Western Park
The GaZette amial
No.133 Feb 2021 www.westernparkgazette.co.uk

News & Views for Western Park ® Westcotes ® The Fosse RURLliFSESrre:

SNOW ElISINES S

RN,

More on page 4

FREE INSTANT ONLINE VALUATION IN JUST 60 SECONDS

valuation.hampsonsestateagents.co.uk/home/2262

HAMPSONS

_ 7 M
ESTATE AGENTS " i l

« Local friendly team « Traditional values B 70ad ,l’fj
« Marketing that makes a difference « Excellence as standard . e - j 1
S ¢ —_—

« Regulated by the naea propertymark « Professional photos and video tours i = | d

SUCCESSFULLY MOVING CUSTOMERS IN THE LOCAL AREA FOR OVER 17 YEARS

TEANAHAMPSON@HAMPSONSESTATEAGENTS.CO.UK
WWW.HAMPSONSESTATEAGENTS,CO.UK

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE | EXPERT ADVICE | EXTENDED SUPPORT




Painting and Decorating

AW/VW Est. 1982

Taking Orders
For Winter Interiors
BOOK NOW For 2021 Exterior Painting
Early Booking Essential - Prices Held

Tel: 0116 2854 160 Mob: 0776 822 0793

Email:awndecor@yahoo.co.uk
www.a-w-notman-painting-and-decorating.co.uk

The Friendly fittle Car Co.

pre-owned car specialists

1 spedialise in quality pre-owned cars

Cars are my passion & I would love for
you to experience this with your next
car.

All my cars are hand picked & suit my
strict standards for quality & condition

All cars are HP clear & fully valeted

£ Jamie

www.thefriendlylittlecarcompany.com

0116 224 4256 & 07599 934 905

PLUMBING & HEATING

CHEAP RATES e« NO JOB TOO
SMALL e OAP DISCOUNT
e ALL WORK GUARANTEED

CALL MR DRIVER

01162 713334 / 0777 3514619
@he o FAST o FRIENDLY o RELIABLE
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Plumbes
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DA LANDSCAPES

SLABBING ® GRAVELLING ® FENCING » TURFING

© GARDENS CLEARED
» TREES/HEDGES CUT & REMOVED

OAP DISCOUNTS!
O116 233 0007

07909 724 435

Hello From The Editor

Welcome to February’'s Gazette. Not only are we
dealing with the pandemic, we've also had to endure
Storm Darcy and her cold snap which sent tempera-
tures dropping to below freezing and carpeting some
of the county in several inches of snow. It wasn't so
bad here but we had enough white stuff for many to
head off to the park with sledges.

It's still fairly quiet on the local news front but the
long awaited traffic calming measures near Christ
The King and Dovelands School are due to start.
Any chance, whilst they're at it, they could fix the
sump-bashing dips caused by badly maintained
speed humps on the Westcotes Drive? Local come-
dian Sarah Johnson zooms her way into this year's
Leicester Comedy Festival from her spare room, first
time author Helen Cooper gets her debut novel into
print. Our new Gardening Guru, Carey Tunstall, has
some advice on prepping the garden for the spring,
Helen Knott is faced with a tragic dilemma that all to
many of us have had to deal with, and Ed Jones has
this month’s police update.

Twitter @mygazette & Facebook @ourgazette
If you've got a local news story or event email:
editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

BUY A NICE BIG ADVERT

e: sales&westernparkgazette.co.uk
www.westernparkgazette.co.uk

Just So You Know.....

e Content in this magazine may not reflect the beliefs
or opinions of the publisher.

e The copyright of all text and advertisements designed
or authored by The Western Park Gazette and its
officers, remains with the publisher at all times.

e If you're supplying under copyright artwork or articles,
Rapscallion Media assumes you have the right to do so.

e All advertising copy you supply must be accurate,
truthful and be ASA compliant.

e You need our permission to reproduce any part of this
magazine or associated website content.

