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Painting and Decorating

/’WW/V Est. 1982

Taking Orders

For Autumn/Winter Interiors
BOOK NOW For 2021 Exterior Painting

Early Booking Essential - Prices Held

Tel: 0116 2854 160 Mob: 0776 822 0793

Email:awndecor@yahoo.co.uk
www.a-w-notman-painting-and-decorating.co.uk

==
DA LANDSCAPES

SLABBING ® GRAVELLING » FENCING e TURFING
© GARDENS CLEARED
» TREES/HEDGES CUT & REMOVED

OAP DISCOUNTS!
O116 233 0007

07909 724 435

chitectural
Services

A.J.

Building Plans for

EXTENSIONS - LOFT CONVERSIONS
STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS

From initial design right through to Planning
Permission and Building Regulations approval.
We take care of all the details. liaising with the local
authoritics on your behalf.

caLL For YOUR FREE consuLTaTiON

T 0116254 9576 .
M: 07788 416 806 0|
M: 07974 263 607 ‘

E: ajs-architectural@hotmail.co.uk = [

A.J.S Architectural Services
24 Wentworth Road Leicester, LE3 9DF

Expert Adwce Rehablllty and Quahty

Hello From The Editor

Welcome to the November edition of the Western
Park Gazette.

As Lockdown Il ruins Halloween, Bonfire Night and
Diwali, the Gazette continues to be published in spite
of the collapse of Western civilisation as we know it.
A big thanks to our contributors and advertisers who
are continuing to support the magazine through
these trying times. It's tough economically for many
small businesses and we've lost a few recently but
hopefully they'll return as things get back to normal
next year.

Our main feature is this year’s slightly muted Hallow-
een celebrations. We headed out with cameras to
capture the atmosphere. Helen Knott actually does
get on her bike, Roger Blackmore discovers how
some voluntary organisations are dealing with lock-
down, Alexandra Tunstall goes on a nature ramble,
Emma Greasley has seasonal gardening advice and
we have the latest policing update from Ed Jones.
As always the ever annoying Sudoku and Cross-
word lurk dangerously on the inside back page.
Twitter @mygazette & Facebook @ourgazette

If you've got a local news story or event email:
editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

BUY A NICE BIG ADVERT

e: sales&westernparkgazette.co.uk
www.westernparkgazette.co.uk

Just So You Know.....

e Content in this magazine may not reflect the beliefs
or opinions of the publisher.

e The copyright of all text and advertisements designed
or authored by The Western Park Gazette and its
officers remains with the publisher at all times.

e |f you're supplying under copyright artwork or articles,
Rapscallion Media assumes you have the right to do so.

e All advertising copy you supply must be accurate,
truthful and be ASA compliant.

e You need our permission to reproduce any part of this
magazine or associated website content.

e \We are not responsible for transactions between
Gazette advertisers and their clients.

e We don’t accept liability for loss or damage as a result
of omissions or errors once content is submitted.

e \We don't print editorial endorsements of products or
services. Full terms and conditions are on line.

o All content is published in good faith.

e Copy & Advertising Deadline - Nov 30th 2020

To Contact - Call 07939 115 724
e:editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

e:sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk

Published by Rapscallion Media

62 Ainsdale Rd

Leicester LE3 OUA m .
Printed by Flexpress Ltd

6 Coal Cart Road, Interchange,

Birstall, Leicester, LE4 3YB g -




LOCKDOWN RESTRICTIONS

SCAN THIS QR CODE
FOR FULL DETAILS
Valid until Dec 2nd

1: Non-essential shops, pubs,
restaurants and leisure facilities
must remain closed.
2: Takeaways can remain open.
3: Stay at home apart from for specific rea-
sons, such as work or education. Schools and
universities will remain open.
4: Don’t mix with other households indoors or
in private gardens.
5: Only meet one person outdoors in a public
place.
BOOK A TEST IF YOU HAVE SYMPTOMS
If you test positive, stay at home for at least 10
days and until you feel better. Members of your
household should stay at home for 14 days.
TESTING SITES: Jubilee Sq, Birstall Park &
Ride, Evington Leisure Centre, Spinney Hill Park,
Victoria Park, the Highfields Centre, the Shree
Praja-pati Community Centre, the Overton Road
Ball Court and the Belgrave N/hood Centre.
Tests can be booked by calling 119
Go to leicester.gov.uk/coronavirus
Advice and rules may change
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KEYWEST

