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SELLING YOUR HOUSE HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER

17 Years Experience in the Leicester Housing Market
Wishing All Our Clients Past, Present & Future A Happy Christmas & Wonderful New Year

Tel: 0116 214 7555 www.hampsonsestateagents.co.uk

It is not Hampsons Estate Agent’s policy to accept instructions where there is already a Sale Agent Agreement in existence, until that agreement is terminated

3 Oswin Road, Leicester, LE3 1HR




Woodgate Eye Centre

lete Glasses At Great Prices

ierry Christmas Te Al

. Our Custemers

OPEN AS USUAL THROUGH
. CORONAVIRUS RESTR!CTIONS

87 Norborou h Road Leicester LE3 OLF
Tel: 0116 2241 767

f Open: Mon-Fri 8.00am-6.00pm

www.cheapglassesleicester.com

The Friendly fittle Car Co.

pre-owned car specialists

1 spedialise in quality pre-owned cars

Cars are my passion & I would love for
you to experience this with your next
car.

All my cars are hand picked & suit my
strict standards for quality & condition

All cars are HP clear & fully valeted

7/
f Jdamle
www.thefriendlylittlecarcompany.com

0116 224 4256 & 07599 934 905
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rchitectural
Services

Building Plans for

EXTENSIONS - LOFT CONVERSIONS
STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS

From initial design right through to Planning
Permission and Building Regulations approval.
We take care of all the details. liaising with the local
authorities on your behalf.

caLL For YOUR FREE consuLTaTiON

T 01162549576 .
M: 07788 416 806 =
M: 07974 263 60 |

E: ajs-architectural@hotmail.co.uk | 1 ||| T H
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A.J.S Architectural Services
24 Wentworth Road, Lenoester LE3 9DF

Expert Adwce -Rellablllty and Quallty

Hello From The Editor

Welcome to the Yuletide edition of the Western
Park Gazette.

At the time of writing we're in the middle of the con-
tinuing Hell that is Tier 3 lockdown. No pubs, no
restaurants and no socialising as we head towards
Christmas. At least “non essential business” can now
open so you can get a nice hair cut, get a manicure
and buy a lampshade.

Happily, we seem determined to celebrate the sea-
son no matter what, judging by the festive light dis-
plays bedecking front gardens and windows. We've
captured a few for posterity and we keep it festive
with Alexandra Tustall's Christmas card making
exercise - it'll keep the kids quiet for a while. A new
pentanque club on Western Park is due to open,
Helen Knott has one or two Yuletide thoughts, Tony
Huxley has his final Compost Corner and we have
the latest policing update from Ed Jones.

And there’s the traditional Bigly Crossword on the
inside back page.

Have a great Christmas and let's hope 2021 is a far
better year that 2020 for so many reasons.

Twitter @mygazette & Facebook @ourgazette
If you've got a local news story or event email:
editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

BUY A NICE BIG ADVERT

e: sales&westernparkgazette.co.uk
www.westernparkgazette.co.uk

Just So You Know.....

e Content in this magazine may not reflect the beliefs
or opinions of the publisher.

e The copyright of all text and advertisements designed
or authored by The Western Park Gazette and its
officers, remains with the publisher at all times.

e |f you're supplying under copyright artwork or articles,
Rapscallion Media assumes you have the right to do so.

e All advertising copy you supply must be accurate,
truthful and be ASA compliant.

e You need our permission to reproduce any part of this
magazine or associated website content.

e \We are not responsible for transactions between
Gazette advertisers and their clients.

e \We don’t accept liability for loss or damage as a result
of omissions or errors once content is submitted.

e \We don't print editorial endorsements of products or
services. Full terms and conditions are on line.

e All content is published in good faith.

e Copy & Advertising Deadline - Dec 30th 2020

To Contact - Call 07939 115 724
e:editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

e:sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk

Published by Rapscallion Media

62 Ainsdale Rd L n
b =

Leicester LE3 OUA
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Printed by Flexpress Ltd
6 Coal Cart Road, Interchange,
Birstall, Leicester, LE4 3YB



TIER 3 RESTRICTIONS

SCAN THIS QR CODE
FOR FULL DETAILS

Valid until Dec 16th

: Stay at home except for specific reasons, such
as work or education.

: Limit your contact with other people.

: Don't mix with other households indoors or in
private gardens, unless you have formed a
support bubble as a single adult.

