ago, | nominated him for a green
plaque; unfortunately, no record of his home in
Cosby can be identified. However, the search will
continue. Tony Shelley
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BRAND NEW APARTMENTS FOR COMFORTABLE INDEPENDENT LIVING

Wyggestons is delighted to introduce a collection of self-contained apartments for the
over 60’s at our peaceful Hinckley Road site, just a mile from the city centre.
v Two bedroom apartments
v Perfect for individuals and couples
v Affordable rents v High quality, purpose built accommodation
v Beautiful landscaped gardens
v'Wide range of facilities available including library and community lounge

v'Varied activities programme St Ursula’s chapel on site.

At Wyggestons, our properties are designed to give residents independence in an
inclusive community and will have the reassurance of an emergency alarm service and
wardens who are on hand 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

For more information about life at Wyggestons & eligibility criteria
please contact us using the details below:

Telephone: 0116 255 9174
PR enquiries@wyggestons.org. PR
L 4 www.wyggestons.org.uk 7

Wyggestons, 160 Hinckley Road, Leicester



Ltd
We clean as little or

as much as you want.

e We will change beds!
(Nothing nicer than a fresh bed!)
e We can load/unload your dishwasher
e Our service includes skirting boards,
lights & light switches as standard

e Ironing service also available
For a free no obligation quote please contact

07780 00 90 90
0116 284 9833 W

www.cleanedandgleaming.co.uk

Under New Management

To sign up with us for your NHS Prescriptions
Please call the number below:

Open Mon - Fri: 9.00am-6.00pm / Sat: 9.00am-5.30pm
Closed 1.00am-1.00pm

BACK IN THE BEER!

Pub goers returned with a vengeance on April
12th as venues with outside areas were al-
lowed to reopen following the relaxation of
lockdown rules.

West Leicester’s biggest pub, The Crows Nest,
was no exception. It became very busy the sec-
ond it opened at 11am and stayed that way until
closing time.

Manager Ray Cooper said, “It's been a tough
year but we’ve been planning this for months. We
expanded outside seating into the car park and
put in @ marquee. It's been rammed. We've tak-
en on eight waiting staff; burgers and food has
been flying out. It's been huge.

“No man cave anywhere in the world can match
a good British pub.”

LETTER BOX

Dear editor: Just a little story of kind-
ness by my son helping out people less
fortunate than ourselves in the unpre-
dictable world we live in, but on Friday 19th March
2021, Red Nose Day, 11 year old Eamon McCabe
Jnr, year 6 pupil at Christ the King RC primary
school, held a charity cupcake sale to raise funds
for comic relief. W ol A A
He baked, decorated and
sold cakes in a very fun,
friendly way, social distancing
of course, from outside my
house and made an amazing
grand total of £52. That was
absolutely brilliant and will be
much appreciated by the
guys from Comic Relief. =
So a big well done to Eamon
Jnr because he really does
deserve a mention in these
crazy times and we are all very proud of him round
here and a massive thank you to everybody that
day that stopped and bought a cake!

(Eamon McCabe Snr)




0116 299 9150

. PLUMBING AND HEATING
www.rudkinandherbert.co.uk Rénewables EST. 1992

Leicester’s #1 Domestic &
Commercial Boiler Services

WORCESTER

* TruStpilOt nnnnn Bosch Group

UPTO 12 YEAR GUARANTEE

£10 OFF
BOILER
SERVICE WITH 4 UPTO 36 MONTHS INTEREST FREE*

THIS AD

WORCESTER ACCREDITED PARTNER

FREE
BASIN TAP
WORTH
UP TO £75

'____———‘.

Tallored & Bespoke Bathrooms

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM. FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES

80 Upperton Rd, Leicester LE3 OHB
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From the Heart of our Communities

10,000 Copies Every Month Since 2010

kTO Become an Advertiser Emai l:/

sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk

Weedgate Eye Centre

Complete Glasses At Great Prices

SUMMER OR WINTER
YOUR LQGAL FRIENDLY
{ :

NHS & Private Tesling « NHS VOUCHERS Accepled o FREE Sight Tests for Under 18'
* Outside Prescriptions Welcome « Wide Range of Designer frames » Lens Replacement Service
« fast & Efficlent Repalrs e Glasses Made On-site « Great Value frames & Contact Lenses

87 Narborough Road Leicester LE3 OLF
Tel: 0116 2241 767

f Open: Mon-Fri 8.00am-6.00pm e

www.cheapglassesleicester.com

Lettings & Sales

THINKING of Selling or
Renting Your Property?