Contact: 01162 544555

HOLI\/IFIELDS

Kitchens <

'L

N
Bedrooms
Your Local Family Run Business

Fitted Kitchens, Bedrooms & Studies = Design & Planning
Installation Services Including Building Work

ome Offices

Holmfields Showroom 17 Carlisle Street Leicester LE3 6AH
T: 0116 255 6669 E: support@holmfields.co.uk

www.holmfields.co.uk

ALLSIDES

GUTTERING REPAIRS
REPAIR =« CLEAN = REPLACE
SLIPPED TILES/SLATES
CALL STEVEN:

0116 2161 777/ 07970 032814
e: fcf2211@gmail.com
SEE OUR 5" "GOOGLE REVIEWS
www.allsidesguttering.co.uk

CONSTRUCTION & CARPENTRY
LOFT CONVERSIONS - UNLEASH YOUR ATTIC

From deslign to completion Including evant inspections & certl

VELUX COMERSION

Call Matt Hackett K
07581 430 638 or 0116 225 8344
www.mphconstructioncarpentry.co.uk




FUMPKIN TQ SHOUT ABQUT!

The headline may be a spooktacularly bad pun
but pumpkins were the order of the day across
West Leicester as the traditional Halloween
celebrations took hold.

The festivities were muted this year, the tradition-
al pumpkin roll on Western Park had to be can-

celled and many households resisted the tempta-
tion to deck out their homes but the area’s young-
sters still glided out about in fancy dress. This time
they were on a pumpkin hunt quiz rather than
knocking on doors.

It was a smaller event mostly put together on
social media. Organiser Beccy Millar said: "We
didn’t want to encourage too many people out of

the area to descend and it become unsafe, but no
one does Halloween like Western Park does Hal-
loween, and it's one of the highlights of the kids’
year.

We still want our children to have fun in a safe,
socially distanced way, so we thought we could
arrange a pumpkin hunt!

On the night, we suggested parents give their

children a sweet for every word they spot whilst
hunting the pumpkins, or people could leave out
treats which didn’t involve touching the same con-
tainers as other kids”.

(Cover photo: Sharon Clark-Monks)

SENIOR CITIZEN

EATHER DISCOUNTS

WINDOWSANDICO SERVAT ORIES

VICTORIAN CONSERVATORIES
£3999 (3m x3m inc. Base, Fitting & VAT)

0800 783 4110 anytime  CredtCards

www.allweatherwindowsanddoors.co.uk ""‘%" ~=

*Avaltable

SHOWROOM 179 FOSSE ROAD NORTH LEICESTER




DAY MANS?2Y

LATEST OFFERS AVAILABLE NOW

KEY CUTTING FROM £3 EACH

e Cement & Multi Finish Plaster
"' SWEEPING BRUSHES | « Dry Kilned, Building & Sharp
ROOFING FELT Sand e Post Mix Play Sand
WORK WEAR & BOOTS o Mortar Mix

GARDEN & POWER TOOLS

WIDE DECORATING RANGE CROWN PAINT

FENCE PANELS (ALL SIZES)
HEAVY DUTY CHICKEN WIRE WHITE/MAGNOLIA

BIRD FEEDERS, TABLES & FOop ~ MATT VINYL EMULSION

BaLsawooD - LARGE seLecTion  10L ONLY £20!