: Work from home if you can.

: Reduce the number of journeys you make.

: Walk or cycle if possible, or use buses outside
peak times if you can.

: Stay 2m apart from anyone you don't live with.

: Wash or sanitise your hands regularly.

: Wear a face covering on buses, in shops, if
dropping or collecting children at school and in
any space where distancing is difficult.

BOOK A TEST IF YOU HAVE SYMPTOMS

TESTING SITES: Jubilee Sq, Birstall Park &
Ride, Evington Leisure Centre, Spinney Hill Park,
Victoria Park, the Highfields Centre, the Shree
Praja-pati Community Centre, the Overton Road
Ball Court and the Belgrave N/hood Centre.
Tests can be booked by calling 119
Go to leicester.gov.uk/coronavirus

-

KEYWEST

Contact: 01162 544555

HOLI\/IFIELDS

Kitchens <

'L

N
Bedrooms
Your Local Family Run Business

Fitted Kitchens, Bedrooms & Studies = Design & Planning
Installation Services Including Building Work

ome Offices

Holmfields Showroom 17 Carlisle Street Leicester LE3 6AH
T: 0116 255 6669 E: support@holmfields.co.uk

www.holmfields.co.uk

ALLSIDES

GUTTERING REPAIRS
REPAIR =« CLEAN = REPLACE
SLIPPED TILES/SLATES
CALL STEVEN:

0116 2161 777/ 07970 032814
e: fcf2211@gmail.com
SEE OUR 5" "GOOGLE REVIEWS
www.allsidesguttering.co.uk

CONSTRUCTION & CARPENTRY
LOFT CONVERSIONS - UNLEASH YOUR ATTIC

From design to ¢« un ncluding vant inspections & certificates
7 a A

|
|
I

Call Matt Hackett i
07581 430 638 or 0116 225 8344
www.mphconstructioncarpentry.co.uk




NERRY AN BAIGAT

Western Ward Community Enterprise joined up
with St Anne’s Church for a spectacular festive light
show across Western Park.

24 households trimmed up their gardens in spectacular
displays in the run up to Christmas.

WWCE'’s Kristian Naylor said: “We are delighted to
have got together with St. Anne's in order to present an
Advent Trail as part of our Light Up Western Park event.
“During December a new display will appear every day
at different sites around the area, each created by local
schools or parishioners”.

A free map that showing the location for each day can
be downloaded from Facebook @wwceleicester or
from wwce.org.uk”.

Velowerkz

For new, enthusiast, expert and professional bike riders.

‘",. S~

Your L cI Bike Repair Servie_

Personal, professional, mobile. WINTER Safety Check
Any type of bike, any level of riding!

Socially distanced collection and return.

Use Code LKDOWN2 Visit Velowerkz.com
To claim off at checkout for more details

07736 668266 | facebook.com/velowerkz | velowerkz@gmail.com




D2YMANS

@DY

EST:19

Your One Stop Shop For Great Value Chrlstmas Gifts & Stocking Fillers

LATEST OFFERS

KEY CUTTING FROM £3 EACH
NUTS, BOLTS & SCREWS
SWEEPING BRUSHES
ROOFING FELT
WORK WEAR & BOOTS
GARDEN & POWER TOOLS
WIDE DECORATING RANGE
FENCE PANELS (ALL SIZES)
HEAVY DUTY CHICKEN WIRE
BIRD FEEDERS, TABLES & FOOD
BALSA WOOD - LARGE SELECTION
ELECTRICAL CABLE OFF THE REEL
DRAFT EXCLUDERS/FILM GLAZE
GARDEN INCINERATORS NOW £19.99

FOR THE GARDEN

WEED KILLER & PLANT FOOD
» COMPOST 70Itr ONLY £6.99
e COMPOST 2 X 70Itr ONLY £12.00
» COMPOST 20Itr: £3.50 » 10Itr: £2.50

LOGS: £4.00
KINDLING: £3.00
FIRELIGHTERS:£1.50

GAS UP THE
P

LRI R LN KEEP IT COVID CLEAR WITH OUR

AVAILABLE NOW

e Cement & Multi Finish Plaster
e Dry Kilned, Building & Sharp
Sand e Post Mix Play Sand
e Mortar Mix

CROWN PAINT
WHITE/MAGNOLIA ‘
MATT VINYL EMULSION

10L ONLY £20!

