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AAWNOTHAN
Taking Orders

For Autumn/Winter Interiors
BOOK NOW For 2021 Exterior Painting
Early Booking Essential - Prices Held

Building Plans for
EXTENSIONS - LOFT CONVERSIONS
STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS

From initial design right through to Planning

Permission and Buildit ations approval.
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M: 07974 263 607
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Over 20 Years Experience

Hello From The Editor

Welcome to the October edition of the Western
Park Gazette.

As the pandemic grinds on and we enter the new
netherworld before Bonfire Night, Diwali and Christ-
mas, the prospect of the next few months becoming
progressively more hellish raises its head.
Nevertheless our regular contributors, in full hazmat
suits and wellies, are soldiering on! Helen Knott's
already fed up and working out how to outmanoeu-
vre covid at Christmas and it's not even Halloween
yet, Roger Blackmore heads out into Leicestershire
to discover more about a lesser known British archi-
tect with a county connection. Tony Huxley explores
the delights of quince and there's the latest policing
update from Ed Jones.

Our main stories feature two local buildings, both
within walking distance, which are now off an at risk
register and the WWCE have released a 2021 calen-
dar full of photos taken by local photographers.

As always the ever annoying Sudoku and Cross-
word lie in wait on the inside back page.

Twitter @mygazette & Facebook @ourgazette

If you've got a local news story or event email:
editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

BUY A NICE BIG ADVERT

e: sales&westernparkgazette.co.uk
www.westernparkgazette.co.uk

Just So You Know.....

e Content in this magazine may not reflect the beliefs
or opinions of the publisher.

e The copyright of all text and advertisements designed
or authored by The Western Park Gazette and its
officers, remains with the publisher at all times.

e If you're supplying under copyright artwork or articles,
Rapscallion Media assumes you have the right to do so.

e All advertising copy you supply must be accurate,
truthful and be ASA compliant.

e You need our permission to reproduce any part of this
magazine or associated website content.

e \We are not responsible for transactions between
Gazette advertisers and their clients.

e \We don’t accept liability for loss or damage as a result
of omissions or errors once content is submitted.

e We don't print editorial endorsements of products or
services. Full terms and conditions are on line.

o All content is published in good faith.

e Copy & Advertising Deadline - Oct 30th 2020
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COVID TIER 2 LOCKDOWN
YOU CAN
Meet up to 5 other people from outside your
household in a private garden, outdoor hospitality
area, park or open space keeping 2m apart.
YOU CAN'T

1: Visit family or friends inside their homes, un-
less you've formed a support bubble with them
2: Stay overnight in another person’s home, un-
less you've formed a bubble with them.
3: Meet up with anyone from outside your house-
hold inside a café, bar, restaurant, shop or any
indoor setting, unless you've formed a bubble
with them.
Those who are clinically extremely vulnerable, or
who were shielding until recently, are advised to
have contact with as few people as possible

BOOK ATEST IS YOU HAVE SYMPTOMS
If you test positive, stay at home for at least 10
days and until you feel better. Members of your
household should stay at home for 14 days.
TESTING SITES: Jubilee Sq, Birstall Park &
Ride, Evington Leisure Centre, Spinney Hill Park,
Victoria Park, the Highfields Centre, the Shree
Praja-pati Community Centre, the Overton Road
Ball Court and the Belgrave N/hood Centre.

Tests can be booked by calling 119
Go to leicester.gov.uk/coronavirus
Advice and rules may change

ALLSIDES

GUTTERING REPAIRS

REPAIR CLEAN REPLACE
SLIPPED TILES/SLATES

e: fcf2211@gmail.com
SEE OUR 5 GOOGLE REVIEWS

allsidesguttering.co.uk




LOCAL BUILDINGS OFF AT RISK LIST

Efforts to preserve Leicester’s rich architectur-
al heritage have resulted in 25 properties, in-
cluding Braunstone Hall, being removed from
a local list of endangered historic buildings.
The Leicester Heritage at Risk Register, first pub-
lished in October 2017, originally listed 68 local
properties that had been identified as being at risk
due to long term vacancy and neglect.

Since then, extensive investment and efforts to
repair, conserve and find new uses for these his-
toric local assets have seen over one third of the
buildings and structures restored and removed
from the list.

The latest version of

the register now lists

56 properties, includ- &

ing 12 new entries ket

which have been iden- §

tified as needing inter-

vention from the coun- §

cil's building conser- &

vation team.