ELECTRICAL CABLE OFF THE REEL
DRAFT EXCLUDERS/FILM GLAZE INCINERATORS
GARDEN INCINERATORS NOW £19.99 £19.99

FOR THE GARDEN Al WHEELBARROWS
WEED KILLER & PLANT FOOD i £39.99
« COMPOST 70Itr ONLY £6.99
« COMPOST 2 X 70Itr ONLY £12.00 DECK YOUR

« COMPOST 20itr: £3.50 » 101tr: £2.50 XMAS TREE
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
[T CRI: i 13 NOW IN STOCK!

TN R 13 448 ONLY £15.00 ‘
KEEP IT COVID CLEAR WITH OUR
RANGE OF CLEANING PRODUCTS!

PREORDER FREE GIFT WITH YOUR

WINTER FUEL FIRST ORDER OVER £20!
20k SMOKELESS COAL: £12.50 L, L5 TR ER SRR SRV B

20k HOUSEHOLD COAL: £6.99 :
LOGS: £4.00 www. daymansdiy.co.uk

KINDLING: £3.00 SCAN THIS INTO YOUR
FIRELIGHTERS:£1.50

COMPANION SETS & MORE | SMART PHONE [Ok£100

& SIGN Up == ?El
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KNOTT’S LANDING

Beware drivers of cars and trucks, there's a new
menace on the roads. I've bought a bike and | am
using the Pop-up cycle lane on Hinckley Road daily
in anger to commute to work. This has amused him
indoors considerably as he has been sceptical of the
usefulness of the cycle lanes from the start. "Waste
of good road" and "another bloody vanity project"
were among the phrases that were used when the
cones appeared. S e g
He started to get involved |
when | went bike shopping
because heaven forfend that
| should purchase a mode of £
transport without input from a =
manly man! Now he waves
me off at the door in the |
morning as | wobble off on &=
two wheels and proclaims |
"should be grateful they built |,
it just for you as we never
see anyone else on there".

| do like whizzing along on my bike. The bike Ianes
going into the city on the road are mostly great.

Wide, well made bits of tarmac that don't make your
teeth chatter in your skull as you bump over the pot-
holes. It all gets decidedly more dodgy around the

The Friendly Tittle Car Co.
pre-owned car specialists

1 spedialise in quality pre-owned cars

Cars are my passion & I would love for
you to experience this with your next
car.

All my cars are hand picked & suit my
strict standards for quality & conditio

All cars are HP clear & fully valeted A

7/
f Jdamle
www.thefriendlylittlecarcompany.com

0116 224 4256 & 07599 934 905

[
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PLUMBING & HEATING
CHEAP RATES ¢ NO JOB TOO
SMALL e OAP DISCOUNT
e ALL WORK GUARANTEED

CALL MR DRIVER

01162 713334 / 0777 3514619
@he e FAST o FRIENDLY o RELIABLE

Registered
Plumber

national cycle lanes. If this is a 'national' thoroughfair,
then I'd hate to see what the country lane version
looks like.

In Holland, where my bike came from, everyone
cycles and they have special bike roads that are
wide, smooth, well lit and busy, even in winter. Here |
have to cycle through badly lit parks, roadside path-
ways, underpasses, squeeze down narrow paths,
along canal towpaths and under bridges.

Imagine a Public Information film about all the plac-
es you should not go in the dark because robbers

4 might get you. Our national cycle lanes run though
< those.
Y frozen in time because of all the roots bursting
" through the pathways. Riding over those roots is a
2 jarring experience for me and my bike. There are

The tarmac looks like a stormy seascape

people sleeping rough under the bridges. Magnet
fisherman lurk around every watery corner. My high-
est rat count on one journey is three. They were not
small beasties and I'm now fairly sure Nimh is locat-
ed somewhere in Leicester. | haven't even begun to
discuss the drivers in town who seem unable to see
a large, brightly lit woman on a bike sitting six feet in
front of them.
| shall persist though. It's good for me, it's good for
the environment and | get to work mildly terrified and
ready to face all challengers. There's nothing like a
decent dose of adrenaline to set you up for the day.
Helen Knott