e \We are not responsible for transactions between
Gazette advertisers and their clients.

e \We don’t accept liability for loss or damage as a result
of omissions or errors once content is submitted.

e \We don'’t print editorial endorsements of products or
services. Full terms and conditions are on line.

e All content is published in good faith.

e Copy & Advertising Deadline - Feb 28th 2021

To Contact - Call 07939 115 724
e:editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

e:sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk

Published by Rapscallion Media

62 Ainsdale Rd E i! ” i o

Leicester LE3 OUA

Printed by Flexpress Ltd
6 Coal Cart Road, Interchange,
Birstall, Leicester, LE4 3YB



COVID RESTRICTIONS

SCAN THIS QR CODE

FOR FULL DETAILS

: Stay at home except for specific
reasons such as work, exercise or shopping

: Limit your contact with other people.

: Don't mix with other households indoors or in
private gardens, unless you have formed a
support bubble as a single adult. You can only
do this with one household.

: Work from home if possible.

: Reduce the number of journeys you make.

: Walk or cycle if possible, or use buses outside
peak times if you can.

: Stay 2m apart from anyone you don't live with.

: Wash or sanitise your hands regularly.

: Wear a face covering on buses, in shops, if
dropping or collecting children at school and in
any space where distancing is difficult.

BOOK A TEST IF YOU HAVE SYMPTOMS

TESTING SITES: Jubilee Sq, Birstall Park &
Ride, Evington Leisure Centre, Spinney Hill Park,
Victoria Park, the Highfields Centre, the Shree
Praja-pati Community Centre, the Overton Road
Ball Court and the Belgrave N/hood Centre.
Tests can be booked by calling 119
Go to leicester.gov.uk/coronavirus

v KEYWEST

Contact: 01162 544555
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Kitchens ¢ Bedrooms ¢

Bedrooms

Your Local Family Run Business

Fitted Kitchens, Bedrooms & Studies = Design & Planning
Installation Services Including Building Work

Holmfields Showroom 17 Carlisle Street Leicester LE3 6AH
T: 0116 255 6669 E: support@holmfields.co.uk

www.holmfields.co.uk

ALLSIDES

GUTTERING REPAIRS
REPAIR =« CLEAN = REPLACE
SLIPPED TILES/SLATES
CALL STEVEN:

0116 2161 777 / 07970 032814
e: fcf2211@gmail.com
SEE OUR 5" "GOOGLE REVIEWS
www.allsidesguttering.co.uk

CONSTRUCTION & CARPENTRY
LOFT CONVERSIONS - UNLEASH YOUR ATTIC

From design to com 1t inspections & certificates

r -
!l

VELUX COMWERSION

Call Matt Hackett B

07581 430 638 or 0116 225 8344
www.mphconstructioncarpentry.co.uk




SNOW BUSINESS!

They called it ‘The Beast From The East 2° And
like any good sequel it mauled the UK in its icy
grip. Here in Leicester's western neighbourhoods,
it just got chilly and snowed a bit, but enough for
Steve Dayman at Daymans’ Hardware store to
sell out of sledges. One thousand of them!

We headed out onto Western Park with a camera
(not with a sledge — couldn’t get one) and sent out
a call for some snowy photos.

If you're out and about and take an interesting
photo send it to editor@westernpark.co.uk

Vech" erl<z

For new, enthusiast, expert and professlondl bi
o

Personal, professional, mobile. Any type of bike,

any level of riding!
Socially distanced collection and return.

Why not GIFT a Safety SERVICE ?

