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SELLING YOUR HOUSE HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER

17 Years Experience in the Leicester Housing Market

Tel: 0116 214 7555 www. hampsonsestateagents CoO. uk

3 Oswin Road, Leicester, LE3 1HR

Itis not Hampsons Estate Agent’s policy to a

ere there
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Painting and Decorating

/"WWA/ Est. 1982

Interior and Exterior

Specialists in Resin Repairs to Fascia Boards,
Windows, Doors & Conservatories etc.
(See our website for details)

Tel: 0116 2854 160 Mob: 0776 822 0793

Email:awndecor@yahoo.co.uk
www.a-w-notman-painting-and-decorating.co.uk

DA LANDSCAPES

SLABBING ® GRAVELLING ® FENCING » TURFING
© GARDENS CLEARED
» TREES/HEDGES CUT & REMOVED

OAP DISCOUNTS!

OXI16 233 0007
07909 724 435

Architectural
Services

A.J.

Building Plans for
EXTENSIONS - LOFT CONVERSIONS
STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS
From initial design right through to Planning
Permission and Building Regulations approval.
We take care of all the details, liaising with the local
authoritics on your behalf.

cALL FOr YOUR FREE consuLTaTiON

T: 0116 254 9576
M: 07788 416 806
M: 07974 263 607 =L~
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E: ajs-architectural@hotmail.co.uk = [ |

A.J.S Architectural Services
24 Wentworth Road Lelcester LE3 9DF
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Hello From The Editor

Welcome to the September edition of the Western
Park Gazette.
We're still running behind schedule compiling the
magazine but hopefully it can be pulled around be-
fore we hit the Christmas period - really don't want
our deliverers ruining their Christmas Eve by working!
Another production issue might be a second major
Lockdown, which we'll deal with ifiwhen it happens.
This month, on the centre pages, we take to the
Western Park Scarecrow Trail, There were some
truly amazing efforts on display. Roger Blackmore
looks back at the many WW?2 airfields dotted around
Leicestershire and there’s a green theme to Helen
Knott's article as she enjoys the delights of growing
her own veg as well as having a few choice words
for the old bloke who nicked her poppy seeds. Keep-
ing to the green theme, Tony Huxley discovers that
now he quite likes hydrangeas. We also meet the
Lockdown Haiku King of Western Park and have the
latest local policing update.
And the ever annoying Sudoku and Crossword lie in
wait on the inside back page.
Twitter @mygazette & Facebook @ourgazette

If you've got a local news story or event email:

editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

BUY A NICE BIG ADVERT

e: sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk
w.westernparkgazette.co.uk

Just So You Know.....

e Content in this magazine may not reflect the beliefs
or opinions of the publisher.

e The copyright of all text and advertisements designed
or authored by The Western Park Gazette and its
officers, remains with the publisher at all times.

e If you're supplying under copyright artwork or articles,
Rapscallion Media assumes you have the right to do so.

e All advertising copy you supply must be accurate,
truthful and be ASA compliant.

e You need our permission to reproduce any part of this
magazine or associated website content.

e \We are not responsible for transactions between
Gazette advertisers and their clients.

e \We don’t accept liability for loss or damage as a result
of omissions or errors once content is submitted.

e \We don'’t print editorial endorsements of products or
services. Full terms and conditions are on line.

e All content is published in good faith.

e Copy & Advertising Deadline - Sept 30th 2020

To Contact - Call 07939 115 724
e:editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk

e:sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk

Published by Rapscalllon Media
62 Ainsdale Rd
Leicester LE3 OUA

Printed by Flexpress Ltd
6 Coal Cart Road, Interchange
Birstall, Leicester, LE4 3YB & —




CORONAVIRUS

1:You still can’t meet family or friends from other
households in homes or private gardens unless
you have formed a support bubble
2: Stay overnight in another person’s home, un-
less you've formed a bubble with them.
3: Meet up with anyone you don't live with inside a
café, bar or restaurant.
4: Limit your contact with other people.
5: Stay 2m apart from anyone you don't live with.
6: Wash your hands regularly.
7: Work from home if you can.
8: Wear a face covering on buses, in shops, when
dropping or collecting children at school and in
any space where distancing is difficult.
9: Don’'t meet up with people in their homes or in
any indoor space, or in private gardens.
10: Book a test and self-isolate if symptomatic.
11: If you test positive, stay at home for at least
10 days and until you feel better. Members of
your household should stay at home for 14 days.
TESTING SITES: Jubilee Sq, Birstall Park &
Ride, Evington Leisure Centre, Spinney Hill Park,
Victoria Park, the Highfields Centre, the Shree
Prajapati Community Centre, the Overton Road
Ball Court and the Belgrave N/hood Centre.