Sl o

BESPOKE KITCHENS - SLIDING WARDROBES - BESPOKE BEDROOMS
TRADITIONAL & CONTEMPORARY KITCHENS
DESIGN & PLANNING - FULLY PROJECT MANAGED
FULL INSTALLATION SERVICE INC PLUMBING, ELECTRICS & BUILDING WORKS

28 Wellington St
the leicester kitchen co. syton, 7216
Tel: 0116 319 1030 Mob: 0796 671 6284
Email: info@leicesterkitchencompany.co.uk

www.leicesterkitchencompany.co.uk




i SHEPHERDS BATHROOMS
73 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 OTD
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¥ Burdingter TAWISTOCK VANITY HALL

S ROPER RHODES *

Superb Bathroom Supplies and Installation
Huge Range to Fit Any Budget
Extensive Showroom
Established in 1925

Showroom Closed During Lockdown - Fully Reopen on Dec 2nd

e 0116 255 4351

Open Monday-Saturday iz

www.shepherdsbathrooms.co.uk e: shepherdsbathrooms@gmail.com




How They Cope With Lockdown

Most voluntary groups have found it hard going
this year. Several of those involved with the arts
have developed imaginative ways to carry on. These
include the city's Internation- A

. . Leicester
al Music Festival led by of International
its enthusiastic Director, uﬂu Music
Nicolas Daniel, and its Festival

chairman Kevin Rush and

the trustees. With funding made possible by dona-
tions from the public, they have pressed ahead and
have had all their concerts recorded in the Victorian
Gallery at the New Walk Museum. These included
the ones for the 4 day festival in September and also
the ongoing weekly lunchtime concerts through the
autumn. No live audience was present but the con-
certs have all been made available via YouTube to
Friends of the Festival and the public alike. The LMIF
also managed an appearance on BBC Radio 3’s In
Concert Series with ‘Leicester In Lockdown’ featuring
highlights from the September festival.

Leicester folk surfing the net will
have enjoyed the first lecture of the
season by the Leicestershire Histori- /-
cal and Archaeological Society ‘1 |
(LHAS). This was delivered by
Zoom from the home of the speak-
er and included the rise and fall of '

Simon de Montfort, who featured during a lecture on

WESTERNPARK

JOINERY AND BUILDING SERVICES

LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

LOFT CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS, ROOFS,
KITCHENS, DOORS & FULL HOUSE RENOVATIONS
Speedy Builds & Minimal Disruption

PHILIP INCHLEY: 07920 763 697

RICKY INCHLEY: 07880 886 0338
E: wp.joinery@yahoo.com

Ovens, Extractors,

O\@VCLEAN Microwaves & BBQs

The original oven cleaning specialists Experﬂy C |eaned

Put the sparkle back into your oven

Call Neville on 07948 622 379

www.ovenclean.com

King Henry the Third. Members and guests were
invited to ask questions and they will be able to enjoy
a wide variety of talks in the future. Some are already
looking forward to being able to hear the lectures in
the comfort of their own front room, during the depths
of the winter. g

With a history going back not far gs:::__“—’:’_’\\\
short of two centuries, and being no W‘*
stranger to dealing with organisa- . 11‘?‘,' ER
tional problems, Leicester's Literary ' ,;L A
and Philosophical Society (the Lit lf_if—-—-ﬁ
and Phil) have, this year, been plan-

ning an extended programme, to be delivered via the
internet.

Rather than hoping for what is often referred to as a
return to normal, enterprising groups are thinking of
different methods of coping with the effects of the
pandemic as they map out their future. The alterna-
tive might be extinction, which would indeed be a
tragic outcome. Roger Blackmore

Got a local story or a great picture?
Are you doing something special?