WINTER Safety Check

Use Code
LKDOWN2

off at

Visit Velowerkz.com
for more details

To claim
checkout

07736 668266

| facebook.com/velowerkz | velowerkz@gmail.com |
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Morgan Moody Electrical
DOMESTIC - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL
Leicester based electrician
All electrical work undertaken
Get in touch for a quote
07852 191 311 NAPIT
e: morgan@morganmoodyelectrical.co.uk

ROOFING s PAUL TURNER

AND GENERAL BUILDING REPAIRS

Re-roofs
General Repairs
Welsh Slating
Lead Flashing
Re-ridging

40 years Experience

Tel: 0116 210 14 16
M: 07816 851 911

As Recommended by Knightsbridge Estate Agents




KNOTT’S LANDING

I've got a dilemma. 've had dilemmas before —
whether to have chocolate cake or Victoria
sponge, which school to send my child to, where
to go on holiday - these are all OK dilemmas to
have. Today I'm sitting wondering whether to go to a
funeral. That's a crap dilemma. Thanks Covid.

I'd be representing my Dad at the funeral of his
Great Uncle. Uncle Elijah was a gloriously mad old
coot. He gave us shiny 50p pieces when we went to
visit him. He grew fields of strawberries and gladioli
at his small holding. Back in the 80’s he came to visit
us in Hong Kong and appeared in arrivals wearing
tropical army uniform and a pith helmet. My mum
was mortified but as kids we thought it was hilarious.
He also hoarded mountains of stuff which was
fascinating.

Uncle Elijah has been in a care home for a few
years and we thought we had got away with it. He
had just had his vaccine and we had managed to get
a year through the pandemic. Life had other ideas
though and we got the news that he had caught
Covid. We crossed everything, prayed, all the usual
stuff, but he wasn't able to fight it off. We had one of
those calls to say he didn't have long. Then another
of those calls to say he had gone.

And so to the funeral. My Dad is in his late 70s and

‘TS

has been vaccinated but he lives a long way off and
cannot travel independently. | live closest. | know
you can go to funerals and | think I'm happy to go but
there are dissenting voices. They say you've spent a
year not going to places, not doing things so you can
go and see your Dad. With weeks to go before that
would be possible you’re planning on a trip across
the country to a room full of people you don’t know. If
ever there was an opportunity to catch the virus, this
would be it.

| don’t know if | will go. The living are more important
than the dead but then some of the living want me to
represent them and others of the living want me to
stay healthy. If Covid has taught me anything it's that
the hard decisions come to everyone. Some you
recognise as hard like my funeral dilemma, others
are huge decisions, but we minimise them because
we want to behave a certain way. Whether to wear a
mask, whether to join up with your family for a party
because we tell ourselves “they definitely haven’t got
it’, whether to go for that ride to the countryside,
whether to take the whole family shopping to the
supermarket for a ‘trip out’, whether to stand close
behind someone in a queue... These all seem like
small decisions but right now they are all massive
decisions. Someone could die because you do these
things. They are massive decisions and should not
be taken lightly. So please. Stay home, Wear a
mask, protect other people. Helen Knott

THE PROPERTY FOX

Leicester’s Friendly Family Run Estate Agent "

*

NO SALE- NO FEE - NO TIE IN PERIOD

QUOTE THIS AD

FOR FREE PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY
IN Feb & March WORTH £149!

Call 0116 3409 989

www.thepropertyfox.co.uk
e: sales@thepropertyfox.co.uk

* t&c’s apply

The Business Box, Oswin Road, Leicester LE3 1HR




Road Safety Schemes To Start

Work is due to begin on installing new traffic
calming measures in two planned 20mph
zones in Western Park.

Schemes at Letchworth Road North and around
Dovelands Primary School were delayed last year
due to disruption from ongoing UK-wide coronavirus
restrictions affecting the supply of rubber speed
cushions central to the work.

However, the traffic calming measures are now
due to be installed in the coming weeks.

Work on Letchworth Road North will begin on Mon-
day, February 22, and will see speed cushions in-
stalled on Letchworth Road, from its junction with
Glenfield Road to its junction with Aikman Avenue.
The second scheme, around Christ the King and
Dovelands Primary Schools, will begin on Monday,

March 1, and will include speed cushions on Letch- §
worth Road from its junction with Glenfield Road to §

its junction with Wynfield Road, and also on West-

field Road from its junction with Glenfield Road to

its junction with Hinckley Road.