GALVANISED
INCINERATORS

£19.99

WHEELBARROWS

£39.99

DECK YOUR
XMAS TREE

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
NOW IN STOCK!
ONLY £4.99

RANGE OF CLEANING PRODUCTS!

www. daymansdiy.co.uk

SCAN THIS INTO YOUR

COMPANION SETS & MORE

SMART PHONE
& SIGN UP -
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KNOTT’S LANDING

'Tis the season to be jolly, unless you are a
turkey, shielding, an old person, or you work
in a pub. Then it's not really a time of great joy is
it? It's more like a moment of mild panic followed
by, in the case of the turkey, hanging upside down
by your ankles and well and truly plucked.

Let's be honest, even if you
aren't a turkey, Christmas is
often a season of forced jollity,
hard work, massive expense
and gritted teeth. There is stuff
you have to do simply be-
cause it's Christmas and it's
expected. Buying Aunty Nellie
a set of soft top socks because of her diabetes is
part of the season. You might get away with not
doing it this year; you might have to make the
effort.

What you are going to have to do is suck up and
accept buying a gift for everyone you work with.
Secret Santa is banned this year but in spite of the
COVID-based ‘no presents’ rule, you know they’re
all going to buy you something. You are going to
look a complete lump when you turn up with noth-
ing unless you shell out. More than that, if you
don't - you won't be seen as a team player and

DA LANDSCAPES

SLABBING ® GRAVELLING # FENCING e TURFING
© GARDENS CLEARED

o TREES/HEDGES CUT & REMOVED
OAP DISCOUNTS!

o116 233 0007
07909 724 435

PLUMBING & HEATING
CHEAP RATES « NO JOB TOO
SMALL e OAP DISCOUNT
e ALL WORK GUARANTEED

CALL MR DRIVER

01162 713334 / 0777 3514619
@he e FAST o FRIENDLY o RELIABLE

Registered
Plumber

someone will remember, so when the next round
of redundancies comes... well Ho, Ho, Ho.
What is hopeful about this year is that there really
is a chance to create a new normal (an awful
phrase but useful here).
If you don't like mince pies,
working from home means you
don't have to have one near you
for the entirety of Christmas.
You can surround yourself with
chocolate mini rolls, Yule log
and Mr Kipling's Frosty Fancies. If you don't like
Christmas cards you can zoom everyone instead.
If you don't like lots of loud parties, well there
aren't any. Is the only Christmas song you like
The Pogues A Fairytale in New York? Play it on
an eternal loop. If you can't bear hordes of family
coming round you can pretend to self-isolate.
The magic of this Christmas is it can be whatever
you want it to be (provided you stay at home and
obey the hands, face space rules in your designat-
ed bubbles). Personally | think there's a lot to be
said for a little bit of peace. I'll be sat at home with
zoom set up and the Frosty Fancies waiting for
two weeks COVID free to pass so | can go and
visit my Dad who | haven't seen since September.
| hope you get your little bit of peace and a hug
from someone special too. Merry Christmas.
Helen Knott
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BESPOKE KITCHENS - SLIDING WARDROBES - BESPOKE BEDROOMS
TRADITIONAL & CONTEMPORARY KITCHENS
DESIGN & PLANNING - FULLY PROJECT MANAGED
FULL INSTALLATION SERVICE INC PLUMBING, ELECTRICS & BUILDING WORKS

the leicester kitchen co. ston, 7%

Syston, LE7 2LG
Tel: 0116 319 1030 Mob: 0796 671 6284
Email: info@leicesterkitchencompany.co.uk
www.leicesterkitchencompany.co.uk




O SHEPHERDS BATHROOMS
~— 73 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 OTD

NOwW DIPLAYING LAURA ASHLEY BATHROOMS & TILES

Phoenix lFEICS - Burlinaton TWISTOCK VANITY HALL
Bathrooms / COLLECTION §

ROPER RHODES *

Superb Bathroom Supplies and Installation
;ﬁ;’ge Range to Fit Any Budget
Extensi\{e Showroom
Established.in 1925

howroom Closed During Lockdown - Fully Reopen on Dec 2nd

Ring Us 0116 255 4351F0r Enquiries

Like us on

| Open Monday-Saturday .f;,k Facebook

www.shepherdsbathrooms.co.uk e: shepherdsbathrooms@érﬁéiI.com



PENTANQUE ON THE PARK

The Leicester Petanque Club (LPC), now locat-
ed in the former bowls club on Western Park
itself, will soon be inviting friends old and new
to enjoy what Petanque can offer.