Tell us all about Iit!

editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk
Or via Twitter & Facebook




LEICESTER RESIDENTS

LIMITED
TIME OFFER

FREE NEW GAS BOILER WITH FREE
UNDERFLOOR OR FREE CAVITY
INSULATION SCHEME

NO BENEFITS REQUIRED!
More People Than Ever QUALIFY

Find out if you do!
CALL: 0247 650 54586

TEXT ‘FREEBOILER’ to 07498612356
www.ukheatgrants.co.uk
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CONNECTING WITH NATURE

Spotting Autumn Wildlife in Western Park
With the introduction of stricter lockdown
measures and the approach of the colder,
darker months, it’s likely that the mental health
of many of us will suffer quite a blow this Au-
tumn. However, this time of year is also ideal for
seeing some of England’s most fascinating wild-
life.

Taking a nature walk is not only a safe and fun
activity that you can enjoy during lockdown, but is
also often a neat way of giving your mental health
a little boost. We're incredibly lucky in that West-
ern Park is home to a vast array of exciting wild-
life, just three examples of which I've included
here to help you get started on your adventure
into nature.

Eurasian Jay: This charm-
ing bird is sandy orange in
colour, with black and white
markings and a distinctive
bright blue stripe on its wing,
which makes it surprising to
find that they are in fact a
member of the crow family. Jays are very noisy,
and it’s likely that you'll hear their strange, scrape-
y, jeering call before you see them. At this time of
year, they’re hard at work burying acorns, so keep
an eye out in areas populated with oak trees.

Bracket Fungus: Take a look
up the trunks of any trees you
pass and you might find your-
self some Bracket Fungi.
These large, plate-like fungi &t
look rather alien, which makes _

them an exciting find on any
nature walk, and with many
trees shedding their leaves,
they're easier to spot than
ever. & 2

European Larch: The Larch is an unusual tree in
that, despite being a conifer, it loses its needles
during the colder seasons. These needles, which

form in little rosette-like clus-

ters dotted along their twigs, v"—
are bright green in the spring. | s ai¥
If you go to see them now, .
however, you'll find them a
striking golden-yellow as they %X
prepare to drop off, making
them an impressive autumnal
spectacle.

These are of course just a
handful of the many exciting
species you can find in Western Park, so go on —
wrap up warm, remember to abide by social dis-
tancing measures, and see what you can spot!
Alexandra Tunstall

RUDKIN &
HERBERT LTD
PLUMBING AND HEATING
Renewables Established 1992

80 Upperton, Leicester, LE3 OHB
Office Tel: 0116 2999 150 e
Email: info@rudkinandherbert.co.uk % -

Web: www.rudkinandherbert.co.uk

Plumbing, Heating & Bathrooms

Domestic & Commercial

/WCESEI

1 4 BOSCH
.ﬁ
.
—— ol Our customers love us!
Which? e
S S’ # Trustpilot EIEIEIEIEY

share your expenence at trustpilot.com

£10 off
Boller Sarvice
with this advert

app

ATAG .4nce

CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE NO-OBLIGATION QUOTATION & HOME SURVEY!

N *_ RECCYW [Bendbmo) foly® &

age

@ FREE Bespoke Quotations & Home Surveys
@ Up To 10 Year Manufacturer's Guarantee

@ Full Heating System Upgrades

80 Upperton, Leicester, LE3 OHB  Office Tel: 0116 2999 150

@ Worcester Bosch Diamond Accredited Installers @ Boiler Replacements

@AIll Plumbing Work Undertaken
© MagnaCleanse Flushing & Thermal Imaging
@ Finance Available *T&C's apply

Email: info@rudkinandherbert.co.uk
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RieUpdate

WWOCE’s Project Hive is run by local residents
who are raising funds to redevelop the old Eco
House into a community space.