Tests can be booked by calling 119

Go to leicester.gov.uk/coronavirus

Advice and rules may change

v KEYWEST

Contact: 01162 544555

HOLI\/IFIELDS

Kitchens * Bedrooms

Bedrooms ome Offices

Your Local Family Run Business

Fitted Kitchens, Bedrooms & Studies = Design & Planning
Installation Services Including Building Work

Holmfields Showroom 17 Carlisle Street Leicester LE3 6AH
T: 0116 255 6669 E: support@holmfields.co.uk

www.holmfields.co.uk

ALLSIDES

GUTTERING REPAIRS
REPAIR =« CLEAN = REPLACE
SLIPPED TILES/SLATES
CALL STEVEN:

0116 2161 777 / 07970 032814
e: fcf2211@gmail.com
SEE OUR 5" "GOOGLE REVIEWS
www.allsidesguttering.co.uk

CONSTRUCTION & CARPENTRY
LOFT CONVERSIONS - UNLEASH YOUR ATTIC

nt inspections & cer

VELUX COMWERSION

Call Matt Hackett B

07581 430 638 or 0116 225 8344
www.mphconstructioncarpentry.co.uk




KNOTT’S LANDING

Gardening is great. It’s the gift that keeps on
giving. You can garden anywhere, any place,
any time. You don’t need an actual garden.
You can do it inside on your windowsill. Perhaps
you garden the herbs you buy from the supermar-
ket or you could go proper posh and buy mini
orchids and trap them in copper cages suspended
from your walls. You could just have a hanging
basket. The good thing about indoor gardening is
the lack of extra rubbish and bitey insects.

Having actual outdoor space reminds you that
having a garden is really hard work. There are
rewards though. | am inundated with runner beans
at the moment. Foot-long green sticks of fibre are
on every plate in our house. I've been giving them
away as fast as they grow. I've been the happy
recipient of apples and courgettes from other
friends and the local WhatsApp group. Sharing is
half the fun. There have also been flowers. Beauti-
ful blooms tended with my own fair hands have
graced my house all summer. | have shared my
flower bounty gladly. One of my friends had beau-
tiful poppies with gorgeous big heads on them.
They don’t do well in vases so | asked her if may-
be | could have some seeds... to cast on my bor-
ders with gay abandon and hope for massive

heads next year. She agreed. |watched and wait-
ed for her seed heads to be ripe and bursting with
promise.

The summer moved along and finally | got a text
to say come and pick up my bounty. | got there
with my brown paper bag ready to collect. The
door opened and my friend appeared. She did not
look happy. It turns out some old bloke had, in
broad daylight, come onto her front garden and
cut every last one of the seed heads off of her
poppies. He had come tooled up for his crime with
a bag and secateurs and was spotted by a neigh-
bour in the act. Sharing is one thing. Nicking all
the seed heads from someone’s garden is quite
another. It's theft.

The annoying thing is now there will be no new
plants next year AND she would have shared if
he’d asked. So if it was you be warned, she’s
having CCTV installed. Try it again and prepare to
have your collar felt! Helen Knott

SENIOR CITIZEN

EATHER

WINDOWSANDICO SERVAT ORIES

DOORS

£399 each m

Registered Company

5 WINDOWS

VICTORIAN CONSERVATORIES

£3999 (3m x3m inc. Base, Fitting & VAT)

0800 783 4110 anytime

www.allweatherwindowsanddoors.co.uk

Credit Cards

W vsa |

SHOWROOM 179 FOSSE ROAD NORTH LEICESTER




DAY MANS?Y

LATEST OFFERS AVAILABLE NOW

KEY CUTTING FROM £3 EACH

e Cement & Multi Finish Plaster
 SHEEEe ERLES e Dry Kilned, Building & Sharp
ROOFING FELT Sand e Post Mix Play Sand

WORK WEAR & BOOTS ° i
GARDEN & POWER TOOLS MAGELAI Nt

WIDE DECORATING RANGE CROWN PAINT

FENCE PANELS (ALL SIZES)
HEAVY DUTY CHICKEN WIRE WHITE/MAGNOLIA

BIRD FEEDERS, TABLES & Foop ~ WATT VINYL EMULSION

BaLsA wooD - LARGE SeELecTion  10L ONLY £20!