Works at both sites should be completed within two
weeks.

The scheme, costing about £104k, follows a public
consultation which saw strong support for the traffic-
calming and speed-reductions measures. The con-
sultation carried out in September 2019 showed
that 86 percent of respondents in the Letchworth

Abbey

Lettings & Sales

THINKING of Selling or
Renting Your Property?

{3 SsPECIAL OFFERS [
Sell Your Property With Us & Receive

FREE ADVERTISING PACK & FREE EPC

Rent Your Property With Us & Receive
DISCOUNTED START-UP FEES

Call YOUR Local Agent Today to Arrange
Your FREE, No Obligation Appraisal
Quote ABBEYLS21

0116 296 3300

sales@abbeyls.com
lettings@abbeyls.com
abbeyls.com
101 Buckminster Road, Leicester, LE3 9AT

Road North area, and 89 percent in the area around
Dovelands Primary School, supported the introduc-
tion of a 20mph zone.

Leicester assistant city mayor for neighbourhoods,
CliIr Kirk Master, said: "It was very disappointing to
have to delay this work at the end of 2020 due to
supply problems caused by the Covid-19 lockdown,
but I'm glad we are now able to carry out this work
as planned.

"Residents have been calling for action to improve
road safety at these two sites, and the scheme we
are bringing in will help make the streets in this area
safer for all road users, pedestrians and cyclists.
"We want to encourage as many people to walk or
cycle, particularly in residential areas and near
schools, such as these examples."

Krs

Protect your estate...
before It’s too late!

Wills | Probate
Lasting Powers of Attorney

FREE video calls or home visits
at a time that suits you

Call 0116 250 5747



i SHEPHERDS BATHROOMS
S 73 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 OTD
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Brurlinglen’ TAVISTOCK VANITY HALL

Bathrooms ROPER RHODES *

Superb Bathroom Supplies and Installation
Huge Range to Fit Any Budget
Extensive Showroom
Established in 1925

0116 255 4351

Open Monday-Saturday  |_f =8

www.shepherdsbathrooms.co.uk e: shepherdsbathrooms@gmail.com
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Weclemosliftleor
as much as you want.

e We will change beds!
(Nothing nicer than a fresh bed!)
e We can load/unload your dishwasher
e Our service includes skirting boards,
lights & light switches as standard

e Ironing service also available
For a free no obligation quote please contact

07780 00 90 90
0116 284 9833 \T
www.cleanedandgleaming.co.uk |
WESTERNPARK
JOINERY AND BUILDING SERVICES
LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

LOFT CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS, ROOFS,
KITCHENS, DOORS & FULL HOUSE RENOVATIONS
Speedy Builds & Minimal Disruption

PHILIP INCHLEY: 07920 763 697

RICKY INCHLEY: 07380 886 038
E: wp.joinery@yahoo.com

HEADING FOR A GOAL

Bosworth Academy, along with Desford Foot-
ball Club, the Football Foundation and Leices-
tershire & Rutland County FA are working to
put in a full size £800,000 floodlit artificial
grass pitch at Bosworth Academy.

Many students from West Leicester attend Bos-
worth Academy and this, state of the art, 3G pitch
will provide a much-needed football training and
match venue for both the school and clubs within
the area. The total cost of the pitch is being
raised through grant applications and fundraising
events.

Friends of Bosworth Academy hope to raise
£5000 towards the total, although due to Covid-
19, the fundraising activities are currently limited.