One of the oldest |

properties off the list is

the Turret Gateway

(pic) on Castle View,

which dates back to

1422. Specialist repair

Conservatory Showroom
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works commissioned by the council were complet-
ed in early 2019 and the structure is now in good
condition and fully accessible to the public.

Other examples in-
clude the grade IlI-
listed Braunstone Hall
following its ambitious
redevelopment as the
Winstanley House
hotel complex.

Another property re-
moved from the list is
the North Bridge Mills
factory in Frog Island
with  others pending &
removal including the |
Magazine Gateway
which dates back to § -
c1410. = -
Councillor Adam Clarke, city council heritage
champion said: “By working closely with local
stakeholders, including our two universities, we
are continuing to attract major investment into the
city. This is a vital part of our commitment to pre-
serving and cherishing the city’s historic buildings
and the valuable contribution they make to Leices-
ter’s rich architectural heritage.

For more information visit
www.leicester.gov.uk/conservation

Energy Window |
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KEY CUTTING FROM £3 EACH e
NUTS, BOLTS & SCREWS Cement & Multi Finish Plaster

SWEEPING BRUSHES Dry Kilned, Building & Sharp
ROOFING FELT Sand Post Mix Play Sand
WORK WEAR & BOOTS Mortar Mix
GARDEN & POWER TOOLS
WIDE DECORATING RANGE
FENCE PANELS (ALL SIZES)
HEAVY DUTY CHICKEN WIRE
BIRD FEEDERS, TABLES & FOOD
BaLsA woobD - LARGE SELecTion JOL ONLY £20!
ELECTRICAL CABLE OFF THE REEL .
DRAFT EXCLUDERS/FILM GLAZE ‘
GARDEN INCINERATORS NOW £19.99 £~ £49.99 *

£39.99

COMPOST 70Itr ONLY £6.99

COMPOST 2 X 70Itr ONLY £12.00

COMPOST 20Itr: £3.50 10ltr: £2.50
SMOKELESS COAL
KINDLING, FIRELIGHTERS,
COMPANION SETS & MORE

0116 262 4970

103 -105 King Richard’s Road, Leicester, LE3 5QG




KNOTT’S LANDING

One tier level, two tier level, three tier level,
four...

Five tier level, six tier level, a national lock-
down more!

Over 120 days since we were locked down in
Leicester while everyone else was allowed to
roam and we are still stuck in what seems like a
never-ending lockdown. The great green laser in
the sky marked 100 days and we looked up at it
wistfully from the ground.

Never one to mope about though, life must go on
and that means all the planning for Halloween,
Diwali, Bonfire Night and Christmas. Clearly these

SD PLASTERING & TILING

FREE ESTIMATES
M: 0771 353 1096

PLUMBING & HEATING
CHEAP RATES NO JOB TOO

SMALL OAP DISCOUNT
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

01162 713334 / 0777 3514619

events in the calendar must be marked but in a
socially responsible way. Thankfully someone has
come up with a plan for Halloween. We can dress
up the houses but this time, parents are responsi-
ble for providing their children's own sweets. A
pumpkin trail is being set up and maps will be
available.

Planning for Christmas and Diwali must be small-
er this year and already tensions are heightened
over who can visit who and when. Diaries are out
and co-ordination is happening on a military scale.
Changes for COVID have to be factored in and no
you can't bloody leave it until the week before
Christmas. If women ran the government we
would already have an eight week programme of
rolling lockdowns and tier changes when cases,
hospital admissions and ITU occupancy reach
specific numbers. This would culminate in Christ-
mas.

Clearly our great cabinet of leaders have no idea
about this. Most of them have no idea what Diwali
is. Christmas is more familiar territory but they just
roll in from work to the smell of Turkey roasting.
All the presents from them have been bought and
wrapped; relatives have been collected and deliv-
ered where necessary, cards written and sent and
mince pies procured. Christmas has been entirely
sorted by their better halves.

It's alright for some. Helen Knott
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Tel: 0116 367 2365 Mob: 0796 671 6284
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DETMAR BLOW

Born in1865, into a Scottish family, Detmar
Blow possessed both a distinctive name and a
distinctive talent. He was heavily influenced by
the Arts and Craft movement, admiring such fig-
ures as John Ruskin and Holman Hunt.