Petanque is played on a hard gravel surface
called a piste, where players aim metal boules
towards a small "jack". It has similarities to bowls
in rules and scoring, but is played over shorter
distances. It's great fun, extremely social, and is
one of the most diverse sports around.

As with many sports, gz__,
the pandemic has made § y
participation difficult of
late, however with the §&
news that grass roots .
sport is returning, LPC, a |
not-for-profit club, will
soon transform the for-
mer Western Park bowls
venue into a sizeable,
safe and vibrant playing
area for both existing
members and those new
to Petanque.

Chairman John Edmondson said:

“We look for-
ward to meeting new people and introducing them
to the game.

The pétanque community forges long term friend-

WESTERNPARK

JOINERY AND BUILDING SERVICES

LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

LOFT CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS, ROOFS,
KITCHENS, DOORS & FULL HOUSE RENOVATIONS
Speedy Builds & Minimal Disruption

PHILIP INCHLEY: 07920 763 697

RICKY INCHLEY: 07880 886 038
E: wp.joinery@yahoo.com

Ovens, Extractors,
Microwaves & BBQs
Expertly Cleaned

OVENCLEAN

The original oven cleaning specialists

Put the sparkle back into your oven

Call Neville on 07948 622 379

www.ovenclean.com

ships and while this pandemic has affected the
physical and mental well-being of so many people,
this is our chance to do something positive for
them, for our sport, and for the local community.”
Secretary Michelle Roe, who along with John is a
qualified DBS registered coach, explained further:
“‘We are hoping to attract park visitors all year
round to see what we can offer, whether that’s free
coaching sessions for juniors or adults, league
match play, or a friendly game. Petanque is such a
sociable sport. Win or lose, what better than chat-
ting over a cup of tea in the clubhouse, or reliving
your best shots over a drink from the bar.”

It's not an expensive sport with prices ranging
from a few pounds to get started. The club has a
few spares to use for visitors who want to see what
it's all about, but like any club they need to build up
membership. Treasurer Allan Edwards said it's
cheap to join: “...at £5 per year for juniors and so-
cial members, £20 per year for adults, LPC pro-
vides all year play for a small outlay”

The long term ambition is to grow the venue into
both a community sports club and a regionally and
nationally recognised venue — something for West
Leicester to get behind!

For any further information, Leicester Petanque
Club has their own Facebook page and website
(www.leicesterpc.co.uk), or you can email the club
at info@leicesterpc.co.uk A. Edwards




LEICESTER RESIDENTS

LIMITED
TIME OFFER

FREE NEW GAS BOILER WITH FREE
UNDERFLOOR OR FREE CAVITY
INSULATION SCHEME

NO BENEFITS REQUIRED!
More People Than Ever QUALIFY

Find out if you do!
CALL: 0247 650 5486

TEXT ‘FREEBOILER’ to 07498612356
www.ukheatgrants.co.uk
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Making a Festive Robin Card

Not only is making cards a fun, Christmassy
activity that you can enjoy this festive season,
but the finished result also makes a great gift
for a loved one. One of my favourite cards to
make is this simple robin design, which you and
your children can easily make at home.

You Will Need: 1 A4 sheet of coloured card (I like
to go for blue!), 1 A4 sheet of white paper, brown
paper, roughly 10x10cm, red paper, roughly
7x7cm, yellow paper, roughly 1x1cm, Scissors,
glue-stick, black pen

Method: Begin by folding your -
sheet of coloured card in half, s |
so that the two shorter sides o N
meet.

Next, tear your white sheet of

paper into a strip that will fill

roughly half the space on your

folded card (don’t worry about

making this too neat — it will be

representing piled up snow!)

and use the remaining paper to .

Cut circles out of your red & brown paper, and a
triangle using the yellow paper.
Glue the brown circle onto the
centre of your card, glue the red
circle on top of that, just below
the centre, and then glue the
yellow triangle at the top of the
red circle (this will be the*
beak!). After that, glue the blobs
of white paper from earlier
around the outside of the brown
circle, to create the effect of
falling snow.

Finally, using the black pen,
draw two dots for eyes just
above the beak, and some little =
legs coming out of the bottom of
the brown circle.

| And there you have your very own jolly robin card!