They have raised £2237 so far, but if you would
like to donate visit justgiving.com and search for
Bosworth Academy

Ovens, Extractors,

O\@QbLEAN Microwaves & BBQs

The original oven cleaning specialists Ex perﬂy Cleaned

Put the sparkle back into your oven

Call Neville on 07948 622 379

www.ovenclean.com

il /Aé{"n. N

BESPOKE KITCHENS - SLIDING WARDROBES - BESPOKE BEDROOMS
TRADITIONAL & CONTEMPORARY KITCHENS
DESIGN & PLANNING - FULLY PROJECT MANAGED
FULL INSTALLATION SERVICE INC PLUMBING, ELECTRICS & BUILDING WORKS

the leicester kitchen co. Sion te72ic

Syston, LE7 2LG

Tel: 0116 319 1030 Mob: 0796 671 6284
Email: info@leicesterkitchencompany.co.uk

www.leicesterkitchencompany.co.uk




LEICESTER RESIDENTS
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FREE NEW GAS BOILER
WITH FREE UNDERFLOOR
OR FREE CAVITY WALL
INSULATION SCHEME

NO BENEFITS REQUIRED!!

MORE people than ever QUALIFY

To find out if you do, simply:

Call: 02476505486
TEXT “FREEBOILER” to 07498612356
Web: www.ukheatgrants.co.uk/leics

FREE GRANTS FOR...

* First Time Central Heating (Conversion from Electric
to Gas Central Heating, also available to tenants)

* New Gas Boiler

* Loft Insulation

* Cavity Wall Insulation

* Solid Walll Insulation

* Electric Storage Heaters
* Underfloor Insulation

* External Wall Insulation




SEWING A COMEDY LEGEND

This week | had the great pleasure of chatting
to Western Park’s very own Sarah Johnson
about her experiences as a comedian during
lockdown, and the performances which she’s
been doing at Leicester’s Comedy Festival.
This isn’'t Sarah’s first rodeo - she has an impres-
sive and varied comic history, including 20 years
as a comedy waitress, many short sketches which
you can find on YouTube, and stand up which
she’s performed across the UK. Her performance
at this year's Comedy Festival is a bit different,
however — it's on Zoom.

The show is ‘Crafternoon with Carol’ and, in it,
Sarah assumes the role of the titular Carol, a ‘craft
-a-holic’ who takes her merry band of Zoom
guests on a gleefully chaotic crafting adventure.
The character is one which Sarah developed in
lockdown as a way of combining her ‘two great
passions’: crafting and comedy. She also notes
the positive effect that crafting can have upon our
mental health — something particularly pertinent in
these difficult times.

Sarah tells me that it's ‘not the same’ performing
without a physically present audience, but ‘you’'ve
got to adapt’ - and she most certainly has done
so. She’s done a great job of recreating the sense
of community at an in-person live show through
her creative use of social media, sharing partici-

pants’ finished projects and hosting crafting com-
petitions. In this way, she develops a sort of virtual
equivalent of the back and forth between comedi-
an and an audience, which feels most welcome in
this often-lonely period.
What makes it even
more impressive is that
Sarah has done all this
‘from her back bed-
room’. This lends the

show a delightfully
cosy feel, and is a
powerful ~ demonstra-

tion of what can be
achieved with hard =
work and enthusiasm,
even when we'’re stuck
at home. i
It's a real treat to see M
Sarah doing Western Park proud, and at a time
when it's more important than ever to support the
arts, it's well worth following Sarah on social me-
dia and catching her shows if you can. Besides,
we could all do with a laugh!

Alexandra Tunstall

Search for Sarah Johnson on YouTube or find out
more at sarahjohnson.co.uk,
Twitter@sazzlejohnson & on Facebook at
sarahjohnsoncomedian

RUDKIN & =4
HERBERT LTD
PLUMBING AND HEATING
Renewables Established 1992

st by

80 Upperton, Leicester, LE3 OHB
Office Tel: 0116 2999 150 e’
Email: info@rudkinandherbert.co.uk i -

Web: www.rudkinandherbert.co.uk

Plumbing, Heating & Bathrooms

Domestic & Commercial

4 & REcCW

ZANORCESTER J BOSCH

10k

Our customers love us!