With connections in Leicestershire, he was ap-
proached by Edward Gimson who was planning a
summer holiday cottage for his family on the edge
of Charnwood Forest. To this end, Gimson ap-
pointed Blow as architect of the somewhat eccen-
tric cottage, set in 11 acres of woodland at Ston-
eywell, near Ulverscroft. A few years ago Ston-
eywell was bought by the National Trust from the
Gimson family and is open to an increasing num-
ber of visitors each year.
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WESTERNPARK

JOINERY AND BUILDING SERVICES
LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

LOFT CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS, ROOFS,
KITCHENS, DOORS & FULL HOUSE R
Speedy Builds & Minimal Disru

PHILIP INCHLEY: 07920 763 697
RICKY INCHLEY: 07880 386 038

As a result of Detmar's architecture and
knowledge as a master mason, the work was car-
ried out in the years immediately leading up to the
First World War between 1911 and 1913.

At about the same time, Blow worked on remod-
elling the attractive Queen Anne style front of
Peatling Parva Hall in the south of our county. The
distinguished architectural writer, Niklaus Pevsner
is very complimentary about this work.

The Second Duke of Westminster became a pa-
tron of Blow but problems and squabbles within
the Westminster household did not help the rela-
tionship to flourish. Blow was wrongly accused of
embezzlement and sacked. Unfortunately his ca-
reer was already in decline as a result of the time
spent on his job managing the Westminster es-
tates.

Blow was responsible for various works in the
East Midlands including Grimsthorpe Castle. Also
in Lincolnshire, he carried out various work at
Gate Burton Hall near Gainsborough. Regarding
the latter, it was once rumoured that Princess
Anne was considering this as a royal residence. It
however may have been merely an idea loosely
floated by the local Gainsborough News.

Blow's death in 1939 followed an interesting life,
which included many projects and schemes all
over the country as well as his work in Leicester-
shire. Roger Blackmore

E: wp.joinery“yahoo.com

Ovens, Extractors,
Microwaves & BBQs
Expertly Cleaned

The Friendly Tittle Car Co.

pre-owned car specialists

1 spedalise in quality pre-owned cars
Cars are my passion & I would love for
you to experience this with your next
car.

All my cars are hand picked & suit my
strict standards for quality & condition

All cars are HP clear & fully valeted

§ Jamie

www.thefriendlylittlecarcompany.com

0116 224 4256 & 07599 934 905




- Cooks - Serving Staff - Sales Cashiers -
- Stock Control - Social Media & Marketing -
- Committee members -
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Project Hive is run by the WWCE who are local
residents raising funds to redevelop the old Eco
House into a community space.
Thank you to everyone that entered our (Western)
Parklife calendar competition. The fantastic photo-
graphs that we received certainly covered an eclec-
tic mix of subject matters! After much deliberation
over Zoom, the independent judging panel chose
their favourite twelve that we are now transforming
into the Park Life 2021 calendar. We are taking pre-
orders through our website and on social media
channels, so don't miss out on your chance to own
the very first calendar created by the Western Park
community!
With the nights fast drawing in and the clocks back
an hour, we are in the early planning stages of our
last community event of this challenging year. “Light
Up Western Park” aims to bring some festive cheer
to the streets of area, all at a social distance. We
will be teaming up with St. Anne’s church for an
advent display and there are plans for craft stalls,
mulled wine, mince pies, and a best seasonal light
display competition - more about that next month.
wwce.org.uk or on Facebook @wwceleicester
Go to the Facebook page to order a calendar

More People Than Ever QUALIFY
Find out if you do!
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NEW COLLEGE - 3 GOLDS IN A ROW
New College Leicester is celebrating achieving
the Career Mark Gold Award for a third suc-
cessive time. Career Mark is a Licensed Award-
ing Body for the Quality in Careers Standard —
the national careers education, information, ad-
vice and guidance (CEIAG) award. It recognises
excellence in Careers, Employability and Enter-
prise and is linked to the Gatsby Benchmarks.
The review took place during the Covid-19 pan-
demic and was conducted remotely with staff and
students using Zoom video conferencing. An
internal audit of careers related activities and
curriculum learning linked to careers around the
school was gathered to provide evidence for the
award submission. External assessor, Mrs Janet
Hutchinson, had visited the school during a pre-
assessment visit in February 2020.