If you don’t have the right colour paper, try colour-
ing in white paper or see if there are any recycla-
ble materials you could use from around the
home. You might even want to mix it up and use a
different colour altogether - it's your card, so you

tear five or six small blobs, each = = X (.

roughly the size of a five pence can make it whatever colours you like!

piece. If you enjoyed this project, please upload photo-
Glue the strip of white paper graphs of your robin cards to the Western Park
along the bottom edge of your Gazette Facebook page — we'd love to see what
coloured card. you come up with. Alexandra Tunstall
RUDKIN & > Wi P
HERBERT LTD % -

PLUMBING AND HEATING a8 10 (

Renewables Established 1992 lﬁ

80 Upperton, Leicester, LE3 OHB s e ) s ove e
Office Tel: 0116 2999 150 ! Whic? Whict? ;
Email: info@rudkinandherbert.co.uk D - . SN’ =  Trustpilot EIESEIEIEN
Web: www.rudkinandherbert.co.uk = share your expenence at trustpilot.com

Plumbing, Heating & Bathrooms

Domestic & Commercial

£10 off
Boller Sarvice
with this advert

CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE NO-OBLIGATION QUOTATION & HOME SURVEY!

A & RECCH ] fsb®

age

ATAG ,qyince

@ Worcester Bosch Diamond Accredited Installers
@ FREE Bespoke Quotations & Home Surveys
@ Up To 10 Year Manufacturer's Guarantee

@ Full Heating System Upgrades

80 Upperton, Leicester, LE3 OHB  Office Tel: 0116 2999 150

@ Boiler Replacements

@AIll Plumbing Work Undertaken

© MagnaCleanse Flushing & Thermal Imaging
@ Finance Available *T&C's apply

Email: info@rudkinandherbert.co.uk




PICTURES OF PAST LEICESTER

City councillor and historian Susan Barton is
finishing writing a book about the history of
our area from ancient times, the medieval era
and through to the more recent past. She is
exploring the old Leicester Forest, the Frith and
the enclosure of the New Parks and the rural life
of the once pastoral landscape. The develop-
ments of the twentieth century communities of
Western Park on both sides of Hinckley Road,
New Parks, Braunstone Frith and Kirby Frith are
just the latest chapters in the story.

Susan said: “As the Records Office has been
closed | haven't had access to the maps and
images I'd like to see and perhaps use in the
book. | was wondering if any readers had any old
photos of the area. I'd also love to see any maps
or plans that might be in the deeds of someone's
house that they might share with me. | know
there are lots of images that have been posted by
Facebook groups but to be able to use them in
my book | need to know who the owner of the
photo is so that they can give permission to use it
and be credited for doing so.

Thank you to anyone who is able to help in my
quest. I'm working to a January deadline in antici-
pation of publication in March.

Contact Susan on 0116 4546 360 or email:
susan.barton@leicester.gov.uk
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THE PROPERTY FOX

'MIME

Morgan Moody Electrical
DOMESTIC - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL

Leicester based electrician =

All electrical work undertaken
NAPIT

Get in touch for a quote
e: morgan@morganmoodyelectrical.co.uk

07852 191 311
ROOFING sy PAUL TURNER

AND GENERAL BUILDING REPAIRS

Re-roofs -
General Repairs
Welsh Slating

Lead Flashing ‘
Re-ridging

40 years Experience

Tel: 0116 210 14 16
M: 07816 851 911

As Recommended by Knightsbridge Estate Agents

Leicester’s Friendly Family Run Estate Agent

IN NOV & DEC WORTH £149!

www.thepropertyfox.co.uk
e: sales@thepropertyfox.co.uk

* t&c’s opply

NO SALE- NO FEE - NO TIE IN PERIOD

QUOTE THIS AD

FOR FREE PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY

Call 0116 3409 989

The Business Box, Oswin Road, Leicester LE3 1HR
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WESTCOTES WILLS

Planning for the future doesn't need to b? comphcated

Contact Rosie to arrange your free initial consultation

ONé6 380 0752

www.westcoteswills.co.uk rosie@westcoteswills.co.uk

W.G. HARRISON & SON Ltd
Local Reputable Company Established Since 1877
We Offer a COMPLETE Service
PROPERTY REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS
Brickwork, Carpentry, Roofing
Plastering & External Rendering