* Trustpilot EIESEIEIEN

share your expenence at trustpilot.com

et By
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£10 off
Boller Sarvice
with this advert

o

ATAG .d.nce

CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE NO-OBLIGATION QUOTATION & HOME SURVEY!

fb® =

@ FREE Bespoke Quotations & Home Surveys
@ Up To 10 Year Manufacturer's Guarantee

@ Full Heating System Upgrades

80 Upperton, Leicester, LE3 OHB Office Tel: 0116 2999 150

@ Worcester Bosch Diamond Accredited Installers @ Boiler Replacements

@AIll Plumbing Work Undertaken
© MagnaCleanse Flushing & Thermal Imaging
@ Finance Available *T&C'’s apply

Email: info@rudkinandherbert.co.uk




Mystery Novel Debut

Western Park author, Helen Cooper, is cele-
brating the February release of her debut
thriller ‘The Downstairs Neighbour’.
Published by Hodder &
Stoughton, it tells the story of
three families sharing a con-
verted Georgian townhouse
in southeast London, whose
lives unravel after the disap-
pearance of the 17-year-old
girl who lives on the top floor.
Helen says: "lt's not easy
launching a novel during a
national lockdown, especially
a debut, but the support I've
had has been overwhelming.
Huge thanks to all those who
pre-ordered the book, read
and reviewed advance cop-
ies, and cheered me on during
my journey to publication."
The Downstairs neighbour is
available from  Amazon,
W aterstones or
Bookshop.org Follow Helen
on Twitter: @helencooper85
or Facebook: @helencooperwriter

DOWN THE ALLY

Every now and again the street litter gets too
much, we crack and bag it up ourselves or a kind
soul takes it upon themselves to do a cIean up.

The cut-through between Ains- & 2 :
dale and Hinckley Roads is a '
case in point. Littered with cans
and bottles stuffed in hedges,

environmentalist, Ady Albett,
last pushed his can collecting
tricycle down that path. )

Ady said: “This time | picked
up over 140 cans, 45 glass
bottles, 45 plastic ones. There's
still loads there and it looks like
I'll have to come back and have
another go.

“A lot of the cans were high
strength lagers. The best way
of stopping it would be to cut
down the vegetation as much
as possible.”

Ady donates the cans to Heli-
pads4Hospitals who need 80
tons of aluminium or 5.7 million
cans to raise enough money to
build one helipad at a local hospital.
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WESTCOTES WILLS

Planning for the future doesn't need to be comphcated

Contact Rosie to arrange your free initial consultation

O16 380 0752

www.westcoteswills.co.uk rosie@westcoteswills.co.uk

W.G. HARRISON & SON Ltd
Local Reputable Company Established Since 1877
We Offer a COMPLETE Service
PROPERTY REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS
Brickwork, Carpentry, Roofing
Plastering & External Rendering
Painting & Decorating
Domestic and Commercial Insurance Work

Tel: (0116) 262 1884

Email: awgharris@aol.com
Burgess Street Leicester LE1 4QH

ALL domestic plumbmg & heating work undertaken.

PLuKﬁ””" ING

AND HEATING LIMITED

211551

OFFICE

0116 254 8462

Boiler Replacements
System Upgrades
Boiler Maintenance & Breakdowns
Full Central Heating
Domestic Gas Installation & Repairs
Underfloor Heating

Bathroom Refits M 0 B I L E

All General Plumbing Work 0771 7477 532
57 Letchworth Road, Leicester, LE3 OFL

E-mail: westendplumbingandheating@hotmail.co.uk

Want to Pay Less Tax or Starting Out in Business?
Need a Pro-active Accountant?
Struggling with your Tax Return?