Mrs Rogers, Careers Leader at New College
Leicester, said: ‘Our students, as ever, showed
great resilience taking part in assessment inter-
views via zoom. This award is closely aligned with
the College’s recently published Careers & Em-
ployability Strategy. We believe that by upholding
high expectations and further raising aspirations,
we encourage our students to challenge their
beliefs around who they are and what they can
achieve by way of their intellectual ambitions and
career choices”.

STREET SNAPS

Many years ago broadcaster Terry Wogan
used to wax lyrical about the BBC Director
General’s commode. But what happened to it?
It appears that Tony Shelley has found it in West
Leicester. He said: “Over the past few months of
photographing the various periods of Lockdown
in the West End, I've come across some unusual
items on our streets and byways. But this well
worn commode was by far the most unusual.

[~ &

sembly furniture yes, but not this. It's gone now
but my cameras are always at the ready for pave-
ment finds. Whether | will top this is debatable,
watch this space as they say”.

Our customers love us!

Trustpilot
share your expenence at UUSlpﬂOLCOI“




Leicester’'s Premier Coffee Bar & Vape Lounge

USB Charging & FREE WIFI
Open 7 Days a Week From 10am to 8pm
286 Narborough Road Leicester LE2 2AQ

Over 18s Only




Mor gan Moody Electrical
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clectrician
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ROOFING »n PAUL TURNE R

AND GENERAL BUILDING REPAIRS

Re-roofs

General Repairs /foees
Welsh Slating

L.ead Flashing
Re-ridging (e

Tel: 0116 210 14 16
M: 07816 851 911

1" 30 years x

As Recommendead by Knightsbrnidge Estate Agenls

BOG STANDARD NO MORE!

The toilets in Western park are set to be fully
refurbished following proposals to upgrade
facilities in seven Leicester parks to the tune of
£138,000.

The city council scheme would also upgrade the
facilities in Abbey Park, Aylestone recreation
ground, Humberstone Park, Knighton Park, Nelson
Mandela Park and Spinney Hill Park.

New toilets would be installed, new external doors
and grab rails fitted and ventilation improved — while
a coat of paint would freshen up all seven facilities.
Deputy city mayor Clir Piara Singh Clair said: “We
want our parks to be places where people enjoy
spending their leisure time, so it's really important
that all the facilities on site are of a good standard.
“This investment in the toilet facilities in these parks
is much-needed, and I'm sure the improvements will
be appreciated by the hundreds of people who visit
our parks every day.”

Work to refurbish the toilets could get under way in
January, with all seven facilities due to be complet-
ed by the spring.

ANIMAL AID XMAS APPEAL

The residents at Leicester & Leicestershire Ani-
mal Aid already know what’s on top of their
Christmas list - a new loving family and a home
to call their own. But we s

want to make Christmas extra |

special for the animals that

will still be with us over the

festive period and are asking

for your help to make this &

happen by donating what you

can. £5 or £6 will mean a dog | Zeg

and cat at LAA will each re- ;

ceive a special treat and your

gift will help our four-legged

friends feel the joy of Christ-

mas. Any extra donations will be used to buy resi-
dents the things they need to brighten the winter
months. There are many ways to donate that are
quick, easy and safe including at https://
www.leicesteranimalaid.org.uk/donate via Facebook
or by calling the Centre on 01455 888 257.