3 SsPECIAL OFFERS [

Sell Your Property With Us & Receive
FREE ADVERTISING PACK & FREE EPC

Rent Your Property With Us & Receive
DISCOUNTED START-UP FEES

Call YOUR Local Agent Today to Arrange
Your FREE, No Obligation Appraisal
Quote ABBEYLS21

0116 296 3300

sales@abbeyls.com
lettings@abbeyls.com
abbeyls.com
101 Buckminster Road, Leicester, LE3 9AT

SEWING THE SEEDS

The lockdown effected many business own-
ers from West Leicester. Some bit the dust and
others turned a handful of lemons into lemonade.
One example of a business that survived and
thrived, albeit in a new form, is the Crafty Sew
and Sew fabric shop in the city centre.

Freya Gilbert, from Western Park, who co-owns
the business, was determined that the five years
they had spent establishing it wasn’t going to be
thrown away.

Freya said: “At the start of the first lockdown, my
business partner Sarah and | met at the shop at
9pm, and filled our cars with as much stock as we
could carry. Once home, the stock filled our liv-
ing rooms; fabrics, sewing patterns and kits. Then
we started to work out how we could pivot our
business to the new normal. Through Crafty Sew
& So we sell fabrics for dressmaking and craft
projects, we run sewing and craft workshops, and
design sewing kits and patterns for people to sew
at home. We'd worked hard to turn our lovely
shop into the heart of Leicester's sewing commu-
nity.

“Very quickly, like most businesses, we figured
out how important Zoom was going to be to
us. We took our sewing classes online, so we
could connect with customers and continue to
inspire students to learn to sew. The boom of
crafts in lockdown was in our favour and we love
helping beginners come to the craft and sew their
own face masks and also give them a new hobby
and some escapism.

“Working from home and taking care of our chil-
dren, we realised that we needed to make some
longer-term changes for the benefit of our busi-
ness, and our families, and we have since moved
out of our retail shop to a studio, where we can
grow our online services and continue to connect
with local sewists though open days and work-
shops.

“It certainly hasn't been easy, but overall we
believe we are creating a better business for us
and our customers.”



Looking For A Special Gift?

Father’s Day? Birthday? Anniversary?
Garden Party?

1
HUXley s Bar Zoom Call? Corporate Event?

your bar personalised

Check out Huxley’s Bar (www.huxleysbar.co.uk). We are a local online only bar,
delivering wine tasting packs (options include cheese), whisky tasting packs and
perfectly pre-blended cocktails delivered directly to your door.

Our tastings are accompanied by an online video to guide you through your tasting.

Make it a VIP Experience and add an expert to your event who will be available
online to guide you through every step of the way.

Our freshly made cocktails include all the ingredients for you to enjoy bar quality
at home, without fuss.

Huxley Says:
“Just shake ‘n’ paw or paw ‘n’ stir”
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Huxley's Bar
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WESTCOTES WILLS

Planning for the future doesn't need to be complicated

Contact Rosie to arrange your free initial consultation

O16 380 0752

www.westcoteswills.co.uk rosie@westcoteswills.co.uk

W.G. HARRISON & SON Ltd
Local Reputable Company Established Since 1877
We Offer a COMPLETE Service
PROPERTY REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS
Brickwork, Carpentry, Roofing
Plastering & External Rendering
Painting & Decorating
Domestic and Commercial Insurance Work

Tel: (0116) 262 1884

Email: awgharris@aol.com
Burgess Street Leicester LE1 4QH

ALL domestic plumbmg & heating work undertaken.