ELECTRICAL CABLE OFF THE REEL

DRAFT EXCLUDERS/FILM GLAZE A INCINERATORS
GARDEN INCINERATORS NOW £19.99 7 £49.99
FOR THE GARDEN WHEELBARROWS

WEED KILLER & PLANT FOOD £34.99

» COMPOST 70Itr ONLY £6.99

« COMPOST 2 X 70Itr ONLY £12.00 NOW IN
* COMPOST 20Itr: £3.50 » 10Itr: £2.50 WINTER PANSIES
& VIOLAS

£2.75 EACH / 4 FOR £10

PREORDER

WINTER FUEL
SMOKELESS COAL g
KINDLING, FIRELIGHTERS

KEEP IT COVID CLEAR WITH OUR
RANGE OF CLEANING PRODUCTS!

THIS AUTUMN - COMING SOON
FREE GIFT WITH YOUR FIRST ORDER OVER £20!
When you subscribe to our BRAND NEW website
Enter Your Email Address Here mmmp www.daymansdiy.co.uk

0116 262 4970
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LEICESTER’S RUNWAYS

When | was a teenager learning to drive | got a
lot of practice on a disused aerodrome, near to
my parents' home.

During World War Two, many such airfields were
to be found all over the country. Locally, the RAF
took over the Braunstone Aerodrome which had
been opened in 1916. The Air Force finished oper-
ations there in the early 1950's.

There was a nearby hostelry, off Ratby Lane, ap-
propriately named The Airman's Rest. A distinctive
building, it was demolished a year or two ago.

The naming (or renaming) of a local pub is often the
sign of an airfield nearby. A good example of this is
the Flying Lancaster at Desford. The airfield at Des-
ford was situated on the site now occupied by Cat-
erpillar Tractor, and was used, amongst other
things, for the maintenance and servicing of air-
craft.

North of the city, it was decided to build a residen-
tial development on a former airfield. Thus was the
village of East Goscote born, now home to over two
thousand souls.

To the east of the city, well before WW2, the be-
ginnings of Stoughton Airport had been carved out
of land owned by Co-op farms. This has, of course,
grown into today's Leicester Airport. It was also
known to thousands as the site of the ever popular
Leicester Air Show.

Altogether during and around the time of the Sec-
ond World War there were about a dozen such
airfield in Leicestershire, including the famous prov-
ing ground at Bruntingthorpe near Lutterworth.
Apart from Stoughton, most of those around the city
have moved on to become part of industrial estates
such as at Braunstone Frith. East Goscote, as we
have seen, became a residential village.

A number of those airfield runways carved out
between 1940 and 1945 were never in fact used.
Others reverted to farmland, others to industrial
use. Some became posts for the Royal Observer
Corps. Each forms a distinctive part of our wartime
history.

And when my elder son began to learn to drive he
also found a disused airfield near his grandparents'

s home where he too was able to practice his driving

skills in an off-road environment.

FREE ESTIMATES
M: 0771 353 1096

e: plasteringsd@gmail.com

PLUMBING & HEATING
CHEAP RATES ¢ NO JOB TOO
SMALL e OAP DISCOUNT
e ALL WORK GUARANTEED

CALL MR DRIVER

01162 713334 / 0777 3514619
@he e FAST o FRIENDLY o RELIABLE

Reqistered
Plumber

Roger Blackmore
SD PLASTERING & TILING
All Aspects of Plastering & Tiling
m Domestic /\
m Insurance’ ‘
= Commercial —

b7

e

BESPOKE KITCHENS - SLIDING WARDROBES - BESPOKE BEDROOMS
TRADITIONAL & CONTEMPORARY KITCHENS
DESIGN & PLANNING - FULLY PROJECT MANAGED
FULL INSTALLATION SERVICE INC PLUMBING, ELECTRICS & BUILDING WORKS

the leicester kitchen co. Zeaisw
Tel: 0116 367 2365 Mob: 0796 671 6284

Email: info@leicesterkitchencompany.co.uk
www.leicesterkitchencompany.co.uk




[ m: SHEPHERDS BATHROOMS
" 73 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 OTD
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S ROPER RHODES

Superb Bathroom Supplies and Installation
Huge Range to Fit Any Budget
Extensive Showroom
Established in 1925

Ring us for more information or call into our showroom

0116 255 4351
Open Monday-Saturday

www.shepherdsbathrooms.co.uk e: shepherdsbathrooms@gmail.com




“hiveUpdate

Project Hive is run by the WWCE, a group of
local residents raising funds to redevelop the
former Eco House into a community space.