We are delighted to confirm that we will be working
alongside St. Anne's Church over the festive period
to create a living advent calendar with scenes and
window displays all around the Western Park area.
There will be a new one to enjoy every day of ad-
vent with the locations for each one shared on our
social media channels.

Additionally, over the second weekend in Decem-
ber (12th & 13th) we will be encouraging you to
shake off this difficult year and “Light Up Western
Park” with your own illuminated window display
creations and Christmas light displays. We hope to
run a competition to find the community's favourite
display. Alongside this and again depending on
restrictions, we hope to hold a walking street market
based all around the area with the opportunity for
you to support Western Park's creative community
with stalls based at their homes. A map showing
where and when you can visit them will be available
should this go ahead. If you would like to register to
take part in the light competition or book a stall
please pay very close attention to our social media
channels and website where we will confirm details
as soon as we can.

Don't forget to order your copy of the Parklife 2021
Calendar for only £7.50

Find out more about WWCE and Project Hive at
wwwece.org.uk or on Facebook @wwceleicester

ORDER YOURS TODAY!

Only available until 20th November

.J0 Purchase Visit
FB @wwcéleicester.

'MIME

Morgan Moody Electrical
DOMESTIC - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL
Leicester based electrician
All electrical work undertaken
Get in touch for a quote
07852 191 311 HAPYY
e: morgan@morganmoodyelectrical.co.uk

ROOFING »y PAUL TURNER

AND GENERAL BUILDING REPAIRS

Re-roofs
General Repairs
Welsh Slating

Lead Flashing )
Re-ridging

40 years Experience

Tel: 0116 210 14 16
M: 07816 851 911

As Recommended by Knightsbridge Estate Agents

TIP-TOP

ANTIQUES RESTORATION WORKSHOP

Keep your family freasures fip-top.
Local friendly restoration & repair service.

Over 30 years’ experience including:
Stone
Clocks
Marble
Cast Iron
Furniture
Wood Carvings
Garden Statuary
Bronze & Spelter

Tel: Mike 07855 407 421

Tip-Top Antiques Restoration Workshop
55 Upperton Road, Leicester LE3 OHE

Customer parking available
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WESTCOTES WILLS

Planning for the future doesn't need to b? comphcated

Contact Rosie to arrange your free initial consultation

ONé6 380 0752

www.westcoteswills.co.uk rosie@westcoteswills.co.uk

W.G. HARRISON & SON Ltd
Local Reputable Company Established Since 1877
We Offer a COMPLETE Service
PROPERTY REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS
Brickwork, Carpentry, Roofing
Plastering & External Rendering

Painting & Decorating
Domestic and Commercial Insurance Work

Tel: (0116) 262 1884

Email: awgharris@aol.com
Burgess Street Leicester LE1 4QH

ALL domestic plumbmg & heating work undertaken.
i"’ Wedt End
P LUMBING

AND HEATING LIMITED

211551

OFFICE

0116 254 8462

Boiler Replacements
System Upgrades
Boiler Maintenance & Breakdowns
Full Central Heating
Domestic Gas Installation & Repairs
Underfloor Heating

Bathroom Refits M 0 B l L E

All General Plumbing Work 0771 7477 532
57 Letchworth Road, Leicester, LE3 OFL

E-mail: westendplumbingandheating@hotmail.co.uk

Want to Pay Less Tax or Starting Out in Business?
Need a Pro-active Accountant?
Struggling with your Tax Return?