Painting & Decorating
Domestic and Commercial Insurance Work

Tel: (0116) 262 1884

Email: awgharris@aol.com
Burgess Street Leicester LE1 4QH

ALL domestic plumbmg & heating work undertaken.
i"’ Wedt End
P LUMBING

AND HEATING LIMITED

211551

OFFICE

0116 254 8462

Boiler Replacements
System Upgrades
Boiler Maintenance & Breakdowns
Full Central Heating
Domestic Gas Installation & Repairs
Underfloor Heating

Bathroom Refits M 0 B l L E

All General Plumbing Work 0771 7477 532
57 Letchworth Road, Leicester, LE3 OFL

E-mail: westendplumbingandheating@hotmail.co.uk

Want to Pay Less Tax or Starting Out in Business?
Need a Pro-active Accountant?
Struggling with your Tax Return?

LET US HELP

KIRT & CO

‘(‘ _COUNTANTS

ACCOUNTING TAX & BUSINESS ADVICE
Friendly and Professional Local Service

0116 285 2694

60 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 ORB
e: info@kirt-accountants.co.uk

www.kirt-accountants.co.uk

“call us today”

Dec Police Update

Out of lock down and straight into Tier 3. For
the people of Leicester, this seems awfully
unfair, as we endure further hardship. Our
infection rate, whilst falling, is still high compared
with our neighbouring counties. Many officers
have family working within the NHS, and will testi-
fy to how busy they are, fighting this wicked vi-
rus. Out of sight should not mean out of mind. As
the winter months approach, the greatest gift you
can bestow upon our emergency services is to
help save lives by following the rules. For infor-
mation about Tier 3 visit gov.uk/coronavirus

On the theme of rule breaking, we have seen a
spate of street robberies; the target seemingly
being Carrera brand bicycles. We have made
several arrests and been able to repatriate bikes
with owners. This has been possible because of
solid identification marking. It is worth investing in
a post coding kit and registering your bike on bik-
eregister.com (the national cycle database). As
part of a trial, we have teamed up with Halfords at
St Margarets Way to offer free bike marking kits to
under 18's who buy a mountain bike from them.

Earlier in the year | wrote about the Police's new
operating model and recruitment. As these co-
horts reach the completion of their training, we are
starting to see our numbers swell once again.
Leicestershire Police will have a young workforce,
which | see as an advantage in tackling new crime
types commensurate with our digital age. There
is still room for us 'oldies' who possess the wis-
dom and skills of policing our neighbourhoods.
Your neighbourhoods have seen an uplift in staff,
with the Fosse Ward in particular, welcoming
three new Police Officers onto the beat. Each
brings with them a raft of experience and different
policing interests, which will no doubt add value to
community policing.

As the colder weather bites, | want to express a
heartfelt thank you to the community volunteers
who staff the various food banks operating within
Leicester. There is not enough space to name
them all, but my staff and | have had the privilege
to visit some sites. | have been overwhelmed at
the sense of community cohesion these sites
bring and the sheer dedication of the volunteers;
truly amazing work.

Your teams will continue to work through the
winter break, and there will be a more visible po-
lice presence throughout the festive season. As
always, | encourage you to sign up to our Neigh-
bourhood Link at neighbourhoodlink.co.uk to
receive the latest updates and alerts in your area.
Remember to keep healthy, be a good neigh-
bour, and of the forthcoming events | wish you
Hanukkah Sameach, Joyful Yuletide, Merry
Christmas and Happy Holidays!  Sgt Ed Jones




Tony Huxley’s
Compost Corner

Finally! Christmas heralds the final
chapter of an awful year. Out with the oId and
hopefully in with a better new. Some have realised
how fortunate they are to have a garden to tend
and enjoy during lockdowns. Some will be left to
imagine how gardening could have improved their
quality of life.

For all, | recommend you give the gift of life -
plant life that is. Like many businesses, garden
centres have been hit hard by the pandemic.
Thankfully they’'ve been allowed to trade, regard-
less of which tier they’re in. So why not make
them your first port of call for your last-minute
presents?

This has been an exceptional year for berries so
you could reflect this in your gift choices. There
are several plants sold as Christmas berries. One,
Ardisia crispa makes a handsome patio plant. It's
not fully hardy so needs some winter protection.
Or try its smaller more delicate houseplant cousin
Ardisia crenata. Both have attractive scalloped
leaves and small fragrant flowers and sprays of
bright red berries. The Checkerberry, Gaultheria
procumbens is a hardy, low growing shrub, which

wears a festive covering of red berry jewellery. It
too has a berry-tastic relative, G.mucronata or
Winter Heath with fruit in a range of whites, reds
and pinks.