We have just finished tidying up and totalling the
taking from this year's Western Park Scarecrow
Trail. All of those involved in putting this event on
would like to thank everyone that built a scarecrow
and everyone who came out in the sunshine over
the weekend of the 5" & 6" September and took a
walk around the trail. While hunting down our 61
entrants you bought copious amounts of ice cream,
cake and raffle tickets, your appetite for sweet treats
never fails to astound us!

The buzz around the Western Park area over the
event was something truly special and we think that
we can all agree it was much needed after the
‘challenging' year we have faced so far. Positive
comments from so many of the trail goers who
spoke to us around the route make our efforts feel
completely worthwhile.

WWCE would also to extend special thanks to the
local ward councillors who helped cover the cost of
running the event.

We are delighted to announce that we have raised
another £2121 towards the project.

WESTERNPARK

JOINERY AND BUILDING SERVICES

LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESs B4l =

LOFT CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS, ROOFS, BSc {Hons), LLDip, Office Manager
KITCHENS, DOORS & FULL HOUSE RENOVATIONS j
Speedy Builds & Minimal Disruption

PHILIP INCHLEY: 07920 763 697

RICKY INCHLEY: 07830 836 038 Wills
Ewpoineneyalioa;com Lasting Powers of Attorney

Ovens, Extractors,

O\@QéLEAN Microwaves & BBQs

The original oven cleaning specialists Ex perﬂy Cleaned

Probate

Free Home Visits

Evening Appointments

Available

Call now to arrange a FREE meeting

0116 250 5747

Put the sparkle back into your oven

Call Neville on 07948 622 379

www.ovenclean.com

www.krsep.co.uk
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Rising Stars Academy

Of Dance e Theatre
Catering for young People from 2-18
COME AND JOIN THE FUN!

Now Taking Classes in:
Ballet » Gymnastics «Tap »Street « Theatre Craft
Musical Theatre «Modern Jazz » Festivals & Shows
FIRST CLASS FREE!
Call Principal Emma Bateman

07843 987 877 ssces

New College, Glenfield Road, LE3 6DN

The Friendly fittle Car Co.

pre-owned car specialists

I spedialise in quality pre-owned cars

Cars are my passion & I would love for
you to experience this with your next
car.

All my cars are hand picked & suit my ;
strict standards for quality & condition

All cars are HP clear & fully valeted =~ @S

Ve
f Jdamle
www.thefriendlylittiecarcompany.com

0116 224 4256 & 07599 934 905

'MIAE

Morgan Moody Electrical
DOMESTIC - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL
Leicester based electrician
All electrical work undertaken
Get in touch for a quote
07852 191 311 NAPIY
e: morgan@morganmoodyelectrical.co.uk

ROOFING »y PAUL TURNER

AND GENERAL BUILDING REPAIRS

Re-roofs

General Repairs
Welsh Slating
Lead Flashing
Re-ridging Over 30 years Experience

Tel: 0116 210 14 16
M: 07816 851 911

As Recommended by Knightsbridge Estate Agents

LOCKDOWN HAIKUS

A Western park man who spent the lockdown
writing haiku poetry is on the road to getting
his work published.

David Pepworth from Dorchester Road spent the
lockdown writing these short poems and he’s still
busily composing.

A haiku is a three lined unrhymed verse usually
of five, seven and five syllabus and is traditional
Japanese style of poetry which has become in-
creasingly popular in the West.

David said: “A friend on Facebook suggested
that Lockdown needed a haiku. | wrote one which
| didn't really like, and thought | could do better. |
have spent the last five months or so trying to do
just that.

“| pick ideas up from everywhere from the news
to overheard conversations. Annoying most of
fully formed haikus appear at night - forcing me to
go to the spare room with phone in hand to cap-
ture them, so to not annoy my wn‘e

David says there have
been so many different ¢
angles and tangents i #
over the last few months,
he’'s never felt sort of
material. Sometimes the
subject matter is hard to |
approach. He has written y
suites of haikus about |
mental health, suicide
and domestic abuse - all
things that have flour-
ished in lockdown.