We Offer a COMPLETE Service

PROPERTY REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS

Domestic and Commercial Insurance Work

Email: awgharris@aol.com
Burgess Street Leicester LE1 4QH

ALL domestic plumbing & heating work undertaken.
Wwedl End

PLUMBING

AND HEATING LIMITED

safe

57 Letchworth Road, Leicester, LE3 OFL

E-mail: westendplumbingandheating@hotmail.co.uk

Oct Police Update

Leicester's local lockdown now falls under a
national three tier system. We sit at tier
2, where the local COVID alert is set at high
(www.gov.uk/coronavirus) As  neighbouring
counties follow suit, | am conscious that Leices-
ter has never enjoyed the freedoms afforded to
other areas during the easing of the initial lock-
down. It is testament to the character of the
people of Leicester and surrounding conurba-
tions, that we continue to go about our daily
lives with a steely determination to make the
best of what is a difficult time. Sadly, there are
those who seem to believe the law does not
apply to them, and we are now at a stage
where fines are being dispensed more readi-
ly. This has included hefty £10,000 fines, for
breaches of such magnitude that border on
utter lunacy.
Continuing the theme of lunatic behaviour, we
are aware the issues around mopeds driving
erratically on the payments and in the parks.
These invariably involve young people without
helmets riding at speed, the inevitable outcome
seemingly obvious to all but them. We have put
extra resources into the problem, utilising a
number of different tactics. This will continue in
the weeks to come. If you're a parent and you
suspect your child to be embroiled in this activi-
ty, now is a good time to have a conversation
with them. We ask the community to keep re-
porting such ASB and to get recording. Video
footage helps us identify those involved. How-
ever, do so safely so that you don't become a
victim yourself. If you are a moped owner, then
| advise vigilance, ensuring that you use good
quality bike locks and, where you can, keep
your vehicle out of sight.
As the darker nights draw in ,we often see an
increase in burglaries. My key message is to
make sure that your home looks occupied by
using timer switches to turn lights on when it
gets dark, and let a trusted neighbour know if
you are going away. Burglars don't like external
security lights, make sure you use these during
the darker nights. Avoid leaving packaging from
expensive items outside your home, take it to
be recycled or put it in the bin. For further ad-
vice visit https://www.leics.police.uk/cp/crime-
prevention/residential-burglary/
Don't forget, if you have not already done so,
to register with neighbourhood link in order
to keep up with policing news in your ar-
ea. Leicestershire Police are recruiting right
now, so visit our website for more details and
career opportunities. In the meantime Keep
safe , keep healthy and be a good neighbour
Sgt Ed Jones




Earlier in the year | was wowed by &F =

the sight of a pretty little tree with Iush fresh
green foliage that was festooned with over-
sized apple blossom. | came back to this tree just
a week ago, but now its boughs had broken under
a mass of large, yellow, pear like fruits. | removed
two wheelbarrow loads to reduce the worst of the
overloading. It would take even the hungriest
nursery rhyme owl and pussycat several lifetimes
to get through that much quince!

| find it straﬁge thét such a wonderfﬁi tree is sel-
dom grown these days. When people hear the

name they usually think of scrambling thorny bush
Chaenomeles japonica. The quince I'm referring to
is Cydonia oblonga which probably originates in
Turkey. Records of its cultivation in Britain go back
to 1275 and the court of Edward the 1°'. Tradition-
ally, large orchards would have one or two quince
trees mixed in.

The quince may have fallen out of favour with
gardeners, because the fruit usually can’t be eaten
raw. A few varieties can be eaten fresh from the
tree but these favour warmer more southerly
climes, where the fruit has longer to ripen. Here
the fruit needs to be cooked before it's edible. But
when it is, the sweet and fragrant pear-like flesh is
well worth the effort, as the tart tatin my wife
cooked at the weekend proved. They're high in
pectin, making them perfect for jams and jellies.
And they're often added to other fruit preserves to
improve setting.

Modern quince are grafted onto rootstocks that
limit their size, making them ideal as specimen
trees for a small garden. They're tolerant of most
soils and no harder to grow than apple trees.
Dwarf varieties can even be grown in pots. Just be
sure to prune yours regularly, thinning side shoots
and reducing branches to maintain a manageable
size. And don’t be greedy - thin out large crops to
prevent broken branches. After all, there are only
S0 many quinces you can fit in a beautiful pea
green boat! Tony Huxley

Are your trees too tall, A/oc{’//g /1'3/7(‘ or untidy?
Do your hedges, conters or shrubs need trimming?

Would you like Lo remeve that stubborn stump?
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www.oaklandfencingandsheds.co.uk

1 Across: Song based show 1 Down: Secret 2D:
Murderous doctor 3D: Toilet 4D: Chinese fruit 5A:
Earth shattering 6A: Tree 7A: Poem 8A: Not the
Confederates. Paul Towers 2020

Answers at w:westernparkgazette.co.uk
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WOODGATE
COMPUTERS

ADVENT ' SONY

&

Apple & Windows Machine Repair Data Recovery Mobile Phone & Game Console Repair
CCTV  Networking Home & Business Services

PHONE 0116 262 3999

WOODGATE COMPUTERS % "
e o 1ot 957 20
LEICESTER LE3 5GG , i

www.woodgatecomputers.com

MOT's FOR VEHICLE CLASSES 4 & 7
FAST & CONVENIENT - NO NEED TO BOOK
WAITING AREA
FREE RE-TEST

OPEN MON: FRI 7.45am-6.00pm SAT: 7.45am-2.30pm