LET US HELP

KIRT & CO

‘(‘ _COUNTANTS

ACCOUNTING TAX & BUSINESS ADVICE
Friendly and Professional Local Service

0116 285 2694

60 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 ORB
e: info@kirt-accountants.co.uk

www.kirt-accountants.co.uk

“call us today”

Nov Police Update

It's one step forward and two back, or so it
seems when it comes to the Covid Pandemic.
As the nation went into lockdown for a second
time, | take solace in the hope that Leicester is
afforded the lowest tier when the lockdown ends
on December 2"* This now depends upon how
well we, as a City, choose to follow the rules.
Leicestershire Police still utiises the '4 Es' ap-
proach of Engage, Explain, Encourage & Enforce,
though we are stepping up our response to target
those who continue to flout the regulations, in a
manner that directly threatens people's health. We
have dedicated Covid patrols and have been fo-
cusing upon those that choose to flout the wearing
of masks in shops and supermarkets. Those who
are genuinely exempt know to carry a card or letter
from their GP. The emphasis is upon the individu-
al to prove they are exempt, not for the police to
prove they are not.
On the theme of safety, November saw the Na-
tional Knife Crime Awareness Week. Your teams
were engaged in a number of proactive activities to
prevent, protect and pursue. Knife arches were
deployed at strategic locations, officers and part-
ners engage with schools and there were more
'boots on the ground' arresting those suspected of
knife related offences. This problem is mostly
inherent amongst our young people. We and our
partners seek to break the cycle of knife carrying
through the "lives not Knives" campaign. | have yet
to meet a knife carrying offender who possesses
the skill set of a surgeon and intimate knowledge
of human anatomy. Is the second it takes to inflict
a wound worth the years spent in prison or the
torment for the loss of a family member? As a
community we need to have these conversations
with our young people.
| thank the community for your continued vigilance
and reporting of suspicious behaviour. Your teams
have been busy enforcing drugs warrants, particu-
larly against so called Cannabis factories where
we have seen a rise in the numbers disrupted.
Seemingly, we have been so successful at target-
ing our efforts upon organised criminal gangs,
that a vacuum has emerged which is trying to be
filled by other criminal elements. These elements
are less organised and easier to spot. This pre-
sents a window of opportunity to drive out the
scourge of commercial cannabis grows in residen-
tial areas by making the initial investment economi-
cally unattractive. | therefore encourage the public
to keep reporting their suspicions either directly to
the police or through crime stoppers.
To keep abreast of policing updates, you will
need to sign up to Neighbourhood link. In the
meantime, keep yourself safe, keep healthy and
be a good neighbour (from a safe distance)

Sgt Ed Jones




Tony Huxley’s
Compost Corner

Here we are in Lockdown number 2.
At least it gives those of us with a garden extra
time to get things ready for the winter without
hurrying!

We have already had the first frost so dahlia tu-
bers should already have been cleaned and
stored away somewhere frost proof. It's also time
to clear faded perennials and annual climbers like
morning glory and thunbergia and thoroughly
mulch the surrounding area. ¢

Any rose leaves suffering black = 38
spot should be gathered up and g
put in the bin to prevent con- [
tamination next year and prune
out any infected stems. Other | =
fallen leaves can be piled up 4
and kept damp, perhaps in
bags to create some decent
leaf mulch or in your compost ¥ #%
bin. Leaves with blotches are
not a problem and forking over, to aerate your
compost, can speed up the decomposition pro-
cess. But spores from diseased plant roots will
survive and be ready to cause havoc next year, so

Black spot %

dispose of separately. And don’t stop weeding! It
can be never ending but has to be done. The
more you can dig out the better.

At this time of year the soil is wet, so care should
be taken not to compress it, so rather than stomp-
ing along in gardening boots, use a plank as it
spreads the weight. Thoroughly digging in heavier
materials like garden compost, rotted manures or
leaf mould feeds the soil, and improves its struc-
ture. This releases nutrients slowly, improves soil
conditions, and stimulates essential micro organ-
isms. You can even spread thick mulches to sup-
press weeds and protect the soil over the wmter

If your lockdown fun has result- Nk ] .
ed in a nice vegetable patch, / 4
you may stil have leeks, & o
sprouts, broccoli, carrots and ! P St
other root crops still in the
ground. If they've started to
flower or bolt, get them out as
soon as possible and store them
in a cool place ready for the
saucepan! If you want to keep
your good carrots for longer, -
bury them in a well drained hole about 6 inches
deep resting on a layer of horticultural sand with
another layer on top.