LET US HELP

KIRT & CO

;« COUNTANT

ACCOUNTING TAX & BUSINESS ADVICE
Friendly and Professional Local Service

0116 285 2694

60 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 ORB
e: info@kirt-accountants.co.uk

www.kirt-accountants.co.uk

“call us today”

Feb Police Update

It's 30 days since my last article, during which
time the country has seen over 34,000 further
Covid deaths. Where once this infection was
'terra incognita’, we now have vaccines and guid-
ance that is built around a good evidence base.
We all need to follow that guidance. Stay at Home
and Save Lives, Wear masks in shops, wash your
hands frequently and stick to social distancing.
The Police hear too many lame excuses, encoun-
ter too many selfish people who seemingly fail to
grasp that they can transmit this virus and cause
another's death. Whilst infection rates are finally
falling and our vaccine programme is well under-
way, now is not the time for complacency. Vac-
cinations need time to embed if we are to reap the
benefits and ease the demand upon the front line.
The front line includes our teams, who are well
aware of the risks of infection and of exposing
their loved ones to harm. In spite of these risks,
they continue to be out and about responding to
calls for service. An example of this, was the re-
cent drugs warrant at the old Henley Road Sub-
station. It has seen many uses over the years, but
a greenhouse full of cannabis is a first. Health
and Safety is not at the forefront of the criminal's
priorities, so the manner in which they bypass the
electricity presents a real risk to the communities
in which they are sited. A recent spate of electri-
cal fires in properties, subsequently revealing
cannabis grows, is testament to these risks. Pow-
er cuts and road works, as the utility companies
rush to rectify burnt out cabling, are all conse-
quences of cannabis factories. In this case, over
Six hundred plants were taken out the hands of
the criminals, hurting them financially to
boot. Amongst the foliage, officers arrested two
people. They are now safely nestled in a cell cour-
tesy of HM's Prison Service. It was the public that
alerted us to these premises, so | would encour-
age you to report any suspicious activity in your
area either through crime stoppers or via 101.
Scammers are targeting people advertising their
old phones for sale on social media. Consequent-
ly, we have seen a spate of phone thefts in the
area. These criminals pose as potential buyers
communicating through fake profiles. A meeting is
arranged in a public space, where they exchange
the phone for counterfeit cash, or run off with
it whilst pretending to examine it. Either way, the
seller is left empty handed. Whilst online auction
sites charge a commission, they still represent the
safest way to sell your items.

We regularly update our Neighbourhood link with
information about the latest crime threats, so if you
have not already done so | would urge you to sign
up. As always, keep yourself safe, keep healthy
and be a good neighbour. Sgt Ed Jones
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This time of year, especially with the recent
snowfalls, it’s a little quiet in our gardens, but
we’ll still be lucky enough to see some emerg-
ing bulb growth. These new growths are an indi-
cator that you can plant summer flowering bulbs
such as easy growing Alliums, which return each
year, and Anemone corms, which | soak overnight
before planting.

If we have a mild spell later in February, | like to
give my shrubs a tidy and reduce any overgrown
specimens in size. Grab a gardening book or go
online and look up each plant. It's always helpful
to do a little research before pruning. Snip at the
wrong time or in the wrong place and your prized
specimen may not flower as expected. Dogwood
can be cut back to ground level but will happily re-
grow in the spring (I like to use the off-cuts as
supports for other plants; waste not want not!). |
also prune Winter Jasmine, Buddleja, Hydrangea
and Rosa Rugosa. To make sure there is a good
display of flowers later in the year, | take out
ground level older shoots from my Rosa Rugosa,
as well as half of its remaining shoots, which im-
proves air circulation and reduces pest and dis-

~ ease problems. Clematis can also be pruned now
~ but a word of warning - only groups 2 and 3! If you

prune the early flowering group 1, which includes

; Armandii, Alpina and Montana, it will result in no

flowers. Finally tidying Mahonia by removing any
flowers and removing any long shoots is a good
idea, as this will give it a nice shape

| like to grow my own fruit g

and veg and start the year
by tidying my, by now,
rather tired looking straw-
berry plants. A disease §
that they are susceptible
to is botrytis, so by remov- &3
ing dead and brown foli- &&
age you can reduce the g=
risk of this infection. In [
allowing more air circula- 74
tion, it also allows more
light in, which in turn pro-
motes new growth. If you
can't wait and would like an early crop of fruit, you
can cover these perennials with a cloche towards
the end of this month. | also sow seeds of hardy
plants indoors or under glass; | find bolthardy
beetroot, broad beans, radish, lettuce, rocket and
peas fair pretty well in the cool temperatures of
February.

