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Hello From The Editor  
Welcome to the December edition of the Western 
Park Gazette. 
 News is a little thin on the ground as we creep to-
wards Christmas and an exciting, or not, 2020. Nev-
ertheless weôve dug around for local stories and 
successfully avoided the General Election and Brexit 
except for New College who ran their own parliamen-
tary hustings. In other features DMULocal hosted 
their annual Christmas party, a Western Park rock 
fan prepares to broadcast to Leicester over the fes-
tive period and Tony Shelley remembers Christmas 
1971 in Leicesterôs West End. 
 Our regular features include Helen Knott cutting the 
cord on Sky TVôs Xmas telly, Roger Blackmore 
heads back to 1910 for The Leicester Homecoming, 
Project Hive have their latest news, there's the local 
policing update, Tony Huxley has some seasonal 
advice and thereôs a Bigly (Biglyôs a word now) 
Crossword at the back. 
Finally we wish our readers, contributors and adver-
tisers a Marry Christmas & a prosperous New Year. 
 Twitter @mygazette & Facebook @ourgazette  

 

If youôve got a local news story or event email: 
 editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk  
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Events Diary 
St Anneôs Weds Club: Monthly, 1st Weds. St Anneôs 
Hall. Letchworth Rd. 2.30-4pm. 
Free Thurs Club: 2-4pm. Robert Hall, 147 Narbô Rd. 
Perfectly Edible UK's Market & Community Cafe: 
Fri 11-2pm. West End Centre, Andrewes Street. 
Coffee Mornings: Fridays 10-12 noon. St Anneôs Hall. 
Womenôs Taekwondo. Fridays. Brite Centre -10am & 
Thurs - 8pm at St Anneôs Hall. 07951 426 386  
Sun Eve Dru Yoga with Emma: St. Anneôs Hall, 
Letchworth Rd. 7.15-8.30pm 07393 811150. 
Musical Memory Box: Monthly, 1st Tues, 2-
3.30pm. St. Anneôs Hall. Ã3 donation. 
Free Childrenôs Art Club: Saturdays 10.30-12.00. 
Fosse Neighbourhood Centre. Mantle Rd. 
Free drop-in Coffee Morns: Tues. 10-11.30am. St. 
Andrewôs Methodist Church, Glenfield Rd. 
Upstairs @ Western in Dec 17th: Comedy Soc 
Xmas Party, 18th: Find The Right Words, 20th 
Rhymes Against Humanity.  
Aladdin: De Mont Hall until 5th Jan.  
Robin Hood: Little Theatre. Until 5th Jan.  
Beauty & The Beast: Til 26th Dec. Peepul Centre. 
Curve: West Side Story. Until 11th Jan, Giraffes 
Canôt Dance. Until 5th Jan  
Winter Extravaganza: 21 Dec. New Parks Leisure 
Centre. 1.pm 
Santa In The Square: Til Dec 22nd. Market Place 
Tropical Xmas Eve Party & Pub Quiz: West End 
Brewery. Braunstone Gate. 8.00pm. 



 

   

KNOTTõS LANDINGKNOTTõS LANDINGKNOTTõS LANDING   
Men and women might as well be different 
species. Sometimes I even wonder whether we 
are actually on the same planet, in the same uni-
verse. Christmas is a time that really brings that 
home to me. You know men and women are dif-
ferent when you borrow a car and find the heater 
set at 23 degrees for the woman and 16 degrees 
for the man. You know it to be true when women 
have finished their Christmas shopping by Decem-
ber 2 and men don't start it until December 22. 
Mostly you know it when your husband decides to 
ditch the satellite TV provider just before Christ-
mas because it's Ã50 a month and has been for 
about 20 years and we are not blooming-well pay-
ing for it anymore! 
 This provoked a bit of soul searching on every-
one's part. 
 We followed the Moneysavingexpert's guide to 
persuading Sky to offer us a deal but we were met 
with paltry discounts and ennui on the end of the 
phone so that was it, the guillotine fell on our sub-
scription package. It turns out it's not all bad out 
there in the Freesat hinterlands. We got a Now TV 
stick for Ã15 and after lots of searching we found a 
deal that got us Sky channels and movies for a 
tenner a month. Result. I can afford a bit of Netflix 
action and we already have Amazon Prime so 

actually ï we have it covered for half the price!  
 It is a bit odd not having Sky anymore. That re-
mote control is so familiar you can use it in the 
dark without thinking! We 
are having to learn new 
things, like how to get Alexa 
to turn the TV on and off. 
How to find the much small-
er Now TV remote in the 
dark. How I will live without 
being able to pause live TV. 
How to explain to my elderly 
father that he cannot watch 
murder most foul on his be-
loved Alibi channel anymore. 
Mostly though I'm having to 
devote valuable resources to 
learn how to use all this stuff. Christmas is not a 
time when I have spare brain space. School 
events, social gatherings, works nights out, these 
things take their toll and require thought and prep-
aration. This is now at risk because I have to 
spend time working out how to switch from HDMI1 
to HDMI37. If I manage it, we may just be able to 
watch the Queen's Speech on Christmas Day if I 
don't, my husband may find I stick the remote 
where the sun don't shine. He should have waited 
for New Year. 
                                                             Helen Knott           



 