PLuKﬁ””" ING

AND HEATING LIMITED

211551

OFFICE

0116 254 8462

Boiler Replacements
System Upgrades
Boiler Maintenance & Breakdowns
Full Central Heating
Domestic Gas Installation & Repairs
Underfloor Heating

Bathroom Refits M 0 B I L E

All General Plumbing Work 0771 7477 532
57 Letchworth Road, Leicester, LE3 OFL

E-mail: westendplumbingandheating@hotmail.co.uk

Want to Pay Less Tax or Starting Out in Business?
Need a Pro-active Accountant?
Struggling with your Tax Return?

LET US HELP

KIRT & CO

;« COUNTANT

ACCOUNTING TAX & BUSINESS ADVICE
Friendly and Professional Local Service

0116 285 2694

60 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 ORB
e: info@kirt-accountants.co.uk

www.kirt-accountants.co.uk

“call us today”

April Police Update

April 12" saw the opening of non-essential
retail, hairdressers, gyms, libraries, communi-
ty centres, restaurants and pubs (for outside
service only). Some of our young police officers
have never experienced buying a pint in a pub!
Whilst some parts of the country enjoyed a short
respite from the first lockdown in March 2020,
Leicester never had the opportunity to do so. As
you take the opportunity to enjoy the easing of
restrictions, please do so sensibly. Europe is in
the grip of a third wave of Covid cases and many
countries are still in crisis from the pandemic.
Maintain social distancing, wear masks when
necessary, wash your hands frequently and utilise
every opportunity to test yourself and your family
for Covid. This virus has become a malingering
presence in our world, but in time it can be con-
trolled, even eradicated, and we can move on.

On the theme of moving, Rob Randell, the com-
mander for the West Leicester Neighbourhood
Policing Area (NPA), is moving to a new role. Rob
has been one of the longest serving inspectors in
Neighbourhood policing in recent times, and is a
popular leader amongst the rank and file. Rob's
new role will see him becoming the link officer for
the incumbent Police and Crime Commissioner
(PCC) which can only be advantageous for the
community of the West NPA. | am pleased to
announce that Inspector Michelle Zakoscielny
(Affectionately referred to as Inspector "Z") will
replace Rob as the new NPA Command-
er. Michelle, has been policing the West area for
15+ years and is well versed with the local com-
munities. She has an excellent grasp of what is
important to you and what police officers need to
do to best serve you. Michelle is the logical choice
to replace Rob, and | wish her well in the challeng-
es ahead.

One such challenge will be addressing the issue
of knife related crime. We have recently seen
several serious knife related assaults upon young
people perpetrated by young people. You will
likely see an increase in policing presence in and
around our local parks in the coming weeks and
the deployment of the knife arch in strategic loca-
tions. There will be an increase in the use of our
stop and search powers in key locations as we
seek to stem the tide of this behaviour. This prob-
lem is not one the police are able to solve alone
and calls for a step change in thinking. As a com-
munity, as a parent, these conversations need to
be had with our young people.

As our community centres open up, be sure to
look out for our beat surgeries. All are welcome to
come and speak with your local officers. These
will be advertised on Neighbourhood link and our
West Leicester social media pages (Twitter &
Facebook). Sgt Ed Jones
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Thls is the tlme of year when | start thmklng
about which annual flowers will be in bloom in
the height of summer.

One of the easiest and most
dramatic flowers to grow is the
sunflower. It's part of the daisy
family and has been cultivated for
its edible seeds for 5000 years.
Growing them is a great project
for all ages, they can be raised in
all manner of spaces and are
beneficial to wildlife. What's not to
love about this majestic flower? Sowing the seed
is best between April and May. | sow a single
seed into individual recycled and compostable
pots, this makes planting out much easier, once
they have grown large enough. It is a great activity
for the kids too, either as an introduction to gar-
dening, or a continued hobby. | suggest they sow
Helianthus annuus - Russian giant, which can
reach the dizzy heights of 3 metres, or the slightly
smaller, 2 metres of Helianthus giganteus which
flowers a month earlier.