This is just the tip of November’'s gardening ice-
berg. Have fun! Emma Greasley

arin pdge

YOUR LOCAL TREE SURGEON

X Are your trees too ta/l, A/oc'jbg /::9/11‘ or wrtidy?
Mo Do your hedges, conifers or shrubs need trimming?
e Would you like o remove that stubborn stump?

wWith 30 years of wor(’i/g
pleased to 31'Ve you free advice and a free ?aot‘affon

in your area, I would be

Callmenowon 0116 250 5848

www.charnwoodtrees.coms...«

| ALSO SELL...
high quality
firewood logs




LANDSCAPE
CONSTRUCTION

NCH

Fencing, Decking,
G& Sheds

P

Sheds Refelted & Stained,
Turfing, Block Paving, Slabbing,
Walling, Rubbish Clead

2,

Bespoke Hardwood Doors & Windows
Bespoke Kennels & Pet Enclosures

FREE CALL OUT

DISABLED & OAP DISCOUNT

07914 732 563

www.oaklandfencingandsheds.co.uk

BRAIN TA ERS
H NN

=3

©

1 Across: Fireworks 1 Down: Helpful hotel staff
member 2D: Self fascination 3D: Engrave with acid
4D: Non metallic element 5A: Effusive 6A: Frozen
rain 7A: Carbon copy 8A: All right 9A: Halloween
food Paul Towers 2020

Answers at w:westernparkgazette.co.uk

3 19 8 6
7 9 | 4
6 7 2
6 5
1 2
7 1
9 L 4
8|3 6
A 2 B |9 3

Local Story or Event?
E: editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

To Advertise

E: Sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk
FB @mygazette Twitter @ourgazette
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THE PROPERTY FOX

Leicester’s Friendly Family Run Estate Agent

NO SALE- NO FEE - NO TIE IN PERIOD

QUOTE THIS AD

FOR FREE PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY
IN NOV & DEC WORTH £149!

Call 0116 3409 989

www.thepropertyfox.co.uk
e: sales@thepropertyfox.co.uk

“tacsorely  The Business Box, Oswin Road, Leicester LE3 1HR

Carpets Leicester/ETD

Free Estimates & Free Measuring
Quality Carpets Laminates & Vinyls

THE CARPET 2 /
comery GAVERN ' RUGS FROM ONLY £25! |
25 Nevanthon Road, Leicester, LE3 6DR :




WOODGATE
\ A COMPUTERS

One call that's all! Computer services you can depend on!

«OP | [soNy

TOSHIBA| |IADVENT

OPEN DURING LOCKDOWN =

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Mon-Sat: 10am-2pm

e Apple & Windows Machine Repair ® Data Recovery # Mobile Phone & Game Console Repair
e CCTV e Networking ® Home & Business Services

WOODGATE COMPUTERS e 0116 202 2999
FREEPHONE 0800 644 0686 % Established
70, WOODGATE MOBILE 0791 337 2633 Freelndex | since 1999

LEICESTER LE3 5GG

Terraclean is the only de-carbonising service of its kind in the world

A Terraclean service will:- /\l/ \/’}'
— TERRA CLEAN,

@ Restore fuel econom

@ Restore vehicle perfoyrmance \A SA / :

@ Save on costly repairs by prolonging component life

@ Give immediate drive-away difference

Did you know?

Only Terraclean will restore your ve ’ e i
performance and fuel economy by removing DAVE'S AUTO SERVI
carbon deposits from your oxygen sensors Unit 4, Duns Lane, Leicester,

and other engine components. LE3 5LX Tel: 0116 253 8561
www. leicesterterraclean.co.uk

CEL ML 5
" www.leicesterterraclean.co.uk