Mahopnia

Carey Tunstall

W ln Page

YOUR LOCAL TREE SURGEON

Y Are your trees too tall, blocking light or untidy?
i 2o your hedges, conifers or SAhrubs need Lrimming?
e Would you like Lo remove that stubborn stump?

tree

services

® @

wWith 30 years of a)or(’:'
pleased to give you free advice and a free guctation

in your area, I would be

@zmmn Callmenowon 0116 250 5848

constam‘/y

www.charnwoodtrees.coms...

| ALSO SELL...
high quality
firewood logs




LANDSCAPE BRAIN TA ERS
CONSTRU(TION1 HEEN

Mot NQ
EENCING

Fencing, Decking,
» Gates& Sheds

1 Across: A Valentine novel 1 Down: Argument
settler 2D: Small work vehicle 3D: Alternative name
for radon 4D: Wage makers 5A: Comedian 6A:
Payback 8A: Harem guards. Paul Towers 2021
Answers at w:westernparkgazette.co.uk

6 2 8
Sheds Refelted & Stained, = 2 §
Turfing, Block Paving, Slabbmg, 9 1 |3
Wa Img, Rubbish Cleared
>, 3 4
8 5 9 4
7 5
8 9 6
1 8 3
3 2 5
Bespoke Hardwood Doors & Windows

Bespoke Kennels & Pet Enclosures

FREE CALL OUT L_oc;al Story or Event?

E: editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

DISABLED & OAP DISCOUNT To Advertise
0791 4 732 563 E: Sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk

www.oaklandfencingandsheds.co.uk  [EA@ALTLEE UL CIACUSICERELC




GET
DRIVEN BY

HD I OEE yous st
W |, app booking

ASHLGEY DAVIO TAXIS use code:
APP5

LEICESTERSHIRES -
LARGEST TAXI COMPANY \.
Airports Cards Taken

Low fixed Rates Book by WEB/ APP/
£3.50 first mile CARD/ CASH

4,816 seaters Accounts Welcome

Executive Cars 330 Cars across
Leicestershire

Track your Taxi

0116 2555222 | o =exeto ok

Free Estimates & Free Measuring
Quality Carpets Laminates & Vinyls

01 16 255 4335 RUGS FROM ONLY £25!

25 N eva nthon Road 1 LeiceSte rl LE3 6 D R ;::i'nlll,;r;fefci‘ (ZZZ’;’I':fcf)zﬁl;:cﬁon with any other offer




" WOODGATE
A COMPUTERS

One call that's all! Computer services you can depend on!

(ﬁlﬂ] TOSHIBA| |ADVENT " P | |soNYy

* Apple & Windows Machine Repair ¢ Data Recovery ® Mobile Phone & Game Console Repair
e CCTV o Networking e Home & Business Services

WOODGATE COMPUTERS HHIONEO11S 202 900

FREEPHONE 0800 644 0686 - Established
70, WOODGATE Freelndex
s ea e MOBILE 0791 337 2633 e | Since 1999

A B I
DAVE’S AUTO

The MOT Specialist Getting You Back On The Road
MOT’s FOR VEHICLE CLASSES 4 & 7

FAST & CONVENIENT - NO NEED TO BOOK
WAITING AREA
FREE RE-TEST

OPEN MON: FRI 7.45am-6.00pm SAT: 7.45am-2.30pm
Unit 4 Duns Lane Leicester LE3 5LX

0116 253 8561

0.uk NOSN 4 | Tesnua racumy