I'll be sowing two varieties, Helianthus annuus

~ ‘ltalian White’ and ‘Valentine’. Both of these grow
| to 5 feet and are also excellent cut flowers with
~ white and pale yellow flowers respectively. I'll also

sow another batch two weeks p ~=2—
later to make sure | have flow-
ers at slightly different periods. j
This will additionally help to
replace any that have suffered 3
from slug and snail damage. |
don't personally use slug pellets
but if you do, please try to make
sure that the active ingredient is
ferric phosphate and not metal-
dehyde, which is very damaging to our much
loved wildlife and other animals. There are, of
course, other options for deterring slugs and
snails such as biological controls, copper bands or
tape, sharp gravel or crushed egg shells and cof-
fee grinds or beer traps.

I'll continue to deadhead spring flowering bulbs
and bedding such as violas and pansies, which
stops the plants wasting energy by trying to pro-
duce seed and can encourage more flowers. | am
adding well rotted manure to my veggie plots
around fruit trees and flower beds, adding nutri-
ents back into the soil and improving the drainage.
| am also trying to keep on top of the weeding, the
most common of which are speedwell, wood ha-
ven and hairy bittercress. Carey Tunstall
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YOUR LOCAL TREE SURGEON

Y Are your trees too tall, blocking light or untidy?
i 2o your hedges, conifers or SAhrubs need Lrimming?
e Would you like Lo remove that stubborn stump?

tree

services

® @

wWith 30 years of a)or(’:'
pleased to give you free advice and a free guctation

in your area, I would be

@zmmn Callmenowon 0116 250 5848
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www.charnwoodtrees.coms...

| ALSO SELL...
high quality
firewood logs




LANDSCAPE BRAIN TA ERS
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Fencing, Decking,

o

1 Across: Easter animals 1 Down: State of equilib-
rium 2D: Nor 3D: Single figure 4D: Mount as a shelf
5A: Fishing spear 6A: Pig 7A: Lobule pendant
Paul Towers 2021

Answers at w:westernparkgazette.co.uk

~

» Gates& Sheds
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Sheds Refelted & Stamed 2 |3
Turfing, Block Paving, Slabbmg, 2 1
Wa Img, Rubbish Cleared
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Bespoke Hardwood Doors & Windows
Bespoke Kennels & Pet Enclosures

Local Story or Event?
FREE CAI.,I. OUT E: editor@westgrxparkgazette.co.uk
DISABLED & OAP DISCOUNT To Advertise
0791 4 732 563 E: Sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk

www.oaklandfencingandsheds.co.uk  [EA@ALTLEE UL CIACUSICERELC




GET
DRIVEN BY

n D l N \ o OFF your first
3% | o W ", app booking

ASHLGEY DAVID TAXIS . b use code:

LEICESTERSHIRES o
LARGEST TAXI COMPANY

Airports Cards Taken

Low fixed Rates Book by WEB/ APP/
£3.50 first mile CARD/CASH

4,816 seaters Accounts Welcome
Executive Cars 330 Cars across

ExecutiveCars % a
Track your Taxi LSCsERI,

0116 2555222 | == e o ok

Free Estimates & Free Measuring
Quality Carpets Laminates & Vinyls
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CARPETS
LEICESTER

l_aﬂ——:
o 58 == = B4 = -
mECLREE
= =l el = —
= =i =1 i
I =
S55 SN 5

0116 255 4335 = [y Ot aEn

: Terms & Conditions apply.
25 Nevanthon Road, LeICGSterx LE3 6DR Il'mlaf/;;ﬁ\u;lczl(:\]-"rllull)zli’r cltl)l/}g[/'ll'l]numn with any other offer




WOODGATE
A COMPUTERS

One call that's all! Computer services you can depend on!

([f/n TOSHIBA| [ADVENT .’ X P | [sony

e Apple & Windows Machine Repair ® Data Recovery # Mobile Phone & Game Console Repair
e CCTV e Networking ® Home & Business Services

PHONE 0116 262 3999
siirnel it FREEPHONE 0800 644 0686
e MOBILE 0791 337 2633 Freendes | Since 1999

DAVE'S AUTO

The MOT Specialist Getting You Back On The Road

MOT's FOR VEHICLE CLASSES 4 & 7

FAST & CONVENIENT - NO NEED TO BOOK
WAITING AREA
FREE RE-TEST

OPEN MON: FRI 7.45am-6.00pm SAT: 7.45am-2.30pm
Unit 4 Duns Lane Leicester LE3 5LX

0116 253 856
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