But What makes a good
haiku? “One that achieves higher aspirations
than the number of words suggest it should. To
me, the best haikus are ones that really involve
the reader - where the seventeen syllables give
them some of the outline, and then they get to
finish the picture and colour it in.
“It's hard to pick a favourite one - it's like asking
someone to chose their favourite child. However,
one | like, but haven't shared before is -

Each poem planted

with a silent prayer for those

who did not make it

David continued: “It pretty much sums up what
The Lockdown Haikus are about - capturing and
memorialising the most unexpected and bizarre
months of our lives”.

Now he’s finished a successful Kickstarter cam-
paign to push his work out to a wider readership.
To read more haikus search Facebook for
‘thelockdownhaikus’

Do you have a local
editor@westernparkgazette.co.uk




NEW COLLEGE FLIES THE FLAG

New College Leicester is celebrating achiev-
ing Flagship school status for their Inclusion
Quality Mark Centre of Excellence review.

The IQM inclusive school award recognises the
ongoing commitment by schools to provide the
very best education for all children irrespective of
differences.

The assessor, Mr Barry Carney, from the Inclu-

sion Quality Mark Award, concluded in his report
‘New College Leicester is vibrant and serves its
students and community exceptionally well.
There is a strong ambition with a heart and soul
that marks out this truly inclusive school. The
professionalism of leaders, governors and staff is
palpable’.
This review took place during the Covid-19 pan-
demic and was conducted remotely using Zoom
video conferencing. In addition Mr Carney had
previously visited the school during a IQM cluster
group in November 2019.

Karen Simpson, Director of Learning for Inclu-
sion, commented; ‘We are absolutely delighted to
receive IQM Flagship school status. The report
encompasses the hard work and dedication of
our staff to ensure that our young people receive
the best support and opportunities. As the As-
sessor confirmed within the report ‘A truly inclu-
sive school”.

FOODBANK APPEAL

Over the last three months the community in
Western Park has rallied around and supported
the foodbanks in New Parks and Braunstone.
Every Thursday Volunteers open up St Anne's
church hall between 2.00 and 3.00pm and the com-
munity never fail to amaze us with their generosity.
This was initially just for a few weeks but the need
created by the Covid pandemic has seen the food
collected become essential for those who've be-
come vulnerable during the last six months.

3 . - -

Before Corona virus hit us about 150 families ac-
cessed our foodbanks in mid August 700 families
accessed food in our ward. With the support of St
Anne's we would like to continue our collections and
would like to appeal for anyone else who wants to
make donations that we will be there every Thurs-
day. We are so proud of how Western Park has
been so supportive and generous.

Western Ward Councillors George Cole, Gary
O’Donnell and Lindsay Broadwell

RUDKIN & ' s
HERBERT LTD

PLUMBING AND HEATING

Renewables Established 1992
x ot b,
80 Upperton, Leicester, LE3 OHB -

Office Tel: 0116 2999 150 M’
Email: info@rudkinandherbert.co.uk B - )
Web: www.rudkinandherbert.co.uk

Plumbing, Heating & Bathrooms

Domestic & Commercial

A - RECCW

ZANORCESTER ) BOSCH

ol

Our customers love us!

., S # Trustpilot EIEIEIEIES

share your expenence at trustpilot.com

£10 off
Boller Service
with this advert

o

ATAG ,4nce

CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE NO-OBLIGATION QUOTATION & HOME SURVEY!

fsb® =5

@ FREE Bespoke Quotations & Home Surveys
@ Up To 10 Year Manufacturer's Guarantee

@ Full Heating System Upgrades

80 Upperton, Leicester, LE3 OHB  Office Tel: 0116 2999 150

@ Worcester Bosch Diamond Accredited Installers @ Boiler Replacements

@ All Plumbing Work Undertaken
© MagnaCleanse Flushing & Thermal Imaging
@ Finance Available *T&C's apply

Email: info@rudkinandherbert.co.uk
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WESTCOTES WILLS

A o
Planning for the future doesn't need to be complicated

Contact Rosie to arrange your free initial consultation

O16 380 0752

www.westcoteswills.co.uk rosie@westcoteswills.co.uk

W.G. HARRISON & SON Ltd
Local Reputable Company Established Since 1877
We Offer a COMPLETE Service
PROPERTY REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS
Brickwork, Carpentry, Roofing
Plastering & External Rendering
Painting & Decorating
Domestic and Commercial Insurance Work

Tel: (0116) 262 1884

Email: awgharris@aol.com
Burgess Street Leicester LE1 4QH

ALL domestic plumbmg & heating work undertaken.