If the trials of the year have
made you see plants in more
survivalist terms, why not treat
your loved ones to a Cranber-
ry plant so they can make
their own Cranberry sauce?
Useful to have as part of your
diet anyway, cranberries are
considered a superfood with
good levels of vitamins and
antioxidants. They love acid
soil so they’re best grown in
pots or even hanging baskets of ericaceous soil.
And as Christmas is all about family, the Cranber-
ry has an equally jelly-licious relative, the Lin-
gonberry, and of course the Blueberry, which
seems to be super trendy as a patio plant.

As the year comes to an end, so does my ten and
a half year tenure as the Gazette’s gardening
writer. | hope you have enjoyed at least some of
my green-fingered ramblings. | wish you all a Mer-
ry Christmas and pray that 2020 brings you a year
of hope and new beginnings, both in and out of
the garden.

Tony Huxley
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YOUR LOCAL TREE SURGEON

X Are your trees too ta/l, A/oc'jirg /::9/11‘ or wrtidy?
M Do your hedges, conifers or shrubs need trimming?
e Would you like o remove that stubborn stump?

wWith 30 years of a)or(’//g
pleased to 31'Ve you free advice and a free ?aot‘at'fon

Callmenowon 0116 250 5848

www.charnwoodtrees.coms...«

Constartly

in your area, I would be

| ALSO SELL...
high quality
firewood logs
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CONSTRUCLION
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Fncing, Decking,
& Sheds

e

Sheds Refelted & Stained
Turfing, Block Paving, Slabbing,
Walling, Rubbish Clead

2,

Bespoke Hardwood Doors & Windows
Bespoke Kennels & Pet Enclosures

FREE CALL OUT

DISABLED & OAP DISCOUNT

07914 732 563

www.oaklandfencingandsheds.co.uk

BIGLY XW' RD

7 8 9
10

1 12
13 14

15

16

1 Across: Photographic kit 1 Down: Make availa-
ble for sale 2D: TV & radio 3D: resliced 4D: Not
fully awake 5A: A bit 6A: Stretchy 7A: Animation
8D: Repeat 9D: Sphere on Xmas tree 10A: Type of
exercise 11A: Tavern 12A: Exclamation of con-
tempt 12D: Old aircraft 13A: Receives 14D: Stick
to 15A: Mimic 16A: Annoyers (Paul Towers 2020)

. Answers at w:westernparkgazette.co.u,

e




GET
DRIVEN BY

n D I 4 i OFF yoor first
= i, app booking

ASHLGY DAVIOD TAXIS use code:
APP5

LEICESTERSHIRES
LARGEST TAXI COMPANY
Airports Cards Taken

Low fixed Rates Book by WEB/ APP/
£3.50 first mile CARD/ CASH

4,816 seaters Accounts Welcome

Executive Cars 330 Cars across
Leicestershire

Track your Taxi

0116 2555222 | == o vk

Carpets Leicester|ETD

Free Estimates & Free Measuring
Quality Carpets Laminates & Vinyls

THE CARPET

Formerly CA‘yﬂsETFRN
25 Nevanthon Road, Leicester, LE3 6DR




" WOODGATE
\ A COMPUTERS

One call that's all! Computer services you can depend on!

«OP | [soNy

TOSHIBA| |IADVENT

OPEN DURING LOCKDOWN s

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Mon-Sat: 10am-2pm

e Apple & Windows Machine Repair  Data Recovery ® Mobile Phone & Game Console Repair
e CCTV e Networking ® Home & Business Services

WOODGATE COMPUTERS e 0116 202 2999
FREEPHONE 0800 644 0686 Established
70, WOODGATE MOBILE 0791 337 2633 Freelndex Since 1999

LEICESTER LE3 5GG

DAVE’S AU

The MOT Specialist Getting You Back
MOT's FOR VEHICLE CLASSES 4 & 7

FAST & CONVENIENT - NO NEED TO BOOK
WAITING AREA
FREE RE-TEST

OPEN MON: FRI 7.45am-6.00pm SAT: 7.45am-2.30pm

Unit 4 Duns Lane Leicester LE3 5LX
Ol I6 253 856I

uk  \IOSN 4 | amemmner