PLuKﬁ””" ING

AND HEATING LIMITED

211551

OFFICE

0116 254 8462

Boiler Replacements
System Upgrades
Boiler Maintenance & Breakdowns
Full Central Heating
Domestic Gas Installation & Repairs
Underfloor Heating

Bathroom Refits M 0 B I L E

All General Plumbing Work 0771 7477 532
57 Letchworth Road, Leicester, LE3 OFL

E-mail: westendplumbingandheating@hotmail.co.uk

Want to Pay Less Tax or Starting Out in Business?
Need a Pro-active Accountant?
Struggling with your Tax Return?

LET US HELP

KIRT & CO

;« COUNTANT

ACCOUNTING TAX & BUSINESS ADVICE
Friendly and Professional Local Service

0116 285 2694

60 Hinckley Road Leicester LE3 ORB
e: info@kirt-accountants.co.uk

www.kirt-accountants.co.uk

“call us today”

Sept Police Update

As we brace ourselves for what seems to be
an inevitable second Covid-19 wave, we are
for the time, subject to the 'Rule of Six'. Our
Poalicing style has always been one of engage,
explain, encourage and enforcement as a last
resort. Whilst the vast majority of the public wish
to support the drive to control this virus, there will
always be a few who choose to ignore public
health advice. The public patience is waning, and
it is likely that the use of fines will start to increase
if the rules are not being adhered to.

Our children have been back at School now for
a couple of weeks. | am thankful to all the head
teachers and their staff, for the tremendous effort
they have made keeping our children safe, whilst
maintaining a nurturing learning environment.
Unfortunately we see an increase in reports of
inconsiderate parking, particularly at school drop-
off and pickup times. We ask parents to be pa-
tient and have due regard to the environment they
are in. A few still think it's okay to park on the zig-
zag lines, even for a brief moment. These are
open spaces for a good reason. Your teams have
been working with the schools and advising par-
ents of the obvious and inherent dangers. The
Police will not hesitate in issuing tickets to those
who repeatedly ignore this advice
Your teams focus upon 'County Lines’ drug activi-
ty. We have been targeting our main arterial
routes into the county, conducting stop checks
upon those we suspect to be involved in the distri-
bution of drugs. We have executed a number of
drugs warrants , sought to disrupt known or sus-
pected trap houses and have run a number of
online workshops within our schools. County
Lines criminality encompasses all the elements
that cause significant harm to our communities,
including child exploitation, modern day slavery,
drug dealing and knife crime. It remains one of our
main policing priorities.

Your teams continue to enforce upon ‘cannabis
factories’. | thank the public for their vigilance and
encourage you to keep reporting your suspicions
to us. If you happen to rent out properties then |
would urge you to conduct regular inspections. An
inspection every 3 months would probably eradi-
cate such factories within suburbia, since it be-
comes economically unviable for offenders to
grow the cannabis before detection.

A big thank you to those who donated to the
Woodgate food bank and to those volunteers,
without whom this could not happen. Don't forget,
if you have not already done so, to register with
neighbourhood link in order to keep up with polic-
ing news in your area and to receive crime pre-
vention and community safety advice relevant to
where you live. Keep safe, keep healthy and be a
good neighbour. Sgt Ed Jones




Tony Huxley’s
Compost Corner

In the rock and roll world of y
gardening | don’t think I've ever considered
hydrangeas as a headline act. In fact, to contin-
ue the analogy, I'd go as far to say that I'd consid-
er them the plant equivalent of a Val Doonican
jumper, and | don’t mean one of the bright pat-
terned Christmas ones either! My lack of apprecia-
tion has obviously been affected by all the under-
whelming hydrangeas I've encountered over the
years. Weak-flowering, spindly specimens that go
dishcloth-limp at the first sign of sunshine. Like
certain politicians, they’re often promoted beyond
their ability and stuck in a focal position.

But my opinion of hydrangea fraternity has sof-
tened in recent years. Newer varieties have come
onto the market which repeat-flower, are more

and mophead varieties that had been grown into a
magnificent display of hydrangeas. The owner had
planted them in the ideal spot. An East-facing wall
that gave them just enough morning sun and shel-
ter to provide their light and heat needs but shad-
ed them from the intense afternoon rays that so
often makes their foliage wilt. They were set in a
planting hole filled with a bale of peat. This keeps
the soil pH low, which improves the colour of the
blooms and stops the blue flowers turning pink. To
keep them in tip-top shape they were well-watered
and fed wnth a regular dose of seaweed fertiliser.

compact and have more vibrant flowers instead of = :

the default insipid pink or the washed out old-lady &

blue rinse. I've also seen planting schemes that
play to their strengths and don’t rely on a few
oversized specimens to carry the whole show.

My appreciation of these shrubs took a massive
boost recently after | saw collection of lace cap

I've now found myself wonderlng if | could create
something similar in my own garden, but then I've
also been hankering after some warm slippers
and a rocking chair. Maybe I'm just showing my
age? Tony Huxley
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YOUR LOCAL TREE SURGEON

¥ Are your trees oo tall, blocking light or wntidy?
i 2o your hedges, conifers or SAhrubs need Lrimming?
e Would you like Lo remove that stubborn stump?

tree

services

wWith 30 years of a)or(’bg

in your area, I would be
pleased to gve you free advice and a free guotation

Callmenowon 0116 250 5848

Constartly

www.charnwoodtrees.coms...

| ALSO SELL...
high quality
firewood logs




LANDSCAPE BRAINTA ERs

CONSTRU(T ION

ARD

gmcmg

Fencing, Decking,

» Gates& Sheds

1 Across: Cetacean mammal 1 Down: 80's TV
soap 2D: Christmas land 3D: Inheritance 4D: Snug-
gled up 5A: Table linen 6A: Public disgrace 7A:
Cupola Paul Towers 2020

Answers at w:westernparkgazette.co.uk

= ’ 74 4 5 3
Sheds Refelted & Stained, 5 6
Turfing, Block Paving, Slabbmg, = »
Wa Img, Rubbish Cleared
4 6 9 5 8
8 3 1
4 i 9 4
9 2 < |
4 6
Bespoke Hardwood Doors & Windows il s Rl B

Bespoke Kennels & Pet Enclosures L | St = t?
oca ory or cvent:
FREE CAI.,I. OUT E: editor@westgparkgazette.co.uk

DISABLED & OAP DISCOUNT To Advertise
0791 4 732 563 E: Sales@westernparkgazette.co.uk

www.oaklandfencingandsheds.co.uk @@L ELEEUCANICIREIICERLIE




GET

DRIVEN BY il
HD I e \ = o OFF your first
ASHLGEY DAVID TRAXIS = | =) apﬂ::ggneg'
Rt p
>, ;

LEICESTERSHIRES
LARGEST TAXI COMPANY
Airports Cards Taken

Low fixed Rates Book by WEB/ APP/
£3.50 first mile CARD/ CASH

4,816 seaters Accounts Welcome

Executive Cars 330 Cars across
Leicestershire

Track your Taxi

01 1 6 2555222 v[?/\onlvv\(/r.];%?g;;?smcéo.uk

Free Estimates & Free Measuring
Quallty Carpets Laminates & Vinyls

w mw;

0116 255 4335 RUGS FROM ONLY £25!

25 Nevanthon Road, Leicester, LE3 6DR 7.l & not i conuncion with any other offer




WOODGATE
\ A COMPUTERS

One call that's all! Computer services you can depend on!

[ﬁﬁ] TOSHIBA| |ADVENT .’ JOP | |[sony

* Apple & Windows Machine Repair e Data Recovery e Mobile Phone & Game Console Repair
e CCTV e Networking ® Home & Business Services

WOODGATE COMPUTERS PHONE 01 16 262 3999
FREEPHONE 0800 644 0686 Established
TS MOeVaN, MOBILE 0791 337 2633

LEICESTER LE3 5GG

Terraclean is the only de-carbonising service of its kind in the world

A Terraclean service will:- / \l/ \/‘?
— TERRA CLEAN.

@ Restore fuel econom

@ Restore vehicle perfoyrmance \/\ A / ‘

@ Save on costly repairs by prolonging component life

@ Give immediate drive-away difference

Did you know?

Only Terraclean will restore your ve

performance and fuel economy by removing DAVE'S AUTO SERVICES
carbon deposits from your oxygen sensors Unit 4, Duns Lane, Leicester,

and other engine components. LE3 5LX Tel: 0116 253 8561

www. leicesterterraclean.co.uk

L OA,

> 20> Www.leicesterterraclean.co.uk